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Name of main legislation: Because of political situation in the country, there are 2 valid hunting laws 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Law on Hunting of Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Official Gazette 

of Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina No. 4/06, 01.02.2006.) and Law on Hunting of Republika 

Srpska (Official Gazette of Republika Srpska, No. 60/2009, 16.09.2009). 

Year of publication: 2006; 2009 

Supporting legislation: “Ordinance on the hunting season of seasonally protected game and list of 

birds and mammals considered beneficial for agriculture and forestry” (Official Gazette of Federation 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina 1/08) in Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and “Order on 

determination of birds and mammals beneficial for agriculture and forestry” (Official Gazette of 

Republika Srpska No. 3, 2010) and “Order  on the hunting season of seasonally protected game” 

(Official Gazette of Republika Srpska No. 3, 2010). 

Legislation updates: Amendments in 2010 and regulation for setting hunting season from 2008 

Hunting legislation (web link):  

http://www.fmpvs.gov.ba/texts/205_17_h.pdf 
http://www.fmpvs.gov.ba/texts/205_186_h.pdf 
http://www.fmpvs.gov.ba/texts/206_50_h.pdf 
http://aarhus.ba/sarajevo/images/docs/Zakon_o_lovstvu_60_09.pdf 
http://www.slglasnik.org/slgl/documents/2010/003/?lang=b – the access to the Ordinances was free 
several months ago. 
 

Authority in charge of controlling hunting (web link): Federal hunting inspectors, federal border 

hunting inspectors and cantonal hunting inspectors (in Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina), 

Inspection for forestry and hunting (in Republika Srpska). Web links are not available. 

Major inconsistencies or loopholes detected (if yes please describe): BiH is politically decentralized 
and comprises two governing entities, the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska. 
Both entities have different legal frameworks, also for hunting. 119 bird species are listed as hunting 
animals (“divljač”) in the hunting law of the Federation and even 153 species in the law of the 
Republika Srpska. Out of those, 44 species of birds in the Federation (12 of which are not protected at 
all 32 which have hunting season) and 50 in Republika Srpska (33 of which are not protected at all and 
17 which have hunting season) can be hunted. The Laws are complicated and not understood and/or 
respected by the hunters themselves. For several species listed as game (12 in Federation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and 33 in Republika Srpska), no hunting season is defined in the “hunting calendar”, 
so technically they can be hunted throughout the year. For some species which are listed as seasonally 
protected game, no data about the start/finish of hunting season are found in the hunting calendar 
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Derogations (on EU Birds Directive and/or Bern Convention):  Phalacrocorax carbo, P. aristotelis and 
P. pygmeus are listed as a game, but not protected in the Hunting Law of Republika Srpska. This also 
applies to several other species listed in Annex I of Birds Directive (Gypaeatus barbatus, Neophron 
percnopterus, Accipiter gentilis, Accipiter nisus i Accipiter brevipes, Aythya nyroca, Marmoranetta 
anguirostris in Republika Srpska; Gallinago media, Plegadis falcinellus, Platalea leucorodia in 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina). Hunting season is long, so some species can be hunted during 
migration. For several species listed as game no hunting season is defined in the “hunting calendar”, so 
technically they can be hunted throughout the year. 

 

Legal methods/restrictions Notes 

Hunting 

- Hunting is allowed every day 

- Temporary stopping of hunting activities is required for such 

game species suffering from stock decline due to extreme 

weather conditions, epidemic plague, fire or comparable 

reasons. 

- In the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina  the usage of 

semi-automatic weapons with up to 5 cartridges is allowed. 

Hunting guns in the Republika Srpska are restricted to no more 

than two cartridges. Semi-automatic hunting carbines, military 

arms and military ammunition are generally forbidden in the 

both areas 

- Restrictions include: no use of tape records, light sources, 

motor vehicles, decoys and lures, no poisoning and poisoned 

bait,  

- Any kind of mass-destruction techniques or devices; using bow 

and arrows with exception of hunting of high game in enclosed 

areas smaller than 1000 hectares; hunt with birds of prey and 

other carnivores are prohibited 

- It is forbidden to hunt feathered game during incubation and 

feeding the young and destroy nests and eggs in both Laws 

 

 
Trapping  
 

Trapping as a way of hunt is forbidden by both entity laws. This 

includes use of nooses, traps, nets and glue. 
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Open Hunting Season Legally huntable species Notes 

Mid-September-January 
Phasianidae:  
Rock Partridge (Alectoris graeca) 

For Rock Patridge, hunting season 
in Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is from 15 September 
to 31 December, and in Republika 
Srpska from 1 October to 5 
January 

October-early January 
Phasianidae:  
Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus 
colchicus) 

 

