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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Albania 0-30 <1 2002-2012 medium - 20-30 2002-2012 medium - 50-90 1980-2012 medium  
Armenia 500-800 3 2002-2012 medium ?    ?     
Azerbaijan 2,500-5,000 18 2014 poor -  2000-2014  -  1980-2014 poor  
Bosnia & HG 150-250 1 2010-2014 poor ?    ?     
Bulgaria 320-570 2 2005-2012 medium 0 0 2001-2012 medium - 10-20 1980-2012 medium A. r. ralloides
Croatia 65-150 1 2013 medium - 5-10 2001-2012 poor - 40-50 1980-2012 poor  
Cyprus 2-7 <1 2004-2012 good + 25-50 2001-2012 good     A. r. ralloides
France 210-810 2 2008-2012 good + 100-700 2000-2012 good + 150-900 1981-2012 good A. r. ralloides
Georgia Present <1   ?    ?     
Greece 562 3 2009 good 0 0 2003-2009 good + 50-180 1985-2009 good A. r. ralloides
Hungary 250-450 2 2008-2012 medium F 0 2000-2012 medium ?    A. r. ralloides
Italy 500-600 3 2002-2013 medium - 20-35 2002-2012 medium + 80-130 1981-2012 medium A. r. ralloides
FYRO Macedonia 100-150 1 2001-2012 poor ?    ?     
Moldova 20-50 <1 2000-2010 medium + 5-10 2000-2010 medium F 0 1980-2010 medium  
Montenegro 350-400 2 2002-2012 good 0 0 2002-2012 good ?     
Portugal 5-15 <1 2008-2012 medium 0 0 2001-2012 medium - 50-70 1980-2012 medium A. r. ralloides
Romania 2,500-5,550 19 2008-2013 medium 0 0 2000-2012 poor ?    A. r. ralloides
Russia 500-1,000 4 2008-2011 medium - 50-70 2000-2012 medium - 10-30 1980-2012 medium  
Serbia 800-1,100 5 2008-2012 medium + 1-9 2000-2012 medium F 0 1980-2012 medium  
Slovakia 0 <1 2001  ?    ?    A. r. ralloides
Spain 2,050-2,076 11 2011 good + 89 2002-2011 good + 900 1980-2011 medium A. r. ralloides
Turkey 2,500-5,000 18 2013 medium - 10-29 2000-2012 poor - 30-49 1990-2013 poor  
Ukraine 1,100-1,300 6 2000 medium F 10-20 2001-2012 medium F 15-30 1980-2012 medium  
EU27 6,400-10,600 42   Increasing         
Europe 15,000-25,900 100   Stable         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding short-term trend: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Armenia
Breeding population size: Balyan L., Margaryan N and Ghasabyan M. 2008. The importance of ecology and nature protection in the sustainable development perspectives. 
Yerevan State University, p. 78.

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: AOS data base
Breeding short-term trend: AOS data base
Breeding long-term trend: AOS data base

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Breeding population size: Kotrošan, D., Drocić, N., Trbojević, S., Šimić, E., Dervović, I., 2012: Program IBA, Međunarosdno značajna područja za ptice, u Bosni i 
Hercegovini. Ornitološko društvo “Naše ptice”, interno izdanje za projekat “Evaluacija IBA područja u FBiH”, Sarajevo

Bulgaria: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: 1. Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. 2. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red data book of the Republic of Bulgaria, Vol. 2 Animals, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Ministry of Environment and Waters 
of Bulgaria. Sofia,2011 3. BSPB Bird Database 4. WWF Green borders LIFE+ Project Reports
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. 2. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red data book of the Republic of Bulgaria, Vol. 2 Animals, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Ministry of Environment and Waters 
of Bulgaria. Sofia,2011 3. BSPB Bird Database 4. WWF Green borders LIFE+ Project Reports Expert for contact: Svilen Cheshmedjiev, svilen.cheshmedjiev@bspb.org
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. 2. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red data book of the Republic of Bulgaria, Vol. 2 Animals, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Ministry of Environment and Waters 
of Bulgaria. Sofia,2011 3. BSPB Bird Database 4. WWF Green borders LIFE+ Project Reports Expert for contact: Svilen Cheshmedjiev, svilen.cheshmedjiev@bspb.org

