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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
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At both European and EU27 scales this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the 
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three 
generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and 
hence the species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% 
decline over ten years or three generations). 

For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
France; Portugal; Spain; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Denmark; Netherlands; United Kingdom

Population
The European population is estimated at 463,000-767,000 pairs, which equates to 926,000-1,530,000 mature 
individuals. TThe entire population is found in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary 
PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
In the breeding season this species is normally found in hilly areas in Mediterranean scrub with kermes oak (
Quercus coccifera) and Portuguese oak (Quercus faginea), and in open forest of mixed oaks and sweet 
chestnut (Castanea sativa) with a well-developed layer of cistus scrub. Above the tree-line, it is found in 
mixed scrub and open heath and may also breed at lower levels in riverine woodland with willow (Salix). Egg-
laying occurs from mid-April to the end of May and it normally lays four to five eggs. Little is known about 
its breeding and foraging habitats but they are most likely similar to Phylloscopus collybita. The species is 
migratory (Clement 2006).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation major breeding
Altitude max. 4500 m Occasional altitudinal limits
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Threats
There are not thought to be any current significant threats to this species.
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for 
this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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