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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Albania 0-8 <1 2002-2012 poor - 0-30 2002-2012 poor - 0-30 1980-2012 poor  
Armenia 100-250 1 2002-2012 medium ?    ?     
Azerbaijan 1,000-2,500 11 2014 poor -  2000-2014 poor ?     
Bosnia & HG 20-40 <1 2010-2014 poor ?    + 50-60 1980-2013 poor  
Bulgaria 650-750 5 2005-2012 medium + 60-90 2000-2012 medium + 1200-1400 1980-2012 medium  
Cyprus 62-64 <1 2011-2012 good + 700-933 2001-2012 medium + 6100-6300 1992-2012 medium  
Georgia 50-60 <1 2005-2012 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium 0 0 1980-2012 medium  
Greece 200-300 2 2008-2012 medium 0 0 2001-2012 medium ?     
Hungary 5-15 <1 2009-2011 good + 25-50 2000-2012 medium + 400-1400 1992-2012 medium  
Kosovo 2-3 <1 2009-2014 good ?    ?     
FYRO Macedonia 80-120 1 2001-2012 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium + 400 1980-2012 medium  
Moldova 2-4 <1 2007-2012 medium + 0-20 2001-2012 medium + 0-20 1980-2012 medium  
Romania 400-900 4 2001-2013 medium + 5-20 2001-2013 medium + 2000-3000 1980-2012 medium  
Russia 3,000-4,000 23 2008-2011 medium + 5-30 2000-2012 good ?     
Serbia 20-30 <1 2008-2012 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium + ≥30 1980-2012 medium  
Turkey 6,200-10,000 53 2013 medium 0 0 2000-2012 poor ?     
Ukraine 50-150 1 2000 medium F 10-20 2001-2012 medium + 10-20 1980-2012 medium  
EU27 1,300-2,000 11   Increasing         
Europe 11,800-19,200 100   Increasing         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.



THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™ BirdLife International (2015) European Red List of Birds

Buteo rufinus (Long-legged Buzzard)

Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding short-term trend: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Armenia
Breeding population size: ASPB data

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: AOS data base
Breeding short-term trend: AOS data base
Breeding long-term trend: AOS data base

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Breeding population size: Kotrošan, D., Drocić, N., Trbojević, S., Šimić, E., Dervović, I., 2012: Program IBA, Međunarosdno značajna područja za ptice, u Bosni i 
Hercegovini. Ornitološko društvo “Naše ptice”, interno izdanje za projekat “Evaluacija IBA područja u FBiH”, Sarajevo. Kotrošan, D. & Hatibović, E., 2012: Raptors in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina – status and perspectives for monitoring. Acrocephalus 33 (154/155): 173-179.
Breeding long-term trend: Grubač, B., Rašajski, J., 2000: Riđi mišar (Buteo rufinus). U: Puzović, S., 2000 (eds): Atlas ptica grabljivica Srbije. Zavod za zaštitu prirode Srbije, 
Beograd, pp: 111-116.

Bulgaria
Breeding population size: Demerdzhiev, D., S. Stoychev, B. Tonchev, L. Profirov, E. Stoynov, I. Mitev 2007. Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus - In: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007. 
Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Bulgaria. BSPB, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, BSPB, 156-157 pp. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, 
Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database
Breeding short-term trend: Demerdzhiev, D., S. Stoychev, B. Tonchev, L. Profirov, E. Stoynov, I. Mitev 2007. Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus - In: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007. 
Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Bulgaria. BSPB, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, BSPB, 156-157 pp. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, 
Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database
Breeding long-term trend: Demerdzhiev, D., S. Stoychev, B. Tonchev, L. Profirov, E. Stoynov, I. Mitev 2007. Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus - In: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007. 
Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Bulgaria. BSPB, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, BSPB, 156-157 pp. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, 
Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database Michev, T. 1985. Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus, Cretzchmar, 1827) – In: Red Data Book of Bulgaria. 
Vol 2. S., BAS, 183 pp. (In Bulgarian). Michev, Т., I. Vatev, P. Simeonov, L. Profirov 1984. Destribution and breeding biology of Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus, 
Cretzchmar, 1827) in Bulgaria. – Ecology, 13, 74 – 82 pp. (In Bulgarian). Simeonov, S., T. Michev, D. Nankinov 1990. Fauna of Bulgaria V. 20 Aves, Part І, S., BAN: 1-350 pp. 
(In Bulgarian). BirdLife International (2004) Bird in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International. (BirdLife Conservation 
Series No. 12).

