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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Albania 1,000-1,500 <1 2002-2012 medium - 10-20 2002-2012 medium - 15-25 1980-2012 medium  
Armenia 5,000-10,000 <1 2002-2012 poor ?    ?     
Azerbaijan 5,000-10,000 <1 1996-2000 poor ?    ?     
Bosnia & HG 30-50 <1 2010-2014 poor ?    ?     
Bulgaria 4,500-6,800 <1 2005-2012 medium 0 5-10 2000-2012 good 0 5-10 1980-2012 medium  
Croatia 160-260 <1 2010 medium 0 0 2003-2010 medium -  1980-2012 medium  
Cyprus 1,000-3,000 <1 2006-2013 medium 0 0 2001-2013 poor - 10-30 1980-2012 poor  
France 130-160 <1 2006-2012 good + 30-60 2006-2012 good - 50 1980-2012 medium  
Georgia Present <1   ?    ?     
Greece 40,000-60,000 <1 2007-2013 medium - 86 2007-2013 good ?     
Italy 6,000-12,000 <1 2007 poor - ≥30 2001-2011 poor -  1980-2011 poor  
FYRO Macedonia 20,000-50,000 <1 2001-2012 poor ?    ?     
Moldova 1-10 <1 2000-2010 medium - 30-50 2000-2010 medium - 20-30 1980-2010 medium  
Montenegro 400-1,000 <1 2002-2012 medium ?    ?     
Portugal 5,000-10,000 <1 2008-2012 medium - 52-90 2004-2011 poor ?     
Romania 750,000-1,500,000 7 2010-2013 medium ?    ?     
Russia 2,000,000-5,000,000 21 2008-2012 poor F 0 2000-2012 medium - 10-50 1980-2012 medium  
Serbia 250-350 <1 2008-2012 medium + 30 2000-2012 medium +  1980-2012 medium  
Spain 3,395,000-5,175,000 28 2004-2006 good - 34 1998-2012 good -  1980-2012 medium  
Turkey 4,000,000-10,000,000 42 2013 poor 0 0 2000-2012 poor 0 0-19 1990-2013 poor  
Ukraine 40,000-80,000 <1 2000 medium F 15-20 2001-2012 medium F 20-25 1980-2012 medium  
EU27 4,200,000-6,770,000 36   Decreasing         
Europe 10,300,000-21,900,000 100   Decreasing         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.



THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™ BirdLife International (2015) European Red List of Birds

Melanocorypha calandra (Calandra Lark)

Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding short-term trend: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Armenia
Breeding population size: ASPB data

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Breeding population size: Kotrošan, D., Drocić, N., Trbojević, S., Šimić, E., Dervović, I., 2012: Program IBA, Međunarosdno značajna područja za ptice, u Bosni i 
Hercegovini. Ornitološko društvo “Naše ptice”, interno izdanje za projekat “Evaluacija IBA područja u FBiH”, Sarajevo.

Bulgaria
Breeding population size: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. BSPB Bird Database Po sledite na pticite (http://www.worldbirds.org) Project: Mapping of natural habitats and species - Phase 1; LOT 7 - Identification and 
minimising of risks for wild birds
Breeding short-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. BSPB Bird Database
Breeding long-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/

Croatia
Breeding population size: Tutiš, V., Kralj, J., Radović, D., Ćiković, D. i Barišić, S. (2013): Crvena knjiga ptica Republike Hrvatske. Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i prirode, 
Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb
Breeding short-term trend: Tutiš, V., Kralj, J., Radović, D., Ćiković, D. i Barišić, S. (2013): Crvena knjiga ptica Republike Hrvatske. Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i prirode, 
Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode; Radović. D., Kralj, J. Tutiš, V., Ćiković, D. (2003): Red Data Book of Birds od Croatia. MNPPP., Zagreb.
Breeding long-term trend: Tutiš, V., Kralj, J., Radović, D., Ćiković, D. i Barišić, S. (2013): Crvena knjiga ptica Republike Hrvatske. Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i prirode, 
Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb

Cyprus
Breeding population size: Analysis of field data from surveys carried out in 2010 and 2011 under an EU-funded programme to revise the Cyprus inventory of Important Bird 
Areas (a programme that BirdLife Cyprus coordinated); Also data from BirdLife Cyprus annual reports 2006-2012
Breeding short-term trend: Analysis of recent BirdLife Cyprus bird sightings records reported in the society's annual reports; Whaley DJ & Dawes JC, 2003 Cyprus Breeding 
Birds’ Atlas; 2012 revised inventory of Cyprus Important Bird Areas, by Hellicar et al.
Breeding long-term trend: Analysis of BirdLife Cyprus bird sightings records reported in the society's annual reports; Whaley DJ & Dawes JC, 2003 Cyprus Breeding Birds’ 
Atlas; 2012 revised inventory of Cyprus Important Bird Areas, by Hellicar et al.; Flint & Stewart BOU Checklist no.6 (1992) The Birds of Cyprus

France
Breeding population size: http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/PNA_ganga.pdf DUPUIS V. et les coordinateurs espèce 2012 ?Les oiseaux nicheurs rares et 
menacés en France en 2011. ?[Rare and endangered breeding birds in France in 2011.] , LPO, p. 289-325
Breeding short-term trend: Dupuis, V., Scher, O. et al. 2012 Les Oiseaux nicheurs rares & menacés en 2011, 289-325
Breeding long-term trend: Dupuis, V., Scher, O. et al. 2012 Les Oiseaux nicheurs rares & menacés en 2011, 289-325

Georgia
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004

Greece
Breeding population size: Hellenic Common Birds Monitoring Scheme database, Hellenic Ornithological Society
Breeding short-term trend: Hellenic Common Birds Monitoring Scheme database, Hellenic Ornithological Society

Italy
Breeding population size: Brichetti P & Fracasso G. 2007. Ornitologia italiana. Vol.4 (Apodidae-Prunellidae). Alberto Perdisa Editore, Bologna
Breeding short-term trend: Peronace V, Cecere JG, Gustin M & Rondinini C. 2012. Lista Rossa 2011 degli Uccelli Nidificanti in Italia. Avocetta 36: 11-58
Breeding long-term trend: Peronace V, Cecere JG, Gustin M & Rondinini C. 2012. Lista Rossa 2011 degli Uccelli Nidificanti in Italia. Avocetta 36: 11-58 Tucker GM & Heath 
MF. 1994. Birds in Europe. Their conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International. BirdLife Conservation Series No. 3 BirdLife International 2004. Birds in Europe: 
population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International. BirdLife Conservation Series No. 12 Brichetti P & Fracasso G. 2007. Ornitologia 
italiana. Vol.4 (Apodidae-Prunellidae). Alberto Perdisa Editore, Bologna
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The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Breeding population size: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božiič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird 
Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282.

Moldova
Breeding population size: Munteanu A., Zubcov, N., Cozari T. Păsări. Lumea animală. Ştiinţa, 2006, Vol. 3, 220p.
Breeding short-term trend: Munteanu A., Zubcov, N., Cozari T. Păsări. Lumea animală. Ştiinţa, 2006, Vol. 3, 220p.
Breeding long-term trend: Burfield I., Bommel van F., Birds in Europe. Population estimates, trends and conservation status. BirdLife International. Oxford, 2004. 374p. 
Zubcov, N., Birds of Moldova // The Birds of the Western Palearctic. Oxford University Press, Oxford. 1998, 1850 p Munteanu A., Zubcov, N., Cozari T. Păsări. Lumea 
animală. Ştiinţa, 2006, Vol. 3, 220p.

Montenegro
Breeding population size: Puzovic, S., Simic, D., Saveljić, D., Gergelj, J., Tucakov,M.,Stojnic,N., Hulo, I., Ham, I., Vizi,O., Sciban,M., Ruzic,M., Vucanovic,M., Jovanovic, T. 
(2004): Birds of Serbia and Montenegro – Size of nesting populations. I trends: 1990-2002. Ciconia 12,

Portugal
Breeding population size: Programa Censos de Aves Comuns (CAC);Equipa Atlas (2008). Atlas das Aves Nidificantes em Portugal (1999-2005). Instituto da Conservação 
da Natureza e da Biodiversidade, Sociedade Portuguesa para o Estudo das Aves, Parque Natural da Madeira e Secretaria Regional do Ambiente e do Mar. Assírio e Alvim. 
Lisboa.
Breeding short-term trend: Programa Censos de Aves Comuns (CAC)

