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BIAK GERYGONE

Gerygone hypoxantha

Critical —
Endangered B1 + 2b,c,e
Vulnerable C1; C2a

This poorly known species is classified as Endangered on the basis of an estimated very small
range that is both declining and experiencing severe fragmentation from logging and habitat
clearance for agriculture.

DISTRIBUTION AND POPULATION The Biak Gerygone is endemic to and apparently
very rare on the twin islands of Biak-Supiori in Geelvink Bay, Papua (formerly Irian Jaya),
Indonesia, where there are very few historical records (Mayr and Meyer de Schauensee 1939),
and just four recent records, some of which may refer to a different species: three observations
at Warafri, eastern Biak, in 1991–1994 (Gibbs 1993, P. Gregory, I. Burrows and R. Burrows
in litt. 1994, N. Bostock in litt. 1999), and several records in and around Biak-Utara Reserve
in 1997 (S. van Balen in litt. 2000). It was not recorded during three visits to the islands
during the 1980s (K. D. Bishop in litt. 1987), nor on three visits during the 1990s (Poulsen
and Frolander 1994, Eastwood 1996, M. van Beirs in litt. 2000).

ECOLOGY The recent observations have been in lowland forest and also scrubby vegetation;
Large-billed Gerygone G. magnirostris inhabits mangroves, scrub and forest edge habitats,
usually beside water, in the lowlands (Coates 1990).

THREATS Much forest on Biak (particularly the southern plains) has been destroyed or
damaged by logging and subsistence farming, and the remainder is under pressure (Bishop
1982, K. D. Bishop in litt. 1996, D. A. Holmes in litt. 2000). However, Supiori possesses
much virtually impenetrable forest on steep limestone which is likely to be safe from clearance
(Bishop 1982).

MEASURES TAKEN There are two protected areas on the islands, Biak-Utara (110 km2)
and Pulau Supiori (420 km2) Nature Reserves (Sujatnika et al. 1995). The species was recorded
in Biak-Utara reserve in 1997 (S. van Balen and B. M. Beehler in litt. 2000).

MEASURES PROPOSED • Conduct surveys on both islands to establish its current
distribution, population status and habitat requirements. • Afford formal protection to further
key sites, particularly mangrove habitats. • Investigate taxonomy and field identification of
Gerygone species on Biak.

REMARKS This bird has been treated as a race of Large-billed Gerygone G. magnirostris
but is provisionally here given species status on the basis of morphology and behaviour
(Collar et al. 1994, P. Gregory in litt. 1994, I. Burrows in litt. 2000), following Mathews
(Mathews 1927). However the features of this taxon are poorly documented and require
clarification; some recent records refer to birds showing features of Fairy Gerygone G.
palpebrosa which is not known from Biak (Gibbs 1993, S. van Balen in litt. 2000).




