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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Albania 2-5 <1 2002-2012 good 0 0 2002-2012 good - 90-98 1980-2012 good  
Armenia 50-70 <1 2002-2012 medium ?    ?     
Austria 1,300-1,500 1 2008-2012 good 0 0 2001-2012 good + 80-100 1980-2012 good A. c. cinerea
Azerbaijan 250-1,000 <1 1996-2000 medium ?    ?     
Belarus 4,000-6,500 2 2001-2012 medium F 11-18 2001-2012 medium F 10-20 1980-2012 poor  
Belgium 2,250-2,750 1 2008-2012 good - 23-37 2000-2012 medium + 231-304 1973-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
Bosnia & HG 100-300 <1 2010-2014 poor + 5-10 2001-2012 poor ?     
Bulgaria 800-1,200 <1 2005-2012 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium + 5-10 1980-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
Croatia 3,000-4,000 1 2010 good 0 0 2000-2010 good + 10-20 1980-2010 good  
Czech Rep. 3,230-3,910 1 2012 medium + 55-131 2000-2012 good + 303-442 1982-2012 good A. c. cinerea
Denmark 4,200 2 2011 medium - 20-33 1999-2011 good + 50-100 1980-2011 good A. c. cinerea
Estonia 2,000-2,500 1 2008-2012 poor 0 0-10 2001-2012 poor + 20-50 1980-2012 poor A. c. cinerea
Finland 700-1,000 <1 2006-2010 good + 54-416 2000-2011 medium + 600-900 1987-2010 medium A. c. cinerea
France 31,170 11 2007 good + 5 2000-2007 good + 212 1980-2008 good A. c. cinerea
Georgia Present <1   ?    ?     
Germany 24,000-30,000 10 2005-2009 good F 0 1998-2008 good + 35-68 1985-2008 good A. c. cinerea
Greece 1,484 1 2009 good + 20-30 2003-2009 good + 140-160 1985-2009 good A. c. cinerea
Hungary 3,000-4,000 1 2008-2012 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium ?    A. c. cinerea
Rep. Ireland 3,087 1 2008-2011 medium 0 0 2000-2011 medium 0 0 1980-2011 medium A. c. cinerea
Italy 10,500-11,000 4 2002-2013 medium - 15-25 2002-2012 medium + 1400-1550 1981-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
Kosovo 200-300 <1 2009-2014 good ?    ?     
Latvia 1,166-2,316 1 2000-2004 good ?    + 94 1980-2004 medium A. c. cinerea
Liechtenstein 15-20 <1 2009-2014 good 0 0 2003-2014 good + 1-20 1980-2014 good  
Lithuania 2,000-4,000 1 2008-2012 medium - 20-40 2001-2012 medium - 20-40 1980-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
Luxembourg 60-70 <1 2008-2012 medium + 0-10 2000-2012 medium + 95-100 1980-2012 good A. c. cinerea
FYRO Macedonia 250-350 <1 2001-2012 medium 0 0 2002-2012 medium ?     
Moldova 300-500 <1 2000-2010 medium F 0 2000-2010 medium F 0 1980-2010 medium  
Montenegro 150-180 <1 2002-2012 good +  2002-2012 good ?     
Netherlands 10,600-116,000 13 2009-2011 good - 21-29 2002-2011 good + 59-64 1985-2010 good A. c. cinerea
Norway 5,000-10,000 3 2000-2013 poor ?    ?     
Poland 9,000-9,500 3 2008-2012 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium 0 0 1980-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
Portugal 1,000-1,500 <1 2008-2012 medium 0 0 2001-2012 medium +  1980-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Romania 4,500-6,000 2 2008-2013 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium 0 0 1980-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
Russia 40,000-60,000 18 2000-2008 medium ?    ?     
Serbia 2,520-3,360 1 2008-2012 medium + 10-29 2000-2012 medium + 30 1980-2012 medium  
Slovakia 300-700 <1 2000-2002 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium + 10-25 1980-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
Slovenia 1,000-1,500 <1 2002-2012 medium + 10-30 2001-2012 medium + 30-50 1980-2012 medium A. c. cinerea
Spain 6,487-6,994 2 2011 good 0 0 1998-2011 good +  1980-2011 medium A. c. cinerea
Sweden 3,000-5,700 2 2008-2012 medium - 17-50 2001-2012 good 0 0 1980-2012 good A. c. cinerea
Switzerland 1,400-1,600 1 2008 medium + 6-37 2001-2012 medium 0 0 1990-2012 medium  
Turkey 2,500-5,000 1 2013 medium F 0 2000-2012 poor 0 20-29 1990-2013 poor  
Ukraine 23,800-32,900 10 1998-2010 medium - 20-35 2001-2012 medium F 15-45 1980-2012 medium  
United Kingdom 13,000 5 2007-2010 good - 19 1999-2011 good - 6 1980-2011 good A. c. cinerea
EU27 140,000-265,000 65   Decreasing         
Europe 223,000-391,000 100   Decreasing         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding short-term trend: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Armenia
Breeding population size: ASPB data