Cyprus
Breeding population size: Monitoring data from the Cyprus Game & Fauna Service, earlier records of which published by Kassinis, N. (2009) Long Legged Buzzard Buteo 
rufinus rufinus breeding distribution and abundance in Cyprus, Avocetta, 33. Population range shown is Game & Fauna Service data for 2012.
Breeding short-term trend: 6 pairs in period mid-90s to 2001, according to Game & Fuana Service. 7 pairs in 1999, according to Cyprus Forestry department data reported 
by Cyprus Ornithological Society (COS (1957) annual report for 2000), 34 pairs reported by Game & Fauna Service for 2005 (Kassinis, N. 2009) and 63 pairs (62-64p) 
according to Game & Fauna Service in 2012
Breeding long-term trend: Not reported as breeding species prior to 1992. Whaley DJ & Dawes JC, in their 2003 Cyprus breeding birds’ atlas, report first breeding in 1992, 
another pair in 1997. Also reported as breeding in 1992 and 1993 (1p) by Kourtellarides L 1998. Breeding birds of Cyprus. Bank of Cyprus group, Cyprus. Seven pairs in 
1999, according to Cyprus Forestry department data reported by Cyprus Ornithological Society (COS (1957) annual report for 2000). 6 pairs in period mid-90s to 2001, 
according to Game & Fuana Service. 34 pairs reported by Game & Fauna Service for 2005 (Kassinis, N. 2009) and 63 pairs according to Game & Fauna Service in 2012. 
Trend calculated taking 1p in 1992 as the starting point.

Georgia
Breeding population size: Abuladze, A. 2013. Birds of Prey of Georgia (Materials towards a Fauna of Georgia Issue VI). Tbilisi, Printing House “Lasha Khvichia”. Tbilisi: 218 
pp. (in English). Galvez, R.A., Gavashelishvili, L., Javakhishvili, Z. 2005. Raptors and Owls of Georgia (Field guide). Tbilisi, GCCW & Buneba Print Publishing. Tbilisi: 128 pp. 
(in English & in Georgian).
Breeding short-term trend: Abuladze, A. 2013. Birds of Prey of Georgia (Materials towards a Fauna of Georgia Issue VI). Tbilisi, Printing House “Lasha Khvichia”. Tbilisi: 
218 pp. (in English). Galvez, R.A., Gavashelishvili, L., Javakhishvili, Z. 2005. Raptors and Owls of Georgia (Field guide). Tbilisi, GCCW & Buneba Print Publishing. Tbilisi: 128 
pp. (in English & in Georgian).
Breeding long-term trend: Abuladze, A. 2013. Birds of Prey of Georgia (Materials towards a Fauna of Georgia Issue VI). Tbilisi, Printing House “Lasha Khvichia”. Tbilisi: 218 
pp. (in English). Galvez, R.A., Gavashelishvili, L., Javakhishvili, Z. 2005. Raptors and Owls of Georgia (Field guide). Tbilisi, GCCW & Buneba Print Publishing. Tbilisi: 128 pp. 
(in English & in Georgian).

