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European regional assessment: Regionally Extinct (RE)
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This species was once abundant in southern Turkey, but disappeared during the 20th century due to the drying 
out of its breeding grounds. It is therefore classified as Regionally Extinct in Europe.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Turkey

Population
The European population is considered to be extinct. The species does not occur in the EU27.

Trend
The species became regionally extinct in Europe during the 20th century.

Habitats and Ecology
This species prefers still, shallow inland waters, such as freshwater or alkaline lakes, slow flowing rivers, 
swamps and reservoirs and requires scattered emergent trees, forested margins or islets with dense vegetation. 
It is less commonly found in estuaries or tidal inlets and coastal zones. It feeds principally on fish, including 
Cichlidae and Cyprinidae but also takes amphibians, water snakes and aquatic invertebrates, including insects, 
crustaceans and molluscs. The species is generally sedentary, with sporadic movements usually related to 
drought conditions (del Hoyo et al. 2014).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Aquatic - Water Storage Areas (over ha) suitable resident
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Brackish/Saline Lagoons/Marine Lakes suitable resident
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Freshwater Lakes suitable resident
Marine Neritic - Estuaries suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Saline, Brackish or Alkaline Lakes suitable resident
Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The species was formerly abundant in southern Turkey but became extinct there when its breeding grounds at 
Lake Amik were lost (Kirwan et al. 2010) due to drainage and land reclamation (Smith et al. 2014).



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Natural system 
modifications

Abstraction of 
surface water 
(unknown use)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Unlikely to 
Return

Whole (>90%) Very Rapid Declines Past Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Natural system 
modifications

Other ecosystem 
modifications

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Unlikely to 
Return

Whole (>90%) Very Rapid Declines Past Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are no current conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
There are no proposed conservation measures for this species.
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