Austria: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: BirdLife Austria, estimate on the basis of available unpublished and published population data
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife Austria, estimate on the basis of available unpublished and published trend data
Breeding long-term trend: Böck 1975, Ranner (1991), BirdLife Austria, estimate on the basis of available unpublished and published population data

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004

Belarus
Breeding population size: Samusenko I.E. - personal communication
Breeding short-term trend: Samusenko I.E. - personal communication
Breeding long-term trend: Nikiforov M.E., Kozulin A.V., eds. Belarussian birds at the beginning of XXI century: status, numbers, distribution. - 1997. - Minsk. - 187 p.

Belgium: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Database Rare and less common Breeding Birds, INBO (coord. A.Anselin), Aves census (JP Jacob)
Breeding short-term trend: Rare bird panel
Breeding long-term trend: Comparison between 2008-2012 estimate and Devillers, 1989 (Atlas of the Belgian Breeding Bird) population estimate

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Breeding population size: Kotrošan, D., Drocić, N., Trbojević, S., Šimić, E., Dervović, I., 2012: Program IBA, Međunarosdno značajna područja za ptice, u Bosni i 
Hercegovini. Ornitološko društvo “Naše ptice”, interno izdanje za projekat “Evaluacija IBA područja u FBiH”, Sarajevo., Milanović, Đ., Kotrošan, D., 2012: Ptice i šaševi 
Livanjskog polja. priručnik za praćenje stanja šaševa (Carex sp.) i indikatorskih vrsta ptica u širem području Ždralovca. Centra mladih Livno i Ornitološko društvo „Naše ptice“, 
interna publikacija projekta “Monitoring populacije ptica i biljnih zajednica u Livanjskom polju”.
Breeding short-term trend: Mikuska, T., Mikuska, A., 2007: Gniježđenje sive čaplje Ardea cinerea na rijeci Bosni kod Topčić polja u periodu 2005-2007. Bilten Mreže 
posmatrača ptica u Bosni i Hercegovini, 3(3): 39-42., Kotrošan, D., Dervović, I., 2007: Gniježđenje sive čaplje u Visokom i na Livanjskom polju. Bilten Mreže posmatrača ptica 
u Bosni i Hercegovini, 3(3): 56., Stumberger, B., Sackl, P., 2008/2009: Rezultati brojanja ptica močvarica i njihov gnjezdeći status u Livanjskom polju 2007.-2009. Bilten Mreže 
posmatrača ptica u Bosni i Hercegovini, 4-5(4-5): 38-55.

Bulgaria: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Iankov P. (ed.) 2007. Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 78-79; Michev T., Ts. Petrov, H. Nikolov, Z. Boev (2011). Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea. In: Red Data Book of Bulgaria, web edition, (http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/bg/). SPAs 
mapping in 2012 Common Bird Monitoring Scheme http://bspb.org/monitoring/
Breeding short-term trend: Iankov P. (ed.) 2007. Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 78-79; Michev T., Ts. Petrov, H. Nikolov, Z. Boev (2011). Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea. In: Red Data Book of Bulgaria, web edition, (http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/bg/).
Breeding long-term trend: Iankov P. (ed.) 2007. Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 78-79; Michev T., Ts. Petrov, H. Nikolov, Z. Boev (2011). Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea. In: Red Data Book of Bulgaria, web edition, (http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/bg/).

Croatia
Breeding population size: Horvat D. (2010):Gniježđenje i populacijska dinamika sive čaplje (Ardea cinerea Linnaeus, 1758) u Hrvatskoj. Sveuĉilište u Zagrebu,Prirodoslovno 
– matematiĉki fakultet,Biološki odsjek, Diplomski rad. 39 pp.
Breeding short-term trend: Horvat D. (2010):Gniježđenje i populacijska dinamika sive čaplje (Ardea cinerea Linnaeus, 1758) u Hrvatskoj. Sveuĉilište u 
Zagrebu,Prirodoslovno – matematiĉki fakultet,Biološki odsjek, Diplomski rad. 39 pp.
Breeding long-term trend: Horvat D. (2010):Gniježđenje i populacijska dinamika sive čaplje (Ardea cinerea Linnaeus, 1758) u Hrvatskoj. Sveuĉilište u 
Zagrebu,Prirodoslovno – matematiĉki fakultet,Biološki odsjek, Diplomski rad. 39 pp.

