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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Albania 0 <1 2002-2012  ?    - 100 1980-2012 good  
Armenia 50-250 <1 2002-2012 good ?    ?     
Azerbaijan 4,000-8,000 18 2014 poor 0.0 0 2000-2014 poor 0.0 0 1980-2014 poor  
Bosnia & HG 0-15 <1 2010-2014 poor ?    F 50-100 1980-2013 medium  
Bulgaria 50-100 <1 2005-2012 good - 10-30 2000-2012 good - 30-50 1980-2012 medium P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West 

Africa
France 340 1 2008-2012 good + 18000 1998-2012 good + 36000 1988-2012 good P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West 

Africa
Greece 117 <1 2009 good - 20-50 2001-2012 medium + 60-130 1985-2009 good P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West 

Africa
Hungary 2-20 <1 2000-2012 good F 0 2000-2012 good F 0 1980-2012 good P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West 

Africa
Italy 14-16 <1 2002 good ?    F 0 1980-2002 medium P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West 

Africa
Moldova 5-10 <1 2000-2010 medium F 0 2000-2010 medium F 0 1980-2010 medium  
Montenegro 5-10 <1 2002-2012 good +  2002-2012 good ?     
Romania 2,000-3,000 8 2008-2013 medium ?    - 0-19 1980-2012 poor P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West 

Africa
Russia 16,000-18,000 53 2008-2011 poor + 120-130 2000-2012 medium F 0 1980-2012 poor  
Serbia 7-20 <1 2008-2012 medium F 0 2000-2012 medium F 0 1980-2012 medium  
Spain 3,777 12 2007 good +  1997-2007 good +  1993-2007 good P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West 

Africa
Turkey 200-400 1 2013 medium - 50-69 2000-2012 medium - 30-49 1990-2013 medium  
Ukraine 1,700-3,600 8 2000 medium F 10-20 2001-2012 medium F 20-50 1980-2012 medium  
EU27 6,300-7,400 21   Increasing         
Europe 28,300-37,700 100   Increasing         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Armenia
Breeding population size: Balyan L., Margaryan N and Ghasabyan M. 2008. The importance of ecology and nature protection in the sustainable development perspectives. 
Yerevan State University, p. 78.

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: AOS data base
Breeding short-term trend: AOS data base
Breeding long-term trend: AOS data base

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Breeding population size: Dalmatin, M., Vekić, J., Ilić, B., Gujinović, J., Kotrošan, D., Dervović, I. & Ćukteraš., M., 2013: Gniježđenje blistavog ibisa (Plegadis falcinellus) na 
Hutovu blatu u 2013. godini. Bilten Mreže posmatrača ptica u Bosni i Hercegovini, 9: 73-83.
Breeding long-term trend: Obratil, S., 1996: O raznolikosti životinjskog svijeta na primjeru faune ptica Bosne i Hercegovine. In: Uravnoteženi razvoj - put u budućnost. Mala 
Fondeko biblioteka, 69-74.

Bulgaria: P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West Africa
Breeding population size: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database)
Breeding short-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database)
Breeding long-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. Botev, B. (ed.) 1985. Red Data Book of Bulgaria, Vol. 2, Animals, Sofia, BAS, 183 p. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. 
Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database)

France: P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West Africa
Breeding population size: Dupuis, V. & coordinateurs espèces 2012 Les Oiseaux nicheurs rares & menacés en 2011, p. 289-325
Breeding short-term trend: Yeatman-Berthelot, D. & Jarry, G. 1994 Nouvel Atlas des Oiseaux Nicheurs de France, SEOF, Paris, 775 p.
Breeding long-term trend: Yeatman-Berthelot, D. & Jarry, G. 1994 Nouvel Atlas des Oiseaux Nicheurs de France, SEOF, Paris, 775 p.

Greece: P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West Africa
Breeding population size: Kazantzidis, S. & G. Yfantis. 2012. Heronries in Greece - 2nd national Census. Oionos (Hellenic Ornithological Society's 3-mothly edition) 49: 8-9.
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife International 2004. Birds in Europe - Population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK, BirdLife International 
(BirdLife Conservation Series No 12).
Breeding long-term trend: Crivelli, A., Jerrentrup, H. & B. Hallmann. 1988. Preliminary results of a complete census of breeding colonial wading birds in Greece, spring 
1985-1986. HOS Newsletter 4:31-33

Hungary: P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West Africa
Breeding population size: National Park Directorates databases. Breeding bird (MME RTM) database. MME Nomenclator Bizottság (2008): Magyarország madarainak 
névjegyzéke. Nomenclator avium Hungariae. Magyar Madártani és Természetvédelmi Egyesület, Budapest. P. 278.
Breeding short-term trend: National Park Directorates databases. Breeding bird (MME RTM) database.
Breeding long-term trend: National Park Directorates databases. Breeding bird (MME RTM) database.