Greece
Breeding population size: Portolou, D., Bourdakis, S., Vlachos, C., Kastritis, T., and Dimalexis. T. (eds.) 2009. Important Bird Areas of Greece: Priority sites for 
conservation. Hellenic Ornithological Society. Athens. Dimalexis, T., Bousbouras, D., Kastritis, T., Manolopoulos, A. & Saravia, V. (eds.) 2009. Evaluation of 69 Important Bird 
Areas as Special Protection Areas. Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, Athens. Alivizatos, C. & Handrinos, G., 2009. Long-legged 
Buzzard. In: Legakis, A. & P. Maragou (eds.). The Greek Red Data Book. Hellenic Zoological Society.
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Greece
Breeding short-term trend: Portolou, D., Bourdakis, S., Vlachos, C., Kastritis, T., and Dimalexis. T. (eds.) 2009. Important Bird Areas of Greece: Priority sites for 
conservation. Hellenic Ornithological Society. Athens. Dimalexis, T., Bousbouras, D., Kastritis, T., Manolopoulos, A. & Saravia, V. (eds.) 2009. Evaluation of 69 Important Bird 
Areas as Special Protection Areas. Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, Athens. Alivizatos, C. & Handrinos, G., 2009. Long-legged 
Buzzard. In: Legakis, A. & P. Maragou (eds.). The Greek Red Data Book. Hellenic Zoological Society.

Hungary
Breeding population size: Tihanyi, G., Tar, J., Vasas, A., Vincze, T., Czifrák, G. és Bagyura, J. (2012): Pusztai ölyv állomány adatok - 2010 / Long-legged Buzzard 
population data 2010 (In Hungarian with English summary.) Heliaca 8: 45. Breeding bird (MME RTM) database. National Park Direcorates& databases.
Breeding short-term trend: MME Nomenclator Bizottság (2008): Magyarország madarainak névjegyzéke. Nomenclator avium Hungariae. Magyar Madártani és 
Természetvédelmi Egyesület, Budapest. p. 278. National Park Direcorates& databases.
Breeding long-term trend: MME Nomenclator Bizottság (2008): Magyarország madarainak névjegyzéke. Nomenclator avium Hungariae. Magyar Madártani és 
Természetvédelmi Egyesület, Budapest. p. 278. National Park Direcorates& databases.

Kosovo
Breeding population size: NGO "Finch" (2014)

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Breeding population size: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božiič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird 
Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282.
Breeding short-term trend: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božiič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird 
Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282.
Breeding long-term trend: Grubač, B. R. 1999. Distribution and Ecology of the Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus Cretzschmar, 1827) in the Central Balkans. 
Contributions to the Zoogeography and Ecology of the Eastern Mediterranean Region 1:125–130. Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. 
Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božiič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282.

Moldova
Breeding population size: BALTAG Emanuel Ştefan, AJDER Vitalie, Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus) expansion in the Historical Region of Moldavia, Book of Abstracts. 
Annual Zoological Congress of „Grigore Antipa” Museum, Bucharest, Romania, 2011, p. 184
Breeding short-term trend: BALTAG Emanuel Ştefan, AJDER Vitalie, Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus) expansion in the Historical Region of Moldavia, Book of 
Abstracts. Annual Zoological Congress of „Grigore Antipa” Museum, Bucharest, Romania, 2011, p. 184
Breeding long-term trend: BALTAG Emanuel Ştefan, AJDER Vitalie, Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus) expansion in the Historical Region of Moldavia, Book of 
Abstracts. Annual Zoological Congress of „Grigore Antipa” Museum, Bucharest, Romania, 2011, p. 184