Czech Republic: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: STASTNY K., BEJCEK V. & HUDEC K. 2006: Atlas hnizdniho rozsireni ptaku v Ceske republice. Aventinum Praha JPSP: http://jpsp.birds.cz/
vysledky.php?taxon=307
Breeding short-term trend: JPSP: http://jpsp.birds.cz/vysledky.php?taxon=307
Breeding long-term trend: JPSP: http://jpsp.birds.cz/vysledky.php?taxon=307
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Denmark: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. Wageningen, The Netherlands: 
BirdLife International. (BirdLife Conservation Series No. 12) Heldbjerg, H. & Lerche-Jørgensen, M. (2012): Overvågning af de danske almindlige fuglearter i Danmark 
1975-2011. Årsrapport for Punkttællingsprojektet. Dansk Ornitologisk Forening. (The Danish Point Count Census for breeding birds during the period 1999-2011)
Breeding short-term trend: Heldbjerg, H. & Lerche-Jørgensen, M. (2012): Overvågning af de danske almindlige fuglearter i Danmark 1975-2011. Årsrapport for 
Punkttællingsprojektet. Dansk Ornitologisk Forening. (The Danish Point Count Census for breeding birds during the period 1999-2011)
Breeding long-term trend: Heldbjerg, H. & Lerche-Jørgensen, M. (2012): Overvågning af de danske almindlige fuglearter i Danmark 1975-2011. Årsrapport for 
Punkttællingsprojektet. Dansk Ornitologisk Forening. (The Danish Point Count Census for breeding birds during the period 1980-2011)

Estonia: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Elts, J., Leito, A., Leivits, A., Luigujõe, L., Mägi, E., Nellis, Rein, Nellis, Renno, Ots, M., Pehlak, H. 2013. Status and numbers of Estonian birds, 
2008−2012. Hirundo 26(2): 80-112. URL: http://www.eoy.ee/hirundo/file_download/149/Elts_et_al_2013_2.pd
Breeding short-term trend: Elts, J., Leito, A., Leivits, A., Luigujõe, L., Mägi, E., Nellis, Rein, Nellis, Renno, Ots, M., Pehlak, H. 2013. Status and numbers of Estonian birds, 
2008−2012. Hirundo 26(2): 80-112. URL: http://www.eoy.ee/hirundo/file_download/149/Elts_et_al_2013_2.pd
Breeding long-term trend: Elts, J., Leito, A., Leivits, A., Luigujõe, L., Mägi, E., Nellis, Rein, Nellis, Renno, Ots, M., Pehlak, H. 2013. Status and numbers of Estonian birds, 
2008−2012. Hirundo 26(2): 80-112. URL: http://www.eoy.ee/hirundo/file_download/149/Elts_et_al_2013_2.pd.

Finland: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Väisänen, Risto A., Hario, Martti & Saurola, Pertti 2011: Population estimates of Finnish birds. In: Valkama, Jari, Vepsäläinen, Ville & Lehikoinen, 
Aleksi 2011: The Third Finnish Breeding Bird Atlas. – Finnish Museum of Natural History and Ministry of Environment.  (cited [15.11.2013]) ISBN 978-952-10-7145-4.
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife Finland 2013: Regional observation summary database of Finnish Birdwatching societies on scarce bird species.
Breeding long-term trend: Valkama, Jari, Vepsäläinen, Ville & Lehikoinen, Aleksi 2011: Suomen III Lintuatlas. – Luonnontieteellinen keskusmuseo ja ympäristöministeriö.  
(viitattu [15.11.2013]) ISBN 978-952-10-6918-5.

France: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: MARION, L. 2009 Recensement national des Hérons coloniaux de France en 2007 : Héron cendré, Héron pourpré, Héron bihoreau, Héron 
crabier, Héron garde-bœufs, Aigrette garzette, Grande Aigrette., 243-268
Breeding short-term trend: Roché J. 2013 Suivi quantitatif de l’avifaune nicheuse de la Loire et de l’Allier 1990-2012. Programme STORI, Université de Bourgogne, 114 p. 
Marion L. 2009 Recensement national des Hérons coloniaux de France en 2007. Héron cendré, Héron pourpré Héron bihoreau, Héron crabier, Héron gardebœuf, Aigrette 
garzette, Grande Aigrette, MEEDDMT, 84 p.
Breeding long-term trend: Roché J. 2013 Suivi quantitatif de l’avifaune nicheuse de la Loire et de l’Allier 1990-2012. Programme STORI, Université de Bourgogne, 114 p. 
Marion L. 2009 Recensement national des Hérons coloniaux de France en 2007. Héron cendré, Héron pourpré Héron bihoreau, Héron crabier, Héron gardebœuf, Aigrette 
garzette, Grande Aigrette, MEEDDMT, 84 p.

