B MYANMAR

RAMSAR CONVENTION CAME INTO FORCE 2005 RAMSAR DESIGNATION IS:
NUMBER OF RAMSAR SITES DESIGNATED (at 31 August 2005) 1 Partial in 1 IBA
AREA OF RAMSAR SITES DESIGNATED (at 31 August 2005) 256 ha Lacking in 34 IBAs

ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY FOR RAMSAR CONVENTION Director General,
Planning and Statistics Department, Ministry of Forestry

There are seven major wetland regions in Myanmar according to Location of Important Bird Areas in Myanmar that contain
Davies et al. (in prep.): the basins of the Ayeyarwady, Chindwin, areas that qualify as Ramsar Sites.

Thanlwin, Sittaung and Mekong rivers in the interior, and the
coastal areas of Rakhine State and Thaninthayi Division. The
last major undamned rivers in South-East Asia are in Myanmar,
and their conservation is of paramount importance, particularly
the Chindwin River. Northern Myanmar is still relatively
undeveloped and its wetlands support large numbers of
waterbirds, including globally threatened species such as White-
bellied Heron Ardea insignis, White-winged Duck Cairina
scutulata, and possibly even the last surviving Pink-headed Ducks
Rhodonessa caryophyllacea. Central Myanmar is arid, and the
river basins there are important for many species of wetland-
dependent birds, including an important wintering population
of the globally threatened Baer’s Pochard Aythya baeri. There
are extensive inter-tidal wetlands on the coast of Myanmar, which
have not been well studied but are likely to be important for many
waterbirds, including the threatened Spotted Greenshank Tringa
guttifer and Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus.
The Ministry of the Environment of Japan has funded wetlands
surveys in Myanmar, the results of which will soon be published
in a wetland inventory (Davies et al. in prep.).

The Ramsar Convention came into force in Myanmar in
March 2005. The one Ramsar Site that has been designated so
far overlaps with an IBA, and an additional 34 potential Ramsar
Sites have been identified in the country.
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Summary of Important Bird Areas that contain areas that qualify as Ramsar Sites in Myanmar.

Ramsar Site
IBA  IBA name IBA area (ha) Ramsar Site name area (ha)
46  Moyingyi Bird Sanctuary 10,360  Moyingyi Wetland Wildlife Sanctuary 256
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Important Bird Areas and potential Ramsar Sites in Asia — Myanmar
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Important Bird Areas and potential Ramsar Sites in Asia — Myanmar

selected IBAs in Myanmar.
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