Romania
Breeding population size: “Milvus Group” Bird and Nature Protection Association database (unpublished data) Romanian Ornithological Society database (unpublished 
data) National Raptor Census 2005-2007 (unpublished data) National Raptor Census 2013 (unpublished data) Génsbøl, B., Thiede, W. (2004). Greif Vögel. BLV 
Verlagsgesellschaft mbH, München 2004
Breeding short-term trend: National Raptor Census 2005-2007 (unpublished data) National Raptor Census 2013 (unpublished data) Munteanu, D. (2002). Atlasul păsărilor 
clocitoare din România. Ediţia II. Publicaţii SOR, Nr. 16. Cluj-Napoca 2002. Génsbøl, B., Thiede, W. (2004). Greif Vögel. BLV Verlagsgesellschaft mbH, München 2004
Breeding long-term trend: National Raptor Census 2005-2007 (unpublished data) National Raptor Census 2013 (unpublished data) Munteanu, D. (2002). Atlasul păsărilor 
clocitoare din România. Ediţia II. Publicaţii SOR, Nr. 16. Cluj-Napoca 2002. Génsbøl, B., Thiede, W. (2004). Greif Vögel. BLV Verlagsgesellschaft mbH, München 2004

Russia
Breeding population size: Zavjalov E.V., Tabachishin V.G., Mosolova E.Yu. 2012. Distribution and some aspects of ecology of Long-legged Buzzard in Saratov Zavolzjje. - 
Buzzards of North Eurasia: distribution, population status, biology. Proc. of the 6th International Conference on Birds of Prey and Owls of North Eurasia. Kryvyi Rih: 38-41 (in 
Russian). Pimenov V.N., Belik V.P. 2010. Long-legged Buzzard in Volgodrad Zavolzhje. – Ornithology in North Eurasia. Materials of 13th Intern. Conf. Orenburg: 250 (in 
Russian). Muzaev V.M., Erdnenov G.I., Erdny-Garyaeyv B.E., Antonova E.V. 2012. On the problem of current numbers and nesting ecology of the Long-legged Buzzard in the 
Black Lands (the Republic of Kalmykia). - Buzzards of North Eurasia: distribution, population status, biology. Proc. of the 6th International Conference on Birds of Prey and 
Owls of North Eurasia. Kryvyi Rih: 136-145 (in Russian). Muzaev V.M., Erdnenov G.I., Badmaev V.E., Medjidov R.A. 2012. Towards the problem of current numbers and 
breeding ecology of the Long-legged Buzzard in Sarpinskaya Lowland. - Buzzards of North Eurasia: distribution, population status, biology. Proc. of the 6th International 
Conference on Birds of Prey and Owls of North Eurasia. Kryvyi Rih: 146-153 (in Russian).
Breeding short-term trend: Pimenov V.N., Belik V.P. 2010. Long-legged Buzzard in Volgodrad Zavolzhje. – Ornithology in North Eurasia. Materials of 13th Intern. Conf. 
Orenburg: 250 (in Russian).

Serbia
Breeding population size: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding long-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data

Turkey
Breeding population size: Doga Dernegi unpublished data. www.kusbank.org Kirwan G.M., Boyla K. A., Castell P., Demirci B., Özen M., Welch H., Marlow T., 2008, Birds of 
Turkey. Londra, Christopher Helm, 978-1-4081-0475-
Breeding short-term trend: Doğa Derneği, Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Key Biodiversity Areas of Turkey (Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa 
Alanları) Doğa Derneği, Ankara, KILIÇ, T., EKEN, G. 2004, Türkiye'nin Önemli Kuş Alanları Güncellemesi, Doğa Derneği. Ankara.
Breeding long-term trend: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12)
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Ukraine
Breeding population size: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 4. European birds 
populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/ EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation 
Series N10, 160 p. 5. Gorban I, Flade M. The importance of the Upper Pripyat (Ukraine) for the protection of birds. The ecology and conservation of floodplanins and lowland 
mires in the Polesya Region. Minsk. 2000. p. 103-110.
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Birds in Europe: Population 
Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 374 р. 4. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського 
університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158.
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Горбань І. Грищенко В. 
Вєтров В. Костін С. Пілюга В. Про чисельність хижих птахів в Україні . «Екологічні аспекти охорони птахів ». Матеріали VII наради орнітологів Західної України. м. 
Івано - Франківськ , 4-7 лютого 1999 р. Львів . 1999. с. 32-33. 4. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. 
BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724.
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