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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Austria 20-26 6 2011-2012 good + 20-40 2001-2012 good + 100-150 1980-2012 medium  
Bulgaria 0-8 <1 2005-2012 good - 50-70 2000-2012 good - 70-90 1980-2012 medium  
Croatia 3-5 1 2010 good 0 0 2001-2012 medium ?     
Czech Rep. 8-15 3 2001-2003 good 0 0 2000-2012 medium 0 0-25 1980-2012 medium  
Georgia 1-3 <1 2005 medium ?    ?     
Hungary 220-245 56 2010-2012 good + 70-80 2000-2012 good + 800-850 1980-2012 good  
FYRO Macedonia 0-3 <1 2001-2012 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium ?     
Moldova 5-10 2 2001-2012 good F 30-50 2001-2012 medium - 20-40 1980-2012 medium  
Romania 6-10 2 2009-2013 good ?    ?     
Russia 0-5 <1 2008-2012 poor - 50-70 2000-2012 medium + 98-99 1980-2012 good  
Serbia 22-32 6 2008-2012 medium - 10-29 2000-2012 good - ≥30 1980-2012 medium  
Slovakia 20-45 7 2012 good + 10-90 2000-2011 good + 10-90 1980-2012 good  
Turkey 3-10 1 2009 good - 90-99 2000-2012 good - 30-49 1990-2013 medium  
Ukraine 45-80 15 2000 medium - 10-20 2001-2012 medium - 20-30 1980-2012 medium  
EU27 270-350 74   Increasing         
Europe 350-500 100   Increasing         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Austria
Breeding population size: BirdLife Austria, unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife Austria, estimate on the basis of available unpublished and published trend data
Breeding long-term trend: Dvorak et al. 1993, BirdLife Austria, unpublished data

Bulgaria
Breeding population size: Iankov, P., G. Stoyanov, D. Ragyov 2013. Action Plan for Conservation of the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug Gray, 1834) in Bulgaria, Ministry of 
Environment and Waters, Sofia, 91 p. http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Nature/Biodiversity/Valeri/AP-F.sherrug_2013-2022.pdf Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of 
Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, BSPB, 679 p. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of 
Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database
Breeding short-term trend: Iankov, P., G. Stoyanov, D. Ragyov 2013. Action Plan for Conservation of the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug Gray, 1834) in Bulgaria, Ministry of 
Environment and Waters, Sofia, 91 p. http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Nature/Biodiversity/Valeri/AP-F.sherrug_2013-2022.pdf Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of 
Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, BSPB, 679 p. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of 
Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database
Breeding long-term trend: Iankov, P., G. Stoyanov, D. Ragyov 2013. Action Plan for Conservation of the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug Gray, 1834) in Bulgaria, Ministry of 
Environment and Waters, Sofia, 91 p. http://www.moew.government.bg/files/file/Nature/Biodiversity/Valeri/AP-F.sherrug_2013-2022.pdf Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of 
Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, BSPB, 679 p. Botev, B. (ed.) 1985. Red Data Book of Bulgaria, 
Vol. 2, Animals, Sofia, BAS, 183 p. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database

Croatia
Breeding population size: Grlica I., J. Grlica (2011): Stručna podloga za potrebe izrade Plana upravljanja s akcijskim planom zaštite stepskog sokola (Falco cherrug) za 
razdoblje 2012. – 2016. godine. PD „Drava“ za DZZP.
Breeding short-term trend: Grlica I., J. Grlica (2011): Stručna podloga za potrebe izrade Plana upravljanja s akcijskim planom zaštite stepskog sokola (Falco cherrug) za 
razdoblje 2012. – 2016. godine. PD „Drava“ za DZZP.
Breeding long-term trend: Grlica I., J. Grlica (2011): Stručna podloga za potrebe izrade Plana upravljanja s akcijskim planom zaštite stepskog sokola (Falco cherrug) za 
razdoblje 2012. – 2016. godine. PD „Drava“ za DZZP.

Czech Republic
Breeding population size: STASTNY K., BEJCEK V. & HUDEC K. 2006: Atlas hnizdniho rozsireni ptaku v Ceske republice. Aventinum Praha.
Breeding short-term trend: BERAN V., HORA J., HORAL D. & KUCERA Z. inpress: Monitoring druhu prilohy I směrnice o ptacich a ptacich oblasti v letech 2008-2010. 
AOPK CR
Breeding long-term trend: STASTNY K., BEJCEK V. & HUDEC K. 2006: Atlas hnizdniho rozsireni ptaku v Ceske republice. Aventinum Praha.