Georgia
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004

Germany: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Gedeon, K., C. Grüneberg, A. Mitschke & C. Sudfeldt (in Vorb.): Atlas Deutscher Brutvogelarten. SVD & DDA, Münster.
Breeding short-term trend: Monitoring seltener Brutvögel
Breeding long-term trend: Monitoring seltener Brutvögel

Greece: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Kazantzidis, S. & G. Yfantis. 2012. Heronries in Greece - 2nd national Census. Oionos (Hellenic Ornithological Society's 3-mothly edition) 49: 8-9.
Breeding short-term trend: Kazantzidis, S. 2005. Herons. Hellenic Ornithological Society, Thessaloniki.
Breeding long-term trend: Crivelli, A., Jerrentrup, H. & B. Hallmann. 1988. Preliminary results of a complete census of breeding colonial wading birds in Greece, spring 
1985-1986. HOS Newsletter 4:31-33

Hungary: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: National Park Directorates databases Breeding bird (MME RTM) database.
Breeding short-term trend: Faragó S., Gosztonyi L. (2013): A szürke gém (Ardea cinerea) vonuló és telelő állománya Magyarországon (1996-2012). Magyar Vízivad 
Közlemények 23. 275-309 p. National Park Directorates databases Breeding bird (MME RTM) database.

Republic of Ireland: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Crowe, O. & Holt, C. (2013) Estimates of waterbird numbers wintering in Ireland, 2006/07 – 2010/11. Irish Birds (unpublished). Balmer, D., 
Gillings, S., Caffrey, B., Swan, B., Downie, I. & Fuller, R. (2013) Bird Atlas 2007-11 The breeding and wintering birds of Britain and Ireland. British Trust for Ornithology. 
Sheppard, R. (1993). Ireland's Wetland Wealth. Irish Wildbird Conservancy.
Breeding short-term trend: Balmer, D., Gillings, S., Caffrey, B., Swan, B., Downie, I. & Fuller, R. (2013) Bird Atlas 2007-11 The breeding and wintering birds of Britain and 
Ireland. British Trust for Ornithology. Gibbons D.W., Reid J.B. & Chapman R.A. (1993) The New Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain and Ireland 1988-1991. Poyser, London.
Breeding long-term trend: Balmer, D., Gillings, S., Caffrey, B., Swan, B., Downie, I. & Fuller, R. (2013) Bird Atlas 2007-11 The breeding and wintering birds of Britain and 
Ireland. British Trust for Ornithology. Sharrock, J.T.R. (1976) The Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain and Ireland. T. & AD Poyser.
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Italy: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Mezzavilla F & Scarton F. 2013. Le garzaie in Veneto. Risultati dei censimenti svolti nel 2009-2010. Associazione Faunisti Veneti, 224 Pp. Puglisi 
L, Pezzo F, Sacchetti A. 2012. Gli aironi coloniali in Toscana. Andamento, distribuzione e conservazione. Edizioni Regione Toscana. Fasola M, Albanese G, AsOER. Boano 
G, Boncompagni E, Bressan U, Brunelli M, Ciaccio A, Floris G, Grussu M, Guglielmi R, Guzzon C, Mezzavilla F, Paesani G, Sacchetti A, Sanna M, Scarton F, Scoccianti C, 
Utmar P, Vaschetti G & Velatta F. 2007. Le garzaie in Italia, 2002. Avocetta 31:5-46 Provincia di Perugia, Servizio Gestione Faunistica e Protezione Ambientale, unpubl. 
datas. Tinarelli R. Pers. comm. Fasola M, Pers. comm.
Breeding short-term trend: Mezzavilla F & Scarton F. 2013. Le garzaie in Veneto. Risultati dei censimenti svolti nel 2009-2010. Associazione Faunisti Veneti, 224 Pp. 
Puglisi L, Pezzo F, Sacchetti A. 2012. Gli aironi coloniali in Toscana. Andamento, distribuzione e conservazione. Edizioni Regione Toscana. Fasola M, Albanese G, AsOER. 
Boano G, Boncompagni E, Bressan U, Brunelli M, Ciaccio A, Floris G, Grussu M, Guglielmi R, Guzzon C, Mezzavilla F, Paesani G, Sacchetti A, Sanna M, Scarton F, 
Scoccianti C, Utmar P, Vaschetti G & Velatta F. 2007. Le garzaie in Italia, 2002. Avocetta 31:5-46 Provincia di Perugia, Servizio Gestione Faunistica e Protezione Ambientale, 
unpubl. datas. Tinarelli R. Pers. comm. Fasola M, Pers. comm.
Breeding long-term trend: Mezzavilla F & Scarton F. 2013. Le garzaie in Veneto. Risultati dei censimenti svolti nel 2009-2010. Associazione Faunisti Veneti, 224 Pp. Puglisi 
L, Pezzo F, Sacchetti A. 2012. Gli aironi coloniali in Toscana. Andamento, distribuzione e conservazione. Edizioni Regione Toscana. Fasola M, Albanese G, AsOER. Boano 
G, Boncompagni E, Bressan U, Brunelli M, Ciaccio A, Floris G, Grussu M, Guglielmi R, Guzzon C, Mezzavilla F, Paesani G, Sacchetti A, Sanna M, Scarton F, Scoccianti C, 
Utmar P, Vaschetti G & Velatta F. 2007. Le garzaie in Italia, 2002. Avocetta 31:5-46 Provincia di Perugia, Servizio Gestione Faunistica e Protezione Ambientale, unpubl. 
datas. Tinarelli R. Pers. comm. Fasola M, Pers. comm.