Mid-August-November 
Phasianidae:  
Hazel Grouse (Bonasia bonasia) 

In Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; Male only 

Mid-August-January 
Phasianidae:  
Hazel Grouse(Bonasia bonasia) 

In Republika Srpska, Male only 

Mid-March-June 
Phasianidae:  
Western Capercaillie (Tetrao 
urogallus) 

In Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; Male only 

April-June 
Phasianidae:  
Western Capercaillie (Tetrao 
urogallus) 

In Republika Srpska; Male only 

September- February 

Geese: 
Bean Goose (Anser fabalis), 
Greater White-fronted Goose 
(Anser albifrons), Greylag Goose 
(Anser anser) 
 
Rails: 
Common Coot (Fulica atra) in 
Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
 
Ducks: 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), 
Gadwall (Anas strepera), Eurasian 
Wigeon (Anas penelope), Eurasian 
Teal (Anas crecca) 

Hunting season for Greylag Goose 

and Bean Goose in Federation of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina starts on 1 

September and lasts until end of 

January, and in Republika Srpska it 

is from Mid-September to the end 

of February.  

Greater White-fronted Goose is in 

the Hunting Law of Federation of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina listed as a 

species which can be hunted 

during open season, but the 

season is not defined. In Republika 

Srpska this species is fully 

protected.  

Pink-footed Goose (Anser 

brachyrhynchus ) is not listed as 

game.  

Hunting season for Common Coot 

starts on 1 September in both 

entities. In Federation of Bosnia 
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and Herzegovina  it ends on 31 

January, and in Republika Srpska 

on 29 February. 

Hunting season for Gadwall, 

Eurasian Wigeon and Eurasian Teal 

in Federation of Bosnia and 

Herzgovina is from 1 September to 

1 March, but in Republika Srpska 

the hunting season for these 

species is not defined.  

October-February 

Snipes and Woodcock: 
Common Snipe (Gallinago 
gallinago) and Eurasian Woodcock 
(Scolopax rusticola)  

In Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

August - February 

Snipes and Woodcock: 
Common Snipe (Gallinago 
gallinago) and Eurasian Woodcock 
(Scolopax rusticola) 

In Republika Srpska 

August-January 

Phasianidae:  
Common Quail (Coturnix coturnix) 
 
Columbidae: 
Rock Pigeon (Columba livia)  
European Turtle-dove 
(Streptopelia turtur) , Common 
Wood Pigeon (Columba palumbus) 

For Rock Pigeon, Common Wood 
Pigeon  and European Turtle-dove 
in the Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (season is open from 
1 August to 31 December).  
 
In Republika Srpska, season for 
Rock Pigeon  and European Turtle-
dove is from 1 August to 31 
January, 
And for Common Wood Pigeon the 
season is not defined. 

Species listed as seasonally 
protected game, but hunting 
season not defined:  

In Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina:  
Netta rufina, Aythya ferina, Aythya 
fuligula, Tringa ochropus, Tringa 
totanus, Limosa limosa, Limosa 
lapponica , Lymnocriptes minimus, 
Gallinago media 
 
In Republika Srpska: 
Anas crecca, Lymnocriptes 
minimus, Gallinago media, 
Streptopelia decaocto 

 

Not protected (listed as game, but 
no protection status is mentioned) 

In Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina:  
Columba oenas, Columba 
palumbus, Streptopelia decaocto, 
Garrulus glandarius, Pica pica, 
Nucifraga caryocatactes, Corvus 
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monedula, Corvus frugilelus, 
Corvus cornix 
 
In Republika Srpska:  
Anser fabalis, Tadorna tadorna, 
Tadorna ferruginea, Anas strepera, 
Anas penelope, Anas clypeata, 
Anas acuta, Anas querquedula, 
Marmoranetta anguirostris, 
Aythya ferina, Aythya nyroca, 
Aythya fuligula, Bucephala 
clangula, Phalacrocorax carbo, 
Phalacrocorax aristotelis, 
Phalacrocorax pygmeus, Ardea 
cinerea, Gypaetus barbatus, 
Accipiter nisus, Accipiter gentilis, 
Columba oenas, Columba 
palumbus, Garrulus glandarius, 
Pica pica, Nucifraa caryocatactes, 
Corvus monedula, Corvus 
frugilegus, Corvus cornix 

Open Trapping Season Legally trapped species Notes 

  
None – trapping is forbidden in 
both entities 

Legal trade Notes 

 
Not defined in Laws on Hunting, but it is not specified 
that species which are considered legally hunted game 
cannot be traded 

Legislation on “pest species” Notes 

 None 

 

NGO: Ornithological Society “Naše ptice” 

Contact Person: Nermina Sarajlić: nermina_sarajlic@yahoo.com  
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