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HUNTING AND TRAPPING LEGISLATION/ RESOURCES 

Name of main legislation: Hunting Act n. 449/2001 

Year of publication: 2001 

Supporting legislation: Regulation of the Ministry of Agriculture 244/2002 Sb. (general implementing 
regulations), Regulation of the Ministry of Agriculture 245/2002 Sb. (hunting seasons) and several 
others, not influencing hunting on birds 

Legislation updates: 204/2015 Sb., 243/2016 Sb., 357/2014 Sb., 170/2013 Sb., 501/2012 Sb., 344/2013 
Sb., 18/2012 Sb., 281/2009 Sb., 227/2009 Sb., 124/2008 Sb., 296/2007 Sb., 444/2005 Sb., 59/2003 Sb., 
320/2002 Sb. 

Hunting legislation (weblink): https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/2001-449 

Authority in charge of controlling hunting (weblink): The Ministry of Agriculture is the central body of 
the state administration of game management in the Czech Republic, with the exception of the 
territories of the national parks which fall within the cognizance of the Ministry of Environment. 

Major inconsistencies or loopholes detected (if yes please describe): None 

Derogations (on EU Birds Directive and/or Bern Convention):  For killing starlings on vineyards 

 

HUNTING AND TRAPPING: METHODS AND RESTRICTIONS 

 
Legal methods/restrictions Notes 

Hunting 

Licensed hunting is permitted for certain period and certain species (see below) in 
specific hunting grounds 
 
Forbidden hunting methods (Hunting Act, § 45): 

a) snares, lime, jaw traps, fall traps, other traps, hooks, 
b) hunt in a unnecessarily painful way, with poison or gas, 
c) trap game using nets (with exception for trapping for releasing in other 

place to increase numbers of game there, or for ornithological research) 
d) hunt birds using owls as lures and hunt any game using other live animals 

as lures, 
e) (not regards birds) 
f) hunt for woodcocks with dogs forcing them to fly and using beaters, 
g) hunt using electrical equipment capable of killing or stun, with artificial 

sources of light, mirrors, equipment for illumination of the target, sights 
for hunting in the night with electronical magnification, with equipment 
for voice reproduction, with explosives, 

All the open 
countryside 
of the state 
is divided 
into hunting 
grounds, so 
in fact, 
hunting is 
possible 
everywhere 
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h) hunt using vehicles moving on the ground or above it, or on the water, 
with exception of a boat floating less than 5 km/hour, 

i) shoot game with other firearm than hunting weapon, 
j) shoot game with forbidden weapons, their additions and ammunition, 
k) (not regards birds) 
l) shoot game using semiautomatic or automatic weapons with magazine for 

more than 2 cartridges, 
m) hunt game in the night (from one hour after sunset to one hour before 

sunrise – exceptions: wild boar, fox), 
n) (not regards birds) 
o) put attractants and/or narcotizing stuff into food (with exception for 

trapping), 
p) shoot game on nests and shoot into nests, 
q) (q is not used in the act…) 
r) hunt for game on grounds where is harvesting underway and up to 200 m 

from these grounds, 
s) hunt 200 m from the border of a hunting estate, hunt for pheasants closer 

than 200 m from neighbouring pheasantry, 
t) (not regards birds) 
u) (not regards birds) 
v) shoot hares, pheasants, Rock Partridges, Guinea Fowls, Mallards, 

Pochards, Tufted ducks, Coots, Greylag Geese, White-fronted Geese and 
Bean Geese other than using shotgun on common hunt with at least 3 
shooters and given number of hunting dogs, 

w) use lead ammunition for hunting for waterbirds in wetlands. 
 
It is forbidden to catch or kill any wild animal (Act nr. 249/1992 Sb., to protect 
animals against maltreatment, § 14): 

a) using snares, falls, nets, harpoons, jaw traps or similar devices, 
b) using baits with poison and poisons in any forms incl. fumigation 

(exceptions possible), 
c) using fall traps and lime sticks, 
d) using explosives, 
e) using bows and crossbows, 
f) using electrical current (exceptions possible), 
g) using semiautomatic and automatic guns with magazine for more than 2 

cartridges (exceptions possible), 
h) using weapons with sight for night shooting, with electronical sight etc., 
i) using aircraft or motor vehicle,  
j) using sounds from tape recorder or similar device (exceptions possible), 
k) using mirrors or other blinding device, 
l) using artificial sources of light and/or devices for illumination of targets, 
m) using formalin or glue traps, 
n) using live animals as lures (exceptions possible). 

 
Falconry is allowed, but only at certain times of the year (see table of hunting 
seasons bellow) and only for game species. 
 
State hunting administration can allow hunting and/or trapping of game species 
outside of open hunting seasons in the case of scientific reasons, hunting of 
injured game and hunting/trapping for the reason of training of hunting dogs or 
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hunting birds of prey. Similarly the administration can allow hunting by forbidden 
methods in case of the need of reduction of numbers of any game species. 
 
State nature conservation can decide about culling of other species than game. 

 
Trapping  
 

Trapping of birds is prohibited except for reason of improving of game populations 
in hunting grounds, enclosures, breeding facilities, for export of living game abroad 
and for scientific reasons. 
 

 

 

HUNTING SEASONS AND SPECIES 

Open Hunting 
Season 

Legally huntable species Notes 

01.09-31.03 Pheasant sp (Reeves’s 
pheasant, Common 
Pheasant) 

Introduced species 
Pheasant-cock 16.10–31.12 
Pheasant-cock and hen pheasant only in pheasantries 16.10–
31.1 
Pheasant-cock and hen (capture only) 1.1–31.3 
Pheasant-cock and hen (capture only in pheasantries) 1.2–
31.3 
Pheasant-cock and hen (only birds of prey) 1.9–31.12 
Reeves's Pheasant - cock 16.10–15.3 
Reeves's Pheasant - hens (only in pheasantries) 16.10–31.12 
(on the same hunting ground it is possible to hunt pheasants 
only twice per year /outside of the pheasantries) 

1.10-31.12 and 
15.3-15.4 

Wild Turkey introduced species 
Wild Turkey - cock 15.3–15.4 
Wild Turkey cock and hen 1.10–31.12 

16.08-15.01 Bean Goose, Greylag 
Goose, Greater White-
fronted Goose 

only on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays 

01.09-30.11 Mallard, Common 
Pochard, Tufted Duck 
Common Coot 

only on Wednesdays and Saturdays 

16.10-31.12 Helmeted Guineafowl Introduced species 

01.08-31.10 Common Wood Pigeon  

16.10-15.02 Eurasian Collared-dove  

01.07-28.2 Eurasian Magpie and 
Carrion/Hooded Crow 

 

15.08-31.10 Common Starling in vineyards only 

 

TRAPPING SEASONS AND SPECIES 

Open Trapping Season Legally trapped species Notes 

NA NA NA  
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TRADE AND PEST SPECIES 

Legal trade Notes 

All species with allowed hunting are tradable  

Legislation on “pest species” Notes 

Special derogation for killing starlings in vineyards (both as derogations from 
nature conservation act).  
Special regional derogations to allow killing cormorants in several counties. 
Other bird “pests” (herons, …) are possible to kill under individual small-scale 
derogations only. 

 

 

NGO: CSO 

Contact Person: Zdenek Vermouzek 

 

mailto:science@birdlife.org

