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This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the 
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified 
population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not approach the 
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three 
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

The species is Not Evaluated (NE) for the EU27 region as winter (non-breeding season) data were not 
available.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Azerbaijan; Cyprus; Georgia; Turkey
Vagrant:
Bulgaria; Greece

Population
The European population is estimated at 102,000-312,000 pairs, which equates to 204,000-624,000 mature 
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary 
PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in rocky sloping country, and particularly limestone canyons and ravines, in and at bases 
of foothills and low mountains in sparsely vegetated scrubby semi-desert, dry boulder-strewn slopes with 
outcrops and clefts, screes, talus mounds, empty gulleys and ravines and adjacent dry fields. In the winter it 
favours more open plains areas. Breeding occurs from April in the west of its range until to July in Armenia 
and from May to June in the Caucasus. The nest is a shallow cup of twigs and plant stems, lined with grass 
and hair and set in a shallow ground depression among rocks or under a heap of stones. Clutches are four to 
six eggs. It feeds on invertebrates, especially ants and beetles, but also takes seeds and other vegetable 
material. The species is a migrant or partial migrant and, in the south of its breeding range, it is probably 
sedentary or makes short-distance vertical movements (Collar 2005).
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Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Grassland - Temperate suitable resident
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) major breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) major non-breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable resident
Altitude max. 800 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
There are not thought to be any current significant threats to this species.
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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