Romania
Breeding population size: Romanian Commonbird Monitoring Programme, 2007-2012 SOR database, Milvus database
Breeding short-term trend: Romanian Commonbird Monitoring Programme, 2007-2012 SOR database, Milvus database
Breeding long-term trend: Romanian Commonbird Monitoring Programme, 2007-2012 SOR database, Milvus database

Russia
Breeding population size: Fedosov V.N. 2007. Campophilous birds in the south-east of Kuma-Manych Depression. PhD thesis. Stavropol: 22 p. (in Russian). Fedosov V.N. 
2010. Distribution, ecology and numbers of Calandra Lark in the north-east of Stavropol Territory. - Strepet 8 (1): 59-69 (in Russian). Lindeman G.V., Lopushkov V.A. 2004. 
Long-term population trends of larks in clay semidesert of the area east of the Volga River. - Ornitologia 31: 114- (in Russian). Belik V.P. 2013. Larks in the semideserts in 
vicinities of the lake Baskunchak. - Studies of natural complex of vicinities of the lake Baskunchak. Volgograd, Volgograd Sci. Publishing: 22-26 (in Russian). Borodin O.V., 
Smirnova S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru
Breeding short-term trend: Fedosov V.N. 2010. Distribution, ecology and numbers of Calandra Lark in the north-east of Stavropol Territory. - Strepet 8 (1): 59-69 (in 
Russian). Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru
Breeding long-term trend: Belik V.P. et al. 2003. Recent population trends of breeding birds in the Southern Russia. - Strepet 1: 10-30 (in Russian). Oparin M.L., Oparina 
O.S. 2010. Population trends of larks in steppes of Zavolzhye during last century in connection with anthropogenic transformation of habitats and natural processes. – 
Ornithology in Northern Eurasia. Materials of the XIIIth International Ornithological Conference of Northern Eurasia. Abstracts of papers. Orenburg, Publishing House of the 
Orenburg State Pedagogical University: 242 (in Russian). Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru

Serbia
Breeding population size: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding long-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data

Spain
Breeding population size: Carrascal, L.M. & D. Palomino (2008). Las aves comunes reproductoras en España. Población en 2004-2006. (Seguimiento de Aves, 19). SEO/
BirdLife. Madrid. 202 pp. http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/19_paseriformes_2004_2006_tcm7-218232.pdf
Breeding short-term trend: SEO/BirdLife (2013). Programas de seguimiento de SEO/BirdLife en 2012. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 35 pp. Información obtenida a partir de la Base 
de Datos del Inventario de especies terrestres. Seguimiento de Aves SACRE. (Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente). http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/
biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/tendencia_aves_comunes_espania.aspx Gráfica de la tendencia poblacional: http://
www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/ieet_aves_sist_seg_tendencia_comunes_esp.aspx http://www.seo.org/
RESULTADOS-SEGUIMIENTO-DE-AVES/
Breeding long-term trend: Carrascal, L.M. & D. Palomino (2008). Las aves comunes reproductoras en España. Población en 2004-2006. (Seguimiento de Aves, 19). SEO/
BirdLife. Madrid. 202 pp. http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/19_paseriformes_2004_2006_tcm7-218232.pdf Martí, R. & del Moral, 
J.C. (Eds.) (2003). Atlas de las Aves Reproductoras de España. Dirección General de Conservación de la Naturaleza- Sociedad Española de Ornitología. Madrid, 733 pp. 
http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/inventario-nacional-de-biodiversidad/ieet_aves_atlas.aspx Purroy, 
F.J. (Coord.) (1997). Atlas de las aves de España (1975-1995). SEO/BidLife. Lynx Edicions. Barcelona. 583 pp.

Turkey
Breeding population size: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12) www.kusbank.org
Breeding short-term trend: Doğa Derneği, Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Key Biodiversity Areas of Turkey (Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa 
Alanları) Doğa Derneği, Ankara, KILIÇ, T., EKEN, G. 2004, Türkiye'nin Önemli Kuş Alanları Güncellemesi, Doğa Derneği. Ankara.
Breeding long-term trend: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12)
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Ukraine
Breeding population size: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724.
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Birds in Europe: Population 
Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 374 р. 4. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського 
університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158. 5. Бокотей А.А., Дзюбенко Н.В., Горбань І.М. та інші. Гніздова орнітофауна басейну Верхнього Дністра. 
– Львів: ЛНУ, 2010. – 400 с.
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 4. Горбань І. Оцінка 
чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158.
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