Italy: P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West Africa
Breeding population size: Brichetti P & Fracasso G. 2013. Ornitologia italiana. Vol. 1/1: Gaviidae-Phoenicopteridae. Oasi Alberto Perdisa, Bologna
Breeding short-term trend: Brichetti P & Fracasso G. 2013. Ornitologia italiana. Vol. 1/1: Gaviidae-Phoenicopteridae. Oasi Alberto Perdisa, Bologna
Breeding long-term trend: BirdLife International 2004. Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International. BirdLife 
Conservation Series No. 12 Gustin M, Brambilla M & Celada C. 2009. Valutazione dello stato di conservazione dell’avifauna italiana. Specie in Allegato I della Direttiva 
Uccelli. Ministero dell’Ambiente e della Tutela del Territorio e del Mare, Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli (LIPU) Brichetti P & Fracasso G. 2013. Ornitologia italiana. Vol. 1/1: 
Gaviidae-Phoenicopteridae. Oasi Alberto Perdisa, Bologna

Moldova
Breeding population size: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding short-term trend: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p. Cojan C. Particularitățile biologice și etologice ale avifaunei acvatice și 
semiacvatice din bazinul Prutului Inferior. Teza de doctorat. Chișinău. 2010. 172p.
Breeding long-term trend: Burfield I., Bommel van F., Birds in Europe. Population estimates, trends and conservation status. BirdLife International. Oxford, 2004. 374p. 
Cojan C., Munteanu A., Larisa Bogdea, Aspecte privind fenologia şi reproducerea speciilor de Ciconiiformes (Aves) din bazinul Prutului inferior, Mediul ambiant, nr.2, 
Chişinău, 2010, p. 13-18. Ганя И.М., Зубков Н.И., Редкие и исчезающие виды. Изд-во Штиинца. Кишинев. 1989. 150 p.
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Montenegro
Breeding population size: Dubak, Vešović, N., Saveljić, D (2013):Izvještaj o stanju životne sredine za 2013. Agencija za zaštitu životne sredine Crne Gore. Podgorica
Breeding short-term trend: Puzovic, S., Simic, D., Saveljić, D., Gergelj, J., Tucakov,M.,Stojnic,N., Hulo, I., Ham, I., Vizi,O., Sciban,M., Ruzic,M., Vucanovic,M., Jovanovic, T. 
(2004): Birds of Serbia and Montenegro – Size of nesting populations. I trends: 1990-2002. Ciconia 12,

Romania: P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West Africa
Breeding population size: SOR database
Breeding short-term trend: BirLife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trebds and conservation status. Cambridge, UK Papp T., Fântână C. – editori 
2008, Ariile de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România, Publicaţie Comună a Societăţii Ornitologice Române şi a Asociaţiei „Grupul Milvus"BirLife International (2004) Birds in 
Europe: population estimates, trebds and conservation status. Cambridge, UK Papp T., Fântână C. – editori 2008, Ariile de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România, Publicaţie 
Comună a Societăţii Ornitologice Române şi a Asociaţiei „Grupul Milvus"
Breeding long-term trend: Munteanu D. (ed) 2002: Atlasul păsărilor clocitoare din România, ediţia a II-a, Publicaţiile Societăţii Ornitologice Române, nr. 16, Cluj-Napoca. 
Weber P. et all.1994: Atlasul provizoriu al păsărilor clocitoare din România, Publicaţiile Societăţii Ornitologice Române, nr.2, Mediaş Papp T., Fântână C. – editori 2008, Ariile 
de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România, Publicaţie Comună a Societăţii Ornitologice Române şi a Asociaţiei „Grupul Milvus" Victor Ciochia: Dinamica și migrația păsărilor. 
Ed. Științifică și Enciclopedică, București, 1984

Russia
Breeding population size: Belik V.P. 2011. Glossy Ibis. – In: Priklonskiy S.G., Zubakin V.A., Koblik E.A. (eds.). Birds of Russia and adjacent regions. Pelecaniformes, 
Ciconiiformes, Phoenicopteriformes. Moscow, KMK: 444-470 (in Russian). Belik V.P., unpublished. vpbelik@mail.ru
Breeding short-term trend: Tsapko N.V. 2013. Glossy Ibis. – In: Muzaev V.N. (ed.-in-chief). Red Data Book of Republic Kalmykia. Vol. 1. Animals. Elista, NPP Gzhangar: 
112-113 (in Russian). Belik V.P., unpublished. vpbelik@mail.ru
Breeding long-term trend: Belik V.P. 2011. Glossy Ibis. – In: Priklonskiy S.G., Zubakin V.A., Koblik E.A. (eds.). Birds of Russia and adjacent regions. Pelecaniformes, 
Ciconiiformes, Phoenicopteriformes. Moscow, KMK: 444-470 (in Russian).