Kosovo
Breeding population size: NGO "Finch" (2014)

Latvia: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Kerus V. 2011. Latvijas ligzdojoso putnu stavokla parmainas laika no 1980. lidz 2010. gadam. Promocijas darbs. Riga: Latvijas Universitate
Breeding long-term trend: Priednieks J., Strazds M., Strazds A., Petrins A. 1989. Latvian Breeding Bird Atlas 1980-1984. Riga: Zinatne. Kerus V. 2011. Latvijas ligzdojoso 
putnu stavokla parmainas laika no 1980. lidz 2010. gadam. Promocijas darbs. Riga: Latvijas Universitate

Liechtenstein
Breeding population size: Willi, G. (2014) Unpublished collection data
Breeding short-term trend: Willi, G. (2006) Die Vögel des Fürstentums Liechtenstein. Amtlicher Lehrmittelverlag, Vaduz (Naturkundliche Forschung im Fürstentum 
Liechtenstein, Bd. 22., Willi; G. (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding long-term trend: Willi, G. & M.F. Broggi (1983) Die Vogelwelt des Fürstentums Liechtenstein unter Berücksichtigung der benachbarten Gebiete; Teil I: Gaviiformes 
(Seetaucher) – Falconiformes (Greifvögel). Ber. Bot.-Zool. Ges. Liechtenstein-Sargans-Werdenberg, Band 12, S. 61-117.; Willi, G. (2006) Die Vögel des Fürstentums 
Liechtenstein. Amtlicher Lehrmittelverlag, Vaduz (Naturkundliche Forschung im Fürstentum Liechtenstein, Bd. 22.

Lithuania: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) Jusys, V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2012. Lietuvos paukščių 
pažinimo vadovas. Kaunas: „Lututė“, 288 p.
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife International/European Bird Cencus Council 2004. Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, 
UK: BirdLife International (BirdLife Conservation Series No. 12). Jusys, V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2012. Lietuvos paukščių pažinimo vadovas. Kaunas: „Lututė“, 288 p. 
Kurlavičius, P. (ed.) 2006. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlasas. Kaunas: „Lututė“, 256 p. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt)
Breeding long-term trend: BirdLife International/European Bird Cencus Council. 2000. European bird populations: estimates and trends. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife 
International (BirdLife Conservation Series No. 10). Kurlavičius, P. (ed.) 2006. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlasas. Kaunas: „Lututė“, 256 p. Expert working group of the 
Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt)

Luxembourg: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: LUXOR (2013): NATUR&EMWELT - BIRD-DATABASE, LUXEMBOURG Recorder (2013): database, Musée national d’histoire naturelle, 
Luxembourg Lorgé P., E. Melchior (2010): Die Vögel Luxemburgs. LNVL, Luxembourg. ISBN: 978-2-919920-01-3
Breeding short-term trend: LUXOR (2013): NATUR&EMWELT - BIRD-DATABASE, LUXEMBOURG Recorder (2013): database, Musée national d’histoire naturelle, 
Luxembourg Lorgé P., E. Melchior (2010): Die Vögel Luxemburgs. LNVL, Luxembourg. ISBN: 978-2-919920-01-3
Breeding long-term trend: LUXOR (2013): NATUR&EMWELT - BIRD-DATABASE, LUXEMBOURG Recorder (2013): database, Musée national d’histoire naturelle, 
Luxembourg Weiss J. (1995): Zum Wiederauftreten des Graureihers (Ardea cinerea) als Brutvogel in Luxemburg. Regulus Wissenschaftliche Berichte 15 Lorgé P., E. 
Melchior (2010): Die Vögel Luxemburgs. LNVL, Luxembourg. ISBN: 978-2-919920-01-3 Melchior E., E. Mentgen, R. Peltzer, R. Schmitt, J. Weiss (1987): Atlas der Brutvögel 
Luxemburgs. Lëtzebuerger Natur- a Vulleschutzliga. Kremer-Muller & Cie, Foetz, Luxembourg

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Breeding population size: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božiič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird 
Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282. Metodija Velevski and Borut Stumberger, unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Metodija Velevski and Borut Stumberger, 
unpublished data

Moldova
Breeding population size: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding short-term trend: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding long-term trend: 1.Аверин Ю. В., Ганя И.М., Успенский Г. Птицы Молдавии, том 2, Кишинев,1971, 2p 2.Burfield I., Bommel van F., Birds in Europe. Population 
estimates, trends and conservation status. BirdLife International. Oxford, 2004. 374p. 3 .The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.