Georgia
Breeding population size: Galvez, R.A., Gavashelishvili, L., Javakhishvili, Z. 2005. Raptors and Owls of Georgia (Field guide). Tbilisi, GCCW & Buneba Print Publishing. 
Tbilisi: 128 pp. (in English & in Georgian).

Hungary
Breeding population size: Bagyura, J., Fidlóczky, J., Szitta, T., Prommer, M., Tihanyi, G., Zalai, T., Balázs, I., Váczi, M., Viszló, L., Klébert, A., Haraszthy, L., Tóth, I., Török, 
H. A., Demeter, I., Serfőző, J., Pigniczki, Cs., Kazi, R. é Erdélyi, K. (2012): A Kerecsensólyom-védelmi Munkacsoport 2010. évi beszámolója / Annual Report of the Saker 
Falcon Conservetion Working Group 2010 (In Hungarian with English summary.) Heliaca 8: 22-29. Breeding bird (MME RTM) database. National Park Direcorates& 
databases.
Breeding short-term trend: Bagyura, J., Fidlóczky, J., Szitta, T., Prommer, M., Tihanyi, G., Zalai, T., Balázs, I., Váczi, M., Viszló, L., Klébert, A., Haraszthy, L., Tóth, I., 
Török, H. A., Demeter, I., Serfőző, J., Pigniczki, Cs., Kazi, R. é Erdélyi, K. (2012): A Kerecsensólyom-védelmi Munkacsoport 2010. évi beszámolója / Annual Report of the 
Saker Falcon Conservetion Working Group 2010 (In Hungarian with English summary.) Heliaca 8: 22-29. Breeding bird (MME RTM) database. National Park Direcorates& 
databases.
Breeding long-term trend: Bagyura, J., Szitta, T., Haraszthy, L., Kállay, G., Demeter, I., Sándor, I., Dudás, M. and Viszló, L. (2003): Population trend of the Saker Falcon 
(Falco cherrug) in Hungary between 1980 and 2002. In: R. D. Chancellor & Meyburg, B.-U. eds. 2004. Raptors Worldwide - Proceedings of the 6th World Conference on birds 
of Prey and Owls, Budapest, Hungary, 18-23 May 2003.: 663-672. National Park Direcorates& databases.

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Breeding population size: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird 
Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282.
Breeding short-term trend: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird 
Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282.

Moldova
Breeding population size: Munteanu A, Zubcov N., Atlasul păsărilor clocitoare din Republica Moldova, 2010, 100p. Muntenu A., Zubcov N., Movileanu D. On the Status 
Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug Gray) population in Moldova.Buletinul Academiei de Ştiinţe a Moldovei. Ştiinţele vieţii. 2007, N 1 (301), p.99-105.
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Munteanu A., Zubcov N., Cozari T., Lumea animală.Păsări. Vol. IV. 2006 1. Munteanu A, Zubcov N., Atlasul păsărilor clocitoare din Republica 
Moldova, 2010, 100p.
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International. (BirdLife Conservation Series No. 
12). 2004. 1160 pp 2. Ganya I.M., Zubkov N.I. Rare and threatened bird species of Moldova. Kishinev, Stiinta, 1989. 150 pp. (Rus) Munteanu A, Zubcov N., Atlasul păsărilor 
clocitoare din Republica Moldova, 2010, 100p.
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Romania
Breeding population size: LIFE09 NAT/HU/000384

