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Name of main legislation:  Law 86/1969 “Forest Code” 

Year of publication: 1969 

Supporting legislation: (2nd) Transposition of Birds Directive governs trapping law: Common 
Ministerial Decision 37338/1807/Ε.103/2010  
 
Conservation Measures for all SPAs: Common Ministerial Decision 8353/276/Ε103/17-2-2012 
 
Legislation updates: Law 177/1975 
 
Hunting legislation (web link): Hellenic Hunters Confederation website: www.kse.gr 
 
Authority in charge of controlling hunting (web link): Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate, 
Change  Directorate of Forests  Unit of Aesthetic Forests and Hunting 
 
Major inconsistencies or loopholes detected (if yes please describe):  N/A 
 
Derogations (on EU Birds Directive and/or Bern Convention): N/A 

 

Legal methods/restrictions Notes 

Hunting 

- Both a rifle permit and hunting licence are required to hunt in 

Greece. 

- Only single or double barrelled rifles, with a rifle length over 1m 

and holding no more than three bullets are permitted.  

- The following hunting methods are illegal: nets, traps, lures, 

hooks, via engine boats and cars,  

- One cannot hunt in specific categories of protected areas:  

 Wildlife Refuges  

 Areas of Absolute protection within National Parks  

 300 meter zone from the sea 

 250 meters from the nearest house  

 Areas burnt by forest fires, where the competent authority 

has prohibited hunting 

 Archaeological sites 

- The use of lead shots in wetlands is prohibited 

 

Trapping 
Prohibited by all means 

Trading of all wild birds is also prohibited 
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Open Hunting Season Legally huntable species1 Notes 

20 August- 28th February 32 species are legally hunted in Greece: 
 
Rock Partridge, Chuckar Partridge, 
Common Quail, Common Pheasant 
Skylark, Common Woodpigeon, Rock 
Pigeon, Turtle Dove 
Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Redwing, 
Fieldfare  
Common Blackbird, Starling, Common 
Magpie, Jackdaw, Carrion Crow 
Common Teal, Mallard, Gadwall, Wigeon, 
Garganey, Northern Pintail, Northern 
Shoveler, Common Pochard, Tufted Duck, 
Greater White-fronted Goose 
Common Moorhen, Eurorasian Coot, 
Northern Lapwing 
Common Snipe, Woodcock 

The Greater White-Fronted 
Goose cannot be hunted in 
SPAs where there is 
presence of the Lesser 
White-Fronted Goose. 
 
The huntable species are 
grouped according to the 
more specific dates they are 
allowed to be hunted. 

Open trapping Season Legally trapped species Notes 

N/A N/A  

Legal trade Notes 

Only species that are reproduced in captivity can 
be sold. A CITES certificate is needed.  
No wild birds in Greece can be bred in captivity. 
They need to be legally imported by another 
country.  

 

Legislation on “pest species” Notes 

There are no bird species characterised as “pest 
species” in Greece. 

 

BirdLife Partner: Hellenic Ornithological Society  
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