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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Azerbaijan 5,000-50,000 33 2014 poor 0.0 0 2000-2014  0.0 0 1980-2014 poor  
Bulgaria 200-500 1 2005-2012 medium 0 0-5 2001-2012 medium 0 0-5 1980-2012 poor  
Georgia Present <1   ?    ?     
Moldova 30-50 <1 2000-2010 medium F 0 2000-2010 medium F 0 1980-2010 medium  
Romania 400-700 1 2008-2013 medium ?    ?     
Russia 15,000-50,000 57 2008-2010 poor 0 0 2000-2012 poor 0 0 1980-2012 poor  
Turkey 100-500 <1 2013 poor 0 0 2000-2012 poor 0 0-19 1990-2013 poor  
Ukraine 3,000-5,500 8 2000 medium F 5-10 1998-2010 medium F 5-10 1980-2010 medium  
EU27 600-1,200 2   Unknown         
Europe 23,700-107,000 100   Stable         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.



THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™ BirdLife International (2015) European Red List of Birds

Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: AOS data base
Breeding short-term trend: AOS data base
Breeding long-term trend: AOS data base

Bulgaria
Breeding population size: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. SPAs mapping in 2012 Geographic Information System with Ornithologcal Information of BSPB
Breeding short-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. SPAs mapping in 2012 Geographic Information System with Ornithologcal Information of BSPB
Breeding long-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p.

Georgia
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004

Moldova
Breeding population size: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding short-term trend: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding long-term trend: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p. Zubcov, N., Birds of Moldova // The Birds of the Western Palearctic. Oxford 
University Press, Oxford. 1998, 1850 p.

Romania
Breeding population size: SOR database, Milvus database

Russia
Breeding population size: Belik V.P. 2005. Cadastre of breeding avifauna of South Russia. - Strepet 3, no. 1-2: 5-37 (in Russian). Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert 
opinion. spinus73@mail.ru Sarychev V.S. (ed.) 2009. Vertebrates of Lipetsk Region. Voronezh: 494 p. (in Russian). Klimov S.M., Sarychev V.S., Melnikov M.V., 
Zemlyanukhin A.I. 2004. Fauna of the Upper Don Basin. Nonpasserines. Lipetsk, LGPU: 224 p. (in Russian).
Breeding short-term trend: Belik V.P., unpublished. vpbelik@mail.ru Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru
Breeding long-term trend: Belik V.P. et al. 2003. Recent population trends of breeding birds in the Southern Russia. - Strepet 1: 10-30 (in Russian). Borodin O.V., Smirnova 
S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru

Turkey
Breeding population size: Emrah Çoban, Soner Bekir, Murat Bozdoğan personal communication. www.kusbank.org Kirwan G.M., Boyla K. A., Castell P., Demirci B., Özen 
M., Welch H., Marlow T., 2008, Birds of Turkey. Londra, Christopher Helm, 978-1-4081-0475-
Breeding short-term trend: Doğa Derneği, Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Key Biodiversity Areas of Turkey (Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa 
Alanları) Doğa Derneği, Ankara, KILIÇ, T., EKEN, G. 2004, Türkiye'nin Önemli Kuş Alanları Güncellemesi, Doğa Derneği. Ankara.
Breeding long-term trend: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12)

Ukraine
Breeding population size: 1. Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 
2. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 3. 
European birds populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife 
Conservation Series N10, 160 p. 4. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 
158.
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. 
Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 2. European birds populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/EBCC. 
2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation Series N10, 160 p. 3. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія 
біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158.
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 4. European birds 
populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation 
Series N10, 160 p. 5. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158. 6. Birds 
in Europe: Population Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 374 р.
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