Montenegro
Breeding population size: Dubak, Vešović, N., Saveljić, D (2013):Izvještaj o stanju životne sredine za 2013. Agencija za zaštitu životne sredine Crne Gore. Podgorica
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Montenegro
Breeding short-term trend: Puzovic, S., Simic, D., Saveljić, D., Gergelj, J., Tucakov,M.,Stojnic,N., Hulo, I., Ham, I., Vizi,O., Sciban,M., Ruzic,M., Vucanovic,M., Jovanovic, T. 
(2004): Birds of Serbia and Montenegro – Size of nesting populations. I trends: 1990-2002. Ciconia 12,

Netherlands: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: NEM, Sovon en CBS (Boele et al. 2011-2013, van Dijk et al 2010)
Breeding short-term trend: NEM, Sovon en CBS, Boele et al. (2013)
Breeding long-term trend: Sovon

Norway
Breeding population size: BirdLife Norway

Poland: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Compilation of regional figures: KRAINA ŚWIĘTOKRZYSKA (Towarzystwo Badań i Ochrony Przyrody, R. Maniarski, M. Jantarski i inni), KUJAWY 
(P. Zieliński i inni), LUBELSZCZYZNA (Lubelskie Towarzystwo Ornitologiczne, M. Urban, P. Szewczyk, P. Stachyra), MAŁOPOLSKA (M. Ciach, R. Bobrek, T. Wilk), 
MAZOWSZE (Mazowiecko-Świętokrzyskie Towarzystwo Ornitologiczne: S. Chmielewski, A. Dombrowski, A. Goławski, H. Kot), PODLASIE (T. Tumiel, G. Grygoruk), 
POMORZE (Ł. Ławicki, A. Sikora), ŚLĄSK (P. Kołodziejczyk i inni), ŚLĄSK GÓRNY (J. Betleja), WARMIA I MAZURY (D. Cząstkiewicz, K. Jankowski, M. Szymkiewicz, A. 
Sikora), WIELKOPOLSKA (P. Wylegała, L. Kuczyński), ZIEMIA LUBUSKA (P. Czechowski, S. Rubacha, P. Baranowski, M. Jankowski,R. Kruszyk, M. Leszczyński, M. 
Prange, J. Udolf), ZIEMIA ŁÓDZKA (T. Janiszewski, Z.Wojciechowski, P.Minias, R.Włodarczyk, B.Lesner, M.Wężyk),
Breeding short-term trend: Chylarecki P., Sikora A. 2007. Ocena liczebności gatunków lęgowych w Polsce. W: Sikora A., Rohde Z., Gromadzki M., Neubauer G., Chylarecki 
P. (red.). Atlas rozmieszczenia ptaków lęgowych Polski 1985–2004. Bogucki Wyd. Nauk., Poznań, s. 34–41; BirdLife International 2004. Birds in Europe: population 
estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International. BirdLife International Series No. 12.
Breeding long-term trend: Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. 1994. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International; Chylarecki P., Sikora A. 2007. 
Ocena liczebności gatunków lęgowych w Polsce. W: Sikora A., Rohde Z., Gromadzki M., Neubauer G., Chylarecki P. (red.). Atlas rozmieszczenia ptaków lęgowych Polski 
1985–2004. Bogucki Wyd. Nauk., Poznań, s. 34–41; BirdLife International 2004. Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK: 
BirdLife International. BirdLife International Series No. 12.

Portugal: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: informação ICNF
Breeding short-term trend: informação ICNF
Breeding long-term trend: informação ICNF

Romania: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: SOR database
Breeding short-term trend: BirLife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trebds and conservation status. Cambridge, UK Papp T., Fântână C. – editori 
2008, Ariile de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România, Publicaţie Comună a Societăţii Ornitologice Române şi a Asociaţiei „Grupul Milvus"BirLife International (2004) Birds in 
Europe: population estimates, trebds and conservation status. Cambridge, UK Papp T., Fântână C. – editori 2008, Ariile de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România, Publicaţie 
Comună a Societăţii Ornitologice Române şi a Asociaţiei „Grupul Milvus"
Breeding long-term trend: Munteanu D. (ed) 2002: Atlasul păsărilor clocitoare din România, ediţia a II-a, Publicaţiile Societăţii Ornitologice Române, nr. 16, Cluj-Napoca. 
Weber P. et all.1994: Atlasul provizoriu al păsărilor clocitoare din România, Publicaţiile Societăţii Ornitologice Române, nr.2, Mediaş Papp T., Fântână C. – editori 2008, Ariile 
de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România, Publicaţie Comună a Societăţii Ornitologice Române şi a Asociaţiei „Grupul Milvus" Victor Ciochia. Dinamica și migrația păsărilor. 
Ed. Științifică și Enciclopedică, București, 1984