Croatia
Breeding population size: Tutiš, V., Kralj, J., Radović, D., Ćiković, D. i Barišić, S. (2013): Crvena knjiga ptica Republike Hrvatske. Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i prirode, 
Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb
Breeding short-term trend: Tutiš, V., Kralj, J., Radović, D., Ćiković, D. i Barišić, S. (2013): Crvena knjiga ptica Republike Hrvatske. Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i prirode, 
Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb
Breeding long-term trend: Tutiš, V., Kralj, J., Radović, D., Ćiković, D. i Barišić, S. (2013): Crvena knjiga ptica Republike Hrvatske. Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i prirode, 
Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb

Cyprus: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: Monthly waterbird counts by BirdLife Cyprus and Game & Fauna Service, as published in BirdLife Cyprus monthly checklists and also by the 
Game & Fauna Service; Analysis of recent BirdLife Cyprus bird sightings records reported in the society's annual reports; Whaley & Dawes 2005, Sandgrouse 27(2); 
Miltiadou, 2011, Sandgrouse 33
Breeding short-term trend: Monthly waterbird counts by BirdLife Cyprus and Game & Fauna Service, as published in BirdLife Cyprus monthly checklists and also by the 
Game & Fauna Service; Analysis of recent BirdLife Cyprus bird sightings records reported in the society's annual reports; Whaley & Dawes 2005, Sandgrouse 27(2); 
Miltiadou, 2011, Sandgrouse 33
Breeding long-term trend: First confirmed breeding for species in Cyprus was in 2003 or 2004

France: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: MARION, L. 2009 Recensement national des Hérons coloniaux de France en 2007 : Héron cendré, Héron pourpré, Héron bihoreau, Héron 
crabier, Héron garde-bœufs, Aigrette garzette, Grande Aigrette., 243-268
Breeding short-term trend: MARION, L. 2009 Recensement national des Hérons coloniaux de France en 2007 : Héron cendré, Héron pourpré, Héron bihoreau, Héron 
crabier, Héron garde-bœufs, Aigrette garzette, Grande Aigrette., 243-268
Breeding long-term trend: MARION, L. 2009 Recensement national des Hérons coloniaux de France en 2007 : Héron cendré, Héron pourpré, Héron bihoreau, Héron 
crabier, Héron garde-bœufs, Aigrette garzette, Grande Aigrette., 243-268

Georgia
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004

Greece: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: Kazantzidis, S. & G. Yfantis. 2012. Heronries in Greece - 2nd national Census. Oionos (Hellenic Ornithological Society's 3-mothly edition) 49: 8-9.
Breeding short-term trend: Kazantzidis, S. 2005. Herons. Hellenic Ornithological Society, Thessaloniki.
Breeding long-term trend: Crivelli, A., Jerrentrup, H. & B. Hallmann. 1988. Preliminary results of a complete census of breeding colonial wading birds in Greece, spring 
1985-1986. HOS Newsletter 4:31-33
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Hungary: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: National Park Directorates databases Breeding bird (MME RTM) database.
Breeding short-term trend: National Park Directorates databases Breeding bird (MME RTM) database.

