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Name of main legislation: Hunting law 152 

Year of publication: 23/07/1970 

Supporting legislation: Hunting ban decisions since 1994 till 2015 

Legislation updates: Underway 

Hunting legislation (web link): It will be available for the updated law once approved  

Authority in charge of controlling hunting (web link): N/A 

Major inconsistencies or loopholes detected (if yes please describe):  

* The restrictions mentioned in the current Syrian hunting legislation can be considered very Lenient 

as the definition of Pest species for agriculture is not precise and these can be considered a pest by the 

landowner of an affected plot. Landowners and hunters are even allowed to shoot diurnal raptors, 

when managing the area for hunting purposes. 

* The fine for breaching the law is very soft and does not suit the current timing and financial and 

conservation status. 

* Landowners can kill a species considered pest at any time and by any mean if the species is harming 

their fields and crops, if this is confirmed by a panel of experts. 

* Nothing mentioned in the current law about the rehabilitation and training of hunters before their 

obtaining the hunting permission (licenses). 

* Nothing mentioned about the establishment of Hunting clubs and farmers 

* Lack of items on the quota of no. huntable species/hunter/trip. 

* The draft of new hunting law under consideration has tackled this point to clearly state that Hunting 

of species can be revised annually according to their status by a panel of experts in the hunting council. 

The fines are more appropriate to deter illegal hunting. 

Derogations (on EU Birds Directive and/or Bern Convention):  N/A 

 

Legal methods/restrictions Notes 

Hunting 

 According to the Law in preparation, licensed hunting is 
permitted in certain seasons and for certain species.   

 Certain hunting methods namely: semi-automatic shooting  
guns, dogs, and falconry are only permitted, but not  the use of 

 There is exception to the 
methods that can be 
used upon a decision 
from the heads of 
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poison, drugs or bait, sticky gums and sticks, traps, mist netting, 
whoosh nets, use of calling devices and decoys, luring, shooting 
from all sorts of moving vehicles (cars & motorcycles) 

 Restrictions include: no hunting at night, no hunting out of 
season, no hunting in Wildlife Conservation Areas (Natural  
Reserves) 

Hunting committee, 
which should be 
monitored closely not to 
let other unfavourable 
methods to be used. 

 Hunting can be legally 

practised after having a 

license 

 No establishment in 

Syria has been licensed 

to serve game in hunting 

areas. 

 Proposals have been 
made within the 
proposed new Hunting 
Law to approve 
establishing hunting 
farms,  where certain 
game species can be 
reared for hunting 
purposes in situ 

 
Trapping  
 

 Trapping in general is illegal in Syria, but not for controlling 
pest species 

 

 

The current law which is still active before the series of banning decisions states the following 

Open Hunting Season Legally huntable species Notes 

1st September-Mid- February  

Migrants: Bustard, turtle dove, 

quail, Ducks, Geese, starling, 

sandgrouse, crane, woodcock, 

moorhen, Thrushes, blackcap, 

Sparrows, francolin, 

No quota on numbers 

All year round:  

Carnivores: wolf, hyena, jackal, 

fox, otter, lynx.  

Raptors: Eagles, Vultures, Kestrels, 

Falcons, Kites, Peregrines, Hawks, 

Buzzards. 

Agricultural Pests: Sparrow, crows, 
hoopoe, chucker  

No quota on numbers 

 

mailto:science@birdlife.org


Disclaimer: The information found in these factsheets prepared by the BirdLife Partnership was updated in July 
2014. Every reasonable effort has been made to ensure that the information presented is current and accurate at this time, 
but recent legislative changes may not be reflected. The content of these factsheets is for information only and is not 
intended as legal advice. If official legal documentation of national legislation is required it should be sought from the 
relevant national government authority. If you would like to contribute any additional information to these factsheets, 
please contact: science@birdlife.org. 

The new modified version of the hunting law which is still at the final process of approval for adoption 

to get enforced, which is expected to be approved and enforced before the hunting ban expires in 

2015. The articles of the law state the following 

Open Hunting Season Legally huntable species* Notes 

1st September-end January  

 Species list and quota can be 

modified annually based on 

revision of the status of the 

species in an appendix 

produced annually according 

to the researches and studies 

and official reports prepared 

by rangers and hunting officers 

 Hunting in areas covered by 

snow is not permissible in 

general apart from certain 

exceptions for certain species 

 Still there are some birds that 

can be trapped and not 

released when confiscated if 

these belong to group of 

species that are traded as cage 

birds and that can be reared 

for economic causes. 

 There is no distinction between 
resident and migrant species 
for hunting purpose. All has to 
be not hunted unless it is 
clearly mentioned in the 
appendices of the law.  

 Hunting season can even be 
reduced to a shorter period if 
needed upon prior approval 
before the opening of the 
season. 

The duration can be changed upon 
a decision from the hunting 
council,  
quota will be explained annually in 
special appendix 

Rest of the year 
Hunting is not permitted unless 
there is a justified cause for the 
hunting.  

  

Hunting farms (Hunting reserves) 
This is allowed if established  
according to certain pre- defined 
criteria. 
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The appendix clearly marked all Migrating Soaring Birds as non huntable species. It also marked the 26 

species with conservation concerns as non huntable at all.  

 

* Proposed list of legally huntable species: 

Water birds: Greylag Goose, White-fronted Goose, Shelduck, Pochard, Wigeon, Mallard, Pintail, 

Garganey, Teal, Coot. 

Waders:Northern Lapwing, Eurasian Woodcock, Common Snipe, Jack Snipe. 

Game species: Cream-coloured Courser, Collared Pratincole, Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, Spotted 

Sandgrouse, Black-bellied Sandgrouse, Chukar Partridge, See-see Partridge, Sand Partridge, Black 

Francolin, Common Quail. 

Pigeons & Passerines: Rock Dove (Pigeon), Stock Dove, European Turtle Dove, Eurasian Collared 

Dove, Laughing Dove, Calandra Lark, Crested Lark, Fieldfare, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Blackcap, 

House Sparrow, Meadow Pipit, Tree Pipit, Common Chaffinch, Corn Bunting. 

Open Trapping Season Legally trapped species Notes 

N/A N/A N/A 

Legal trade Notes 

Up till now there is no special law that allows the 
trade in wildlife. At the same time there is no law 
which organizes this process. 
 
Syria joined the Convention on International Trade on 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), 
 
Since joining CITES Syria started to: 
* implement the CITES decisions. 
* Issue the needed decisions according to the national 
vision about the non-endangered species 
* Prepared the draft of the national law on the 
implementation of CITES. The expected date of the 
approval and adaption of this law is the beginning of 
2015.   

Syria joined CITES in 2003. 
Ministry of State for Environment Affairs is the 
National Focal Point of CITES 
 
The draft of the CITES implementation law is ready, 
it will be submitted for adaption and issuing in the 
near future 

 

Legislation on “pest species” Notes 
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There is no special legislation for dealing with the pest 
species issue, except what is mentioned in the current 
Hunting Law. 
Pest for agriculture can be trapped and hunted based 
on approval from authority.   

No list of pest species 

BirdLife Affiliate: Syrian Society for Conservation of Wildlife (SSCW) 

Contact Person(s) : Akram Eissa Darwich: akram.eissa@gmail.com , Nabegh Ghazal Asswad: Nabegh 

Ghazal Asswad nabegh.ghazal@gmail.com  
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