RAMSAR CONVENTION CAME INTO FORCE 1980

NUMBER OF RAMSAR SITES DESIGNATED (at 31 August 2005) 13

AREA OF RAMSAR SITES DESIGNATED (at 31 August 2005) 84,089 ha
ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY FOR RAMSAR CONVENTION Wildlife Division,

RAMSAR DESIGNATION IS:
Complete in 1 IBA
Partial in 12 IBAs
Lacking in 112 IBAs

Nature Conservation Bureau, Ministry of the Environment

Japan is a mountainous country with very densely populated
coastal lowlands. The largest freshwater wetlands are found on
Hokkaido, and the most extensive tidal flats are mostly on Kyushu
and other islands in the south of the country. Several globally
threatened wetland-dependent species have important populations
in Japan: wetlands on Hokkaido support Steller’s Sea-cagle
Haliaeetus pelagicus, Red-crowned Crane Grus japonensis and
Blakiston’s Fish-owl Ketupa blakistoni, the reedbeds on Honshu
and Shikoku support an important population of Marsh Grassbird
Megalurus pryeri, while paddy fields at Izumi-Takaono (IBA 151)
in south Kyushu support half of the global population of White-
naped Crane Grus vipio and more than 70% of the global
population of Hooded Crane G. monacha. The small islands around
Japan support large numbers of nesting seabirds, and the breeding
populations of two threatened species, Short-tailed Albatross
Phoebastria albatrus and Japanese Murrelet Synthliboramphus

wumizusume, are virtually confined to the Japanese islands. Three
waterbird species (according to the Ramsar definition) breed only
in Japan, Japanese Night Heron Gorsachius goisagi, Okinawa Rail
Gallirallus okinawae and Ryukyu Woodcock Scolopax mira, but
these species are more closely associated with forest habitats than
wetlands. The IWRB Japan Committee compiled a national
wetland inventory in 1989, and the Ministry of the Environment
of Japan compiled a list of 500 important wetlands in Japan in
2001.

Thirteen Ramsar Sites have been designated in Japan, all of
which overlap with IBAs, including six on Hokkaido, six on
Honshu and one on the Nansei Shoto islands. An additional 112
potential Ramsar Sites have been identified in the country,
including 20 on Hokkaido, 56 on Honshu, nine on the Izu,
Ogasawara and Iwo islands, four on Shikoku, 16 on Kyushu and
seven on the Nansei Shoto islands.

Summary of Important Bird Areas that contain areas that qualify as Ramsar Sites in Japan.

 Ramsar designation of IBA complete (1 1BA)

Ramsar Site Ramsar criteria
IBA  IBA name IBA area (ha) Ramsar Site name area (ha) [ANENIS | 6
161 Manko tidal flat 58  Manko 58
-ar designation of IBA partial (12 IBAs)
Ramsar Site Ramsar criteria
IBA  IBA name IBA area (ha)  Ramsar Site name area (ha) [IZMINING | 6
4 Lake Kuccharoko 2,803  Kutcharo-ko 1,607
15  Kiritappu marsh, Biwase bay 9,300  Kiritappu-shitsugen 2,504
16 Lake Akkeshiko, Bekanbeushi marsh 20,000  Akkeshi-ko and Bekambeushi-shitsugen 4,896
18  Kushiro marsh 33,000  Kushiro-shitsugen 7,863
24 Middle Ishikarigawa basin 19,000  Miyajima-numa 4
26  Lake Utonaiko, Yufutsu plain 7,200 Utonai-ko 510
53  Izunuma and nearby lakes 1,800  lzu-numa & Uchi-numa 559
74 Inner Tokyo bay 16,000 Yatsu-higata 40
89 Lake Sakata 251 Sakata 76
101 Katano-Kamoike 100  Katano-kamoike 10
111  Fujimae tidal flat 770 Fujimae-higata 323
117 Lake Biwako 72,224 Biwa-ko 65,602
-ar designation of IBA lacking (112 IBAs)
Ramsar criteria
IBA  IBA name IBA area (ha) I T T
1  Rishirito island 17,544
2 Lake Koetoi-Onuma 830
3 Sarobetsu marsh 15,000
5  Esashi, Menashidomari 5
6  Teurito island 546
7  Lake Komukeko and Lake Shibunotsunaiko 1,516
8  Lake Notoroko and Lake Abashiriko 16,000
9  Lake Tofutsuko 2,200
10  Shiretoko, Mount Syari-dake 123,000
11  Notsuke bay, Odaito 8,300
12  Lake Furenko and nearby wetlands 25,000
13  Tomoshirijima and Chitomoshirijima islets 9
14  Yururito and Moyururito islets 200
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Location of Important Bird Areas in Japan that contain areas that qualify as Ramsar Sites.
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