Italy: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: Mezzavilla F & Scarton F. 2013. Le garzaie in Veneto. Risultati dei censimenti svolti nel 2009-2010. Associazione Faunisti Veneti, 224 Pp. Puglisi 
L, Pezzo F, Sacchetti A. 2012. Gli aironi coloniali in Toscana. Andamento, distribuzione e conservazione. Edizioni Regione Toscana. Fasola M, Albanese G, AsOER. Boano 
G, Boncompagni E, Bressan U, Brunelli M, Ciaccio A, Floris G, Grussu M, Guglielmi R, Guzzon C, Mezzavilla F, Paesani G, Sacchetti A, Sanna M, Scarton F, Scoccianti C, 
Utmar P, Vaschetti G & Velatta F. 2007. Le garzaie in Italia, 2002. Avocetta 31:5-46 Provincia di Perugia, Servizio Gestione Faunistica e Protezione Ambientale, unpubl. 
datas. Tinarelli R. Pers. comm. Fasola M, Pers. comm.
Breeding short-term trend: Mezzavilla F & Scarton F. 2013. Le garzaie in Veneto. Risultati dei censimenti svolti nel 2009-2010. Associazione Faunisti Veneti, 224 Pp. 
Puglisi L, Pezzo F, Sacchetti A. 2012. Gli aironi coloniali in Toscana. Andamento, distribuzione e conservazione. Edizioni Regione Toscana. Fasola M, Albanese G, AsOER. 
Boano G, Boncompagni E, Bressan U, Brunelli M, Ciaccio A, Floris G, Grussu M, Guglielmi R, Guzzon C, Mezzavilla F, Paesani G, Sacchetti A, Sanna M, Scarton F, 
Scoccianti C, Utmar P, Vaschetti G & Velatta F. 2007. Le garzaie in Italia, 2002. Avocetta 31:5-46 Provincia di Perugia, Servizio Gestione Faunistica e Protezione Ambientale, 
unpubl. datas. Tinarelli R. Pers. comm. Fasola M, Pers. comm.
Breeding long-term trend: Mezzavilla F & Scarton F. 2013. Le garzaie in Veneto. Risultati dei censimenti svolti nel 2009-2010. Associazione Faunisti Veneti, 224 Pp. Puglisi 
L, Pezzo F, Sacchetti A. 2012. Gli aironi coloniali in Toscana. Andamento, distribuzione e conservazione. Edizioni Regione Toscana. Fasola M, Albanese G, AsOER. Boano 
G, Boncompagni E, Bressan U, Brunelli M, Ciaccio A, Floris G, Grussu M, Guglielmi R, Guzzon C, Mezzavilla F, Paesani G, Sacchetti A, Sanna M, Scarton F, Scoccianti C, 
Utmar P, Vaschetti G & Velatta F. 2007. Le garzaie in Italia, 2002. Avocetta 31:5-46 Provincia di Perugia, Servizio Gestione Faunistica e Protezione Ambientale, unpubl. 
datas. Tinarelli R. Pers. comm. Fasola M, Pers. comm.

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Breeding population size: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božiič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird 
Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282.

Moldova
Breeding population size: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding short-term trend: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding long-term trend: 1.Аверин Ю. В., Ганя И.М., Успенский Г. Птицы Молдавии, том 2, Кишинев,1971, 2p 2.Burfield I., Bommel van F., Birds in Europe. Population 
estimates, trends and conservation status. BirdLife International. Oxford, 2004. 374p. 3 .The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.

Montenegro
Breeding population size: Dubak, Vešović, N., Saveljić, D (2013):Izvještaj o stanju životne sredine za 2013. Agencija za zaštitu životne sredine Crne Gore. Podgorica
Breeding short-term trend: 1.Monitoring of biodiversity of Montenegro. Reports: Environmental protection Agency and Institute for Protection of Nature of Montenegro

Portugal: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: informação ICNF
Breeding short-term trend: informação ICNF
Breeding long-term trend: informação ICNF

Romania: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: SOR database
Breeding short-term trend: BirLife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trebds and conservation status. Cambridge, UK Papp T., Fântână C. – editori 
2008, Ariile de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România, Publicaţie Comună a Societăţii Ornitologice Române şi a Asociaţiei „Grupul Milvus"
Breeding long-term trend: Munteanu D. (ed) 2002: Atlasul păsărilor clocitoare din România, ediţia a II-a, Publicaţiile Societăţii Ornitologice Române, nr. 16, Cluj-Napoca. 
Weber P. et all.1994: Atlasul provizoriu al păsărilor clocitoare din România, Publicaţiile Societăţii Ornitologice Române, nr.2, Mediaş Papp T., Fântână C. – editori 2008, Ariile 
de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România, Publicaţie Comună a Societăţii Ornitologice Române şi a Asociaţiei „Grupul Milvus" Victor Ciochia. Dinamica și migrația păsărilor. 
Ed. Științifică și Enciclopedică, București, 1985

Russia
Breeding population size: Rusev I.T.. 2011. Squacco Heron. - In: Priklonskiy S.G., Zubakin V.A., Koblik E.A. (eds.). Birds of Russia and adjacent regions. Pelecaniformes, 
Ciconiiformes, Phoenicopteriformes. Moscow, KMK: 244-259 (in Russian). Belik V.P., unpublished. vpbelik@mail.ru
Breeding short-term trend: Belik V.P., unpublished. vpbelik@mail.ru
Breeding long-term trend: Belik V.P. et al. 2003. Recent population trends of breeding birds in the Southern Russia. - Strepet 1: 10-30 (in Russian). Krivenko V.G, 
Vinogradov V.G. 2008. Birds of the Water Environment and Rhythms of Climate of the Northern Eurasia. Moscow: 588 p. (in Russian). Krivenko V.G, Vinogradov V.G. 2008. 
Birds of the Water Environment and Rhythms of Climate of the Northern Eurasia. Moscow: 588 p. (in Russian).