Russia
Breeding population size: Galushin V.M., expert opinion. v-galushin@yandex.ru Belik V.P. 2008. Action plan on the conservation of Saker (Falco cherrug) in Caucasian 
Ecological Region. – Action plans on the conservation globally threatened bird species in Caucasian Ecological Region. Moscow-Makhachkala: 55-62 (in Russian). Numerov 
A.D. 1996. Class Birds Aves. – Natural resources of Voronezh Region. Vertebrate Animals. Cadaster. Voronezh, Biomik: 48-159 (in Russian). Sarychev V.S. (ed.) 2009. 
Vertebrates of Lipetsk Region. Voronezh: 494 p. (in Russian). Klimov S.M., Sarychev V.S., Melnikov M.V., Zemlyanukhin A.I. 2004. Fauna of the Upper Don Basin. 
Nonpasserines. Lipetsk, LGPU: 224 p. (in Russian). Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru
Breeding short-term trend: Belik V.P. 2008. Action plan on the conservation of Saker (Falco cherrug) in Caucasian Ecological Region. – Action plans on the conservation 
globally threatened bird species in Caucasian Ecological Region. Moscow-Makhachkala: 55-62 (in Russian). Numerov A.D. 1996. Class Birds Aves. – Natural resources of 
Voronezh Region. Vertebrate Animals. Cadaster. Voronezh, Biomik: 48-159 (in Russian). Sarychev V.S. (ed.) 2009. Vertebrates of Lipetsk Region. Voronezh: 494 p. (in 
Russian). Klimov S.M., Sarychev V.S., Melnikov M.V., Zemlyanukhin A.I. 2004. Fauna of the Upper Don Basin. Nonpasserines. Lipetsk, LGPU: 224 p. (in Russian). Borodin 
O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru
Breeding long-term trend: Galushin V.M. 2001. Saker. - Pavlov D.S., Flint V.E. (eds.). Red Data Book of Russian Federation. Moscow: 456-457 (in Russian). Belik V.P. et 
al. 2003. Recent population trends of breeding birds in the Southern Russia. - Strepet 1: 10-30 (in Russian). Belik V.P. 2008. Action plan on the conservation of Saker (Falco 
cherrug) in Caucasian Ecological Region. – Action plans on the conservation globally threatened bird species in Caucasian Ecological Region. Moscow-Makhachkala: 55-62 
(in Russian). Sarychev V.S. (ed.) 2009. Vertebrates of Lipetsk Region. Voronezh: 494 p. (in Russian). Klimov S.M., Sarychev V.S., Melnikov M.V., Zemlyanukhin A.I. 2004. 
Fauna of the Upper Don Basin. Nonpasserines. Lipetsk, LGPU: 224 p. (in Russian). Borodin O.V., Smirnova S.L., expert opinion. spinus73@mail.ru

Serbia
Breeding population size: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding long-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data

Slovakia
Breeding population size: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002. Jozef Chavko: Vývoj a 
ochrana populácie sokola rároha (Falco cherrug) na západnom Slovensku v rokoch 1976 - 2010. Slovak Raptor Journal 2010, 4: 1-22. Jozef Chavko: Súhrnná správa o 
výsledkoch monitoringu hniezdenia vybraných populácii dravých vtákov realizovaného členmi OZ Ochrana dravcov na Slovensku v rokoch 2000 až 2011. Časopis BUTEO, 
ročníky 1/1986 až 13/2003 (vydávala RPS)
Breeding short-term trend: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002. Jozef Chavko: Vývoj a 
ochrana populácie sokola rároha (Falco cherrug) na západnom Slovensku v rokoch 1976 - 2010. Slovak Raptor Journal 2010, 4: 1-22. Jozef Chavko: Súhrnná správa o 
výsledkoch monitoringu hniezdenia vybraných populácii dravých vtákov realizovaného členmi OZ Ochrana dravcov na Slovensku v rokoch 2000 až 2011. Časopis BUTEO, 
ročníky 1/1986 až 13/2003 (vydávala RPS)
Breeding long-term trend: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002. Jozef Chavko: Vývoj a 
ochrana populácie sokola rároha (Falco cherrug) na západnom Slovensku v rokoch 1976 - 2010. Slovak Raptor Journal 2010, 4: 1-22. Jozef Chavko: Súhrnná správa o 
výsledkoch monitoringu hniezdenia vybraných populácii dravých vtákov realizovaného členmi OZ Ochrana dravcov na Slovensku v rokoch 2000 až 2011. Časopis BUTEO, 
ročníky 1/1986 až 13/2003 (vydávala RPS)

Turkey
Breeding population size: Murat Bozdoğan, Soner Bekir, Emin Yoğurtçuoğlu personal communication. Dixon, A., D. Ragyov, Z. Ayas, M. Deli, D. Demerdzhiev, I. Angelov, 
E. Kmetova and N. Nedyalkov 2009. Population status of breeding Saker Falcons (Falco cherrug) in Turkey. – Avian Biology Research 2 (4), 213-220.
Breeding short-term trend: Doğa Derneği, Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Key Biodiversity Areas of Turkey (Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa 
Alanları) Doğa Derneği, Ankara, KILIÇ, T., EKEN, G. 2004, Türkiye'nin Önemli Kuş Alanları Güncellemesi, Doğa Derneği. Ankara.
Breeding long-term trend: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12)

Ukraine
Breeding population size: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 4. European birds 
populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. Peet, W. Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/ EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation 
Series N10, 160 p.
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Birds in Europe: Population 
Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 374 р. 4. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського 
університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158.
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Горбань І. Грищенко В. 
Вєтров В. Костін С. Пілюга В. Про чисельність хижих птахів в Україні . «Екологічні аспекти охорони птахів ». Матеріали VII наради орнітологів Західної України. м. 
Івано - Франківськ , 4-7 лютого 1999 р. Львів . 1999. с. 32-33. 4. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. 
BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724.
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