Serbia
Breeding population size: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding long-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data

Spain: P. f. falcinellus, Black Sea & Mediterranean/West Africa
Breeding population size: Máñez, M. & Rendón-Martos, M. (Eds.). 2009. El morito, la espátula y el flamenco en España. Población en 2007 y método de censo. SEO/
BirdLife. Madrid. 122pp. http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/25_morito_espatula_y_flamenco_tcm7-218237.pdf
Breeding short-term trend: Máñez, M. & Rendón-Martos, M. (Eds.). 2009. El morito, la espátula y el flamenco en España. Población en 2007 y método de censo. SEO/
BirdLife. Madrid. 122pp. http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/25_morito_espatula_y_flamenco_tcm7-218237.pdf SEO/BirdLife (2012). 
Atlas de las aves en invierno en España 2007-2010. Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente-SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 816 pp. http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/
biodiversidad/publicaciones/atlas_aves_invierno_tcm7-291664.pdf
Breeding long-term trend: Máñez, M. & Rendón-Martos, M. (Eds.). 2009. El morito, la espátula y el flamenco en España. Población en 2007 y método de censo. SEO/
BirdLife. Madrid. 122pp. http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/25_morito_espatula_y_flamenco_tcm7-218237.pdf Martí, R. & del Moral, 
J.C. (Eds.) (2003). Atlas de las Aves Reproductoras de España. Dirección General de Conservación de la Naturaleza- Sociedad Española de Ornitología. Madrid, 733 pp. 
Http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/inventario-nacional-de-biodiversidad/ieet_aves_atlas.aspx Purroy, 
F.J. (Coord.) (1997). Atlas de las aves de España (1975-1995). SEO/BirdLife. Lynx Edicions. Barcelona. 583 pp. Madroño, A., González, C. & Atienza, J.C. (Eds.). 2004. 
Libro Rojo de las Aves de España. Dirección General para la Biodiversidad-SEO/BirdLife, Madrid. 452 pp. (http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-
nacionales/LR_completo_para_web_tcm7-164856.pdf)

Turkey
Breeding population size: Sühendan Karauz personal communication. Karauz, E.S. The Importance of Bolluk Lake (Tuz Lake Basin) for Colonially Breeding Waterbirds 
(1996-2011), In preparation. Zal N., Eczacıbaşı N.G., Karauz Er S. 2006. The Planning of Lower Meriç Valley Flood Plain as a Biosphere Reserve, Central Anatolia Forestry 
Reserach Institute Publications Muhtelif Yayınlar/Miscellaneous Publications No: 69 Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Türkiye’nin Önemli 
Doğa Alanları. Doğa Derneği, Ankara. Karauz Er S., Özbek M.,Altınayar G., Çakır F., Yıldırım F. 2007. Manyas Lake Breeding Bird Survey (2000-2004). Doğa Koruma Ve Milli 
Parklar Genel Müdürlügü Publishing No:2, Ankara
Breeding short-term trend: Doğa Derneği, Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Key Biodiversity Areas of Turkey (Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa 
Alanları) Doğa Derneği, Ankara, KILIÇ, T., EKEN, G. 2004, Türkiye'nin Önemli Kuş Alanları Güncellemesi, Doğa Derneği. Ankara.
Breeding long-term trend: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12)

Ukraine
Breeding population size: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 4. European birds 
populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation 
Series N10, 160 p. 5. Численность и размещение гнездящихся околоводных птиц в водно-болотных угодьях Азово-Черноморского побережья Украины. Под ред. 
В.Д. Сиохин / Wetland International Киев. 2000. 476 с. 6. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. 
Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158.
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Directory of Azov – Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, Wetland International, 235 p. 2. Directory of Ukraine’s 
Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky& I. Zaruk. – Kyiv, 2006, Wetland International Black Sea Programme. - 312 p. 3. Бокотей А.А., Дзюбенко Н.В., Горбань І.М. Та інші. 
Гніздова орнітофауна басейну Верхнього Дністра. – Львів: ЛНУ, 2010. – 400 с.
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Ukraine
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Серебряков В.В., Грищенко В.Н. Численность колониальных видов цапель на Украине по данным анкетного учета в 1986 г. // 
Всесоюзное совещание по проблеме кадастра и учета животного мира. Уфа. 1989. С.209-210. 2. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - 
Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 3. Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and 
Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 4. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife 
International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 5. European birds populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ 
BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation Series N10, 160 p. 6. Численность и размещение гнездящихся околоводных птиц в водно-
болотных угодьях Азово-Черноморского побережья Украины. Под ред. В.Д. Сиохин / Wetland International Киев. 2000. 476 с. 7. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності 
гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158. 8. Directory of Azov – Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. 
Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, Wetland International, 235 p. 9. Birds in Europe: Population Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 
374 р. 10. Directory of Ukraine’s Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky& I. Zaruk. – Kyiv, 2006, Wetland International Black Sea Programme. - 312 p. 11. Бокотей А.А., 
Дзюбенко Н.В., Горбань І.М. Та інші. Гніздова орнітофауна басейну Верхнього Дністра. – Львів: ЛНУ, 2010. – 400 с.
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