Serbia
Breeding population size: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding long-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data

Slovakia: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002.; Danko Š. 2008: Vtáctvo 
„Senného” v minulosti a dnes. Slovenská ornitologická spoločnosť/BirdLife Slovensko Bratislava, 136 pp.
Breeding short-term trend: Ridzoň, J., Karaska, D., Darolová, A.
Breeding long-term trend: Ridzoň, J., Karaska, D., Darolová, A.
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Spain: A. r. ralloides
Breeding population size: SEO/BirdLife (2012). Programa de seguimiento de Avifauna de SEO/BirdLife 2011. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 35 pp. Garrido, J.R., Molina, B. & del 
Moral, J.C. (Eds.) (2012). Las garzas en españa, población reproductora e invernante en 2010-2011 y método de censo. SEO/BirLife. Madrid. 213 pp. http://
www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/38-_Garzas_tcm7-219797.pdf
Breeding short-term trend: SEO/BirdLife (2012). Programa de seguimiento de Avifauna de SEO/BirdLife 2011. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 35 pp. Garrido, J.R., Molina, B. & del 
Moral, J.C. (Eds.) (2012). Las garzas en españa, población reproductora e invernante en 2010-2011 y método de censo. SEO/BirLife. Madrid. 213 pp. http://
www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/38-_Garzas_tcm7-219797.pdf
Breeding long-term trend: SEO/BirdLife (2012). Programa de seguimiento de Avifauna de SEO/BirdLife 2011. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 35 pp.

Turkey
Breeding population size: Sühenan Karauz personal communication www.kusbank.org Kirwan G.M., Boyla K. A., Castell P., Demirci B., Özen M., Welch H., Marlow T., 
2008, Birds of Turkey. Londra, Christopher Helm, 978-1-4081-0475-
Breeding short-term trend: Doğa Derneği, Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Key Biodiversity Areas of Turkey (Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa 
Alanları) Doğa Derneği, Ankara, KILIÇ, T., EKEN, G. 2004, Türkiye'nin Önemli Kuş Alanları Güncellemesi, Doğa Derneği. Ankara.
Breeding long-term trend: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12)

Ukraine
Breeding population size: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 4. European birds 
populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation 
Series N10, 160 p. 5. Численность и размещение гнездящихся околоводных птиц в водно-болотных угодьях Азово-Черноморского побережья Украины. Под ред. 
В.Д. Сиохин / Wetland International Киев. 2000. 476 с. 6. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. 
Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158.
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Directory of Azov – Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, Wetland International, 235 p. 2. Directory of Ukraine’s 
Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky& I. Zaruk. – Kyiv, 2006, Wetland International Black Sea Programme. - 312 с. 3. Бокотей А.А., Дзюбенко Н.В., Горбань І.М. та інші. 
Гніздова орнітофауна басейну Верхнього Дністра. – Львів: ЛНУ, 2010. – 400 с. 4. Experts: I. Gorban
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Серебряков В.В., Грищенко В.Н. Численность колониальных видов цапель на Украине по данным анкетного учета в 1986 г. // 
Всесоюзное совещание по проблеме кадастра и учета животного мира. Уфа. 1989. С.209-210. 2. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - 
Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 3. Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and 
Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 4. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife 
International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 5. European birds populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ 
BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation Series N10, 160 p. 6. Численность и размещение гнездящихся околоводных птиц в водно-
болотных угодьях Азово-Черноморского побережья Украины. Под ред. В.Д. Сиохин / Wetland International Киев. 2000. 476 с. 7. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності 
гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158. 8. Directory of Azov – Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. 
Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, Wetland International, 235 p. 9. Birds in Europe: Population Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 
374 р. 10. Directory of Ukraine’s Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky& I. Zaruk. – Kyiv, 2006, Wetland International Black Sea Programme. - 312 с. 11. Бокотей А.А., 
Дзюбенко Н.В., Горбань І.М. та інші. Гніздова орнітофауна басейну Верхнього Дністра. – Львів: ЛНУ, 2010. – 400 с.
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