Russia
Breeding population size: Krivenko V.G, Vinogradov V.G. 2008. Birds of the Water Environment and Rhythms of Climate of the Northern Eurasia. Moscow: 588 p. (in 
Russian). Belik V.P. 2005. Cadastre of breeding avifauna of South Russia. Strepet 3, no. 1-2: 5-37 (in Russian). Animals. Cadaster. Voronezh, Biomik: 48-159 (in Russian). 
Sarychev V.S. (ed.) 2009. Vertebrates of Lipetsk Region. Voronezh: 494 p. (in Russian). Klimov S.M., Sarychev V.S., Melnikov M.V., Zemlyanukhin A.I. 2004. Fauna of the 
Upper Don Basin. Nonpasserines. Lipetsk, LGPU: 224 p. (in Russian). Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., unpublished. spinus73@mail.ru
Breeding short-term trend: Shepel A.I., unpublished. shai53@mail.ru Sarychev V.S. (ed.) 2009. Vertebrates of Lipetsk Region. Voronezh: 494 p. Sarychev V.S., 
unpublished. vssar@yandex.ru Belik V.P., unpublished. vpbelik@mail.ru Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., unpublished. spinus73@mail.ru Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert 
opinion. spinus73@mail.ru Mischenko A.L., Sukhanova O.V., unpublished
Breeding long-term trend: Belik V.P. et al. 2003. Recent population trends of breeding birds in the Southern Russia. - Strepet 1: 10-30 (in Russian). Shepel A.I., 
unpublished. shai53@mail.ru Iljinski I.V., Milto K.D. 2011. On breeding of the grey heron Ardea cinerea in the Leningrad Oblast. - Russian Ornithological Magazine, express-
issue 20 (708): 2366-2368 (in Russian). Sarychev V.S. (ed.) 2009. Vertebrates of Lipetsk Region. Voronezh: 494 p. Sarychev V.S., unpublished. vssar@yandex.ru Borodin 
O.V., Smirnova S.L., unpublished. spinus73@mail.ru Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru Mischenko A.L., Sukhanova O.V., unpublished

Serbia
Breeding population size: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding long-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data

Slovakia: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002. Karaska, D.
Breeding short-term trend: Ridzoň, J., Karaska, D., Darolová, A.
Breeding long-term trend: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002. Karaska, D.
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Slovenia: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Mihelič, T. (2013): Novi ornitološki atlas gnezdilk Slovenije 2002-2010. Internetna baza podatkov. Spletna stran: http://www.ptice.si/atlas. Društvo 
za opazovanje in proučevanje ptic Slovenije, DOPPS - BirdLife Slovenija. Ljubljana.
Breeding short-term trend: Kmecl, P. & Figelj, J. (2013): Monitoring splošno razširjenih vrst ptic za določitev slovenskega indeksa ptic kmetijske krajine - poročilo za leto 
2013. – DOPPS, Ljubljana. http://www.natura2000.gov.si/uploads/tx_library/SIPKK_2013_1.pdf Mihelič, T. (2013): Novi ornitološki atlas gnezdilk Slovenije 2002-2010. 
Internetna baza podatkov. Spletna stran: http://www.ptice.si/atlas. Društvo za opazovanje in proučevanje ptic Slovenije, DOPPS - BirdLife Slovenija. Ljubljana.
Breeding long-term trend: Mihelič, T. (2013): Novi ornitološki atlas gnezdilk Slovenije 2002-2010. Internetna baza podatkov. Spletna stran: http://www.ptice.si/atlas. Društvo 
za opazovanje in proučevanje ptic Slovenije, DOPPS - BirdLife Slovenija. Ljubljana. Geister, I. (1995): Ornitološki atlas Slovenije. DZS, Ljubljana.

Spain: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: SEO/BirdLife (2012). Programa de seguimiento de Avifauna de SEO/BirdLife 2011. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 35 pp. Garrido, J.R., Molina, B. & del 
Moral, J.C. (Eds.) (2012). Las garzas en españa, población reproductora e invernante en 2010-2011 y método de censo. SEO/BirLife. Madrid. 213 pp.
Breeding short-term trend: SEO/BirdLife (2012). Programa de seguimiento de Avifauna de SEO/BirdLife 2011. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 35 pp. Información obtenida a partir 
de la Base de Datos del Inventario de especies terrestres. Seguimiento de Aves SACRE. (Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente). http://
www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/tendencia_aves_comunes_espania.aspx Gráfica de la tendencia 
poblacional: http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/ieet_aves_sist_seg_tendencia_comunes_esp.aspx
Breeding long-term trend: Garrido, J.R., Molina, B. & del Moral, J.C. (Eds.) (2012). Las garzas en españa, población reproductora e invernante en 2010-2011 y método de 
censo. SEO/BirLife. Madrid. 213 pp. http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/38-_Garzas_tcm7-219797.pdf

Sweden: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: Ottosson, U., Ottvall, R., Elmberg, J., Green, M., Gustafsson, R., Haas, F., Holmqvist, N., Lindström, Å., Nilsson, L., Svensson, M., Svensson, S. 
& Tjernberg, M. 2012. Fåglarna i Sverige - antal och förekomst. Sveriges Ornitologiska Förening, Halmstad.
Breeding short-term trend: Swedish Bird Survey (Svensk Fågeltaxering), Lund University.
Breeding long-term trend: Swedish Bird Survey (Svensk Fågeltaxering), Lund University.

Switzerland
Breeding population size: Swiss Ornithological Institute: Updated based on population trend.
Breeding short-term trend: http://www.vogelwarte.ch/monitoring-ausgewaehlte-arten.html Min Max refer to 95% Confidence interval.
Breeding long-term trend: http://www.vogelwarte.ch/monitoring-ausgewaehlte-arten.html Min Max refer to 95% Confidence interval.

Turkey
Breeding population size: Güven Eken personal communication. www.kusbank.org Kirwan G.M., Boyla K. A., Castell P., Demirci B., Özen M., Welch H., Marlow T., 2008, 
Birds of Turkey. Londra, Christopher Helm, 978-1-4081-0475-
Breeding short-term trend: Doğa Derneği, Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Key Biodiversity Areas of Turkey (Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa 
Alanları) Doğa Derneği, Ankara, KILIÇ, T., EKEN, G. 2004, Türkiye'nin Önemli Kuş Alanları Güncellemesi, Doğa Derneği. Ankara.
Breeding long-term trend: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12)

Ukraine
Breeding population size: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 4. European birds 
populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation 
Series N10, 160 p. 5. Численность и размещение гнездящихся околоводных птиц в водно-болотных угодьях Азово-Черноморского побережья Украины. Под ред. 
В.Д. Сиохин / Wetland International Киев. 2000. 476 с. 6. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. 
Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158. 7. Experts: I.Gorban, I. Rusev, Z. Petrovych
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Directory of Azov – Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, Wetland International, 235 p. 2. Directory of Ukraine’s 
Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky& I. Zaruk. – Kyiv, 2006, Wetland International Black Sea Programme. - 312 с. 3. Бокотей А.А., Дзюбенко Н.В., Горбань І.М. та інші. 
Гніздова орнітофауна басейну Верхнього Дністра. – Львів: ЛНУ, 2010. – 400 с.
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Серебряков В.В., Грищенко В.Н. Численность колониальных видов цапель на Украине по данным анкетного учета в 1986 г. // 
Всесоюзное совещание по проблеме кадастра и учета животного мира. Уфа. 1989. С.209-210. 2. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - 
Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 3. Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and 
Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 4. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife 
International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 5. European birds populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ 
BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation Series N10, 160 p. 6. Численность и размещение гнездящихся околоводных птиц в водно-
болотных угодьях Азово-Черноморского побережья Украины. Под ред. В.Д. Сиохин / Wetland International Киев. 2000. 476 с. 7. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності 
гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158. 8. Directory of Azov – Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. 
Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, Wetland International, 235 p. 9. Birds in Europe: Population Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 
374 р. 10. Directory of Ukraine’s Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky& I. Zaruk. – Kyiv, 2006, Wetland International Black Sea Programme. - 312 с. 11. Бокотей А.А., 
Дзюбенко Н.В., Горбань І.М. та інші. Гніздова орнітофауна басейну Верхнього Дністра. – Львів: ЛНУ, 2010. – 400 с.

United Kingdom: A. c. cinerea
Breeding population size: BTO Heronries Census; Musgrove, A.J., Aebischer, N.J., Eaton, M.A., Hearn, R.D., Newson, S.E., Noble, D.G., Parsons, M., Risely, K. & Stroud, 
D.A. 2013. Population estimates of birds in Great Britain and the United Kingdom. British Birds 106: 64-100.
Breeding short-term trend: Baillie, S.R., Marchant, J.H., Leech, D.I., Massimino, D., Eglington, S.M., Johnston, A., Noble, D.G., Barimore, C., Kew, A.J., Downie, I.S., 
Risely, K. & Robinson, R.A. (2013). BirdTrends 2012: trends in numbers, breeding success and survival for UK breeding birds. Research Report 644. BTO, Thetford. http://
www.bto.org/birdtrends
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United Kingdom: A. c. cinerea
Breeding long-term trend: Baillie, S.R., Marchant, J.H., Leech, D.I., Massimino, D., Eglington, S.M., Johnston, A., Noble, D.G., Barimore, C., Kew, A.J., Downie, I.S., Risely, 
K. & Robinson, R.A. (2013). BirdTrends 2012: trends in numbers, breeding success and survival for UK breeding birds. Research Report 644. BTO, Thetford. http://
www.bto.org/birdtrends
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