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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Albania 1,000-4,000 <1 2002-2012 poor 0 0 2002-2012 medium 0 0 1980-2012 medium  
Armenia 1,000-2,500 <1 2002-2012 medium ?    ?     
Austria 1,800-2,500 <1 2001-2012 medium 0 0 2001-2012 medium ?     
Azerbaijan 5,000-10,000 2 1996-2000 poor ?    ?     
Belarus 500-1,000 <1 2000-2012 medium + 90 2000-2012 medium + 95-98 1980-2012 medium  
Bosnia & HG 30-50 <1 2010-2014 poor + 5-10 2001-2012 poor + 5-10 1980-2013 poor  
Bulgaria 14,000-25,000 4 2005-2012 medium - 5-10 2000-2012 medium 0 0-5 1980-2012 medium  
Croatia 1,000-1,800 <1 2013 poor ?    ?     
Czech Rep. 1,000-1,400 <1 2001-2003 good 0 7-10 2000-2012 medium +  1980-2012 poor  
Georgia Present <1   ?    ?     
Greece 10,000-20,000 3 2008-2012 poor ?    ?     
Hungary 21,200-41,900 7 2000-2012 medium ?    ?     
Kosovo 700-1,100 <1 2009-2014 medium ?    ?     
FYRO Macedonia 3,000-15,000 2 2001-2012 poor ?    ?     
Moldova 3,200-3,800 1 2000-2010 medium 0 0 2000-2010 medium 0 0 1980-2010 medium  
Montenegro 1,500-2,000 <1 2002-2012 poor ?    ?     
Poland 1,000-2,000 <1 2008-2012 poor + 150-230 1997-2012 medium + 300-400 1980-2012 medium  
Romania 10,000-30,000 4 2001-2013 poor ?    ?     
Russia 7,000-12,000 2 2005-2010 poor + 5-30 2000-2012 good + 10-70 1980-2012 good  
Serbia 22,000-29,000 6 2008-2012 medium 0 0 2000-2012 medium + 1-9 1980-2012 medium  
Slovakia 1,500-2,500 <1 2000-2012 poor 0 0 2000-2012 poor 0 0 1980-2012 poor  
Slovenia 5-10 <1 2008-2012 poor ?    ?     
Turkey 150,000-400,000 58 2013 poor 0 0 2000-2012 good - 0-19 1990-2013 poor  
Ukraine 25,000-45,000 8 2000 medium F 5-15 2001-2012 medium F 20-25 1980-2012 medium  
EU27 60,500-125,000 20   Unknown         
Europe 281,000-653,000 100   Stable         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report


THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™ BirdLife International (2015) European Red List of Birds

Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding short-term trend: Bino pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Armenia
Breeding population size: ASPB data

Austria
Breeding population size: BirdLife Austria, extrapolation on the basis of available unpublished and published population and density data
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife Austria, estimate on the basis of available unpublished and published trend data

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004

Belarus
Breeding population size: Pinchuk P.V. - personal communication
Breeding short-term trend: Pinchuk P.V. - personal communication BirdLife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. 
Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International. (BirdLife Conservation Series, No 12).
Breeding long-term trend: Pinchuk P.V. - personal communication Nikiforov M.E., Kozulin A.V., eds. Belarussian birds at the beginning of XXI century: status, numbers, 
distribution. - 1997. - Minsk. - 187 p.

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Breeding population size: Kotrošan, D., Drocić, N., Trbojević, S., Šimić, E., Dervović, I., 2012: Program IBA, Međunarosdno značajna područja za ptice, u Bosni i 
Hercegovini. Ornitološko društvo “Naše ptice”, interno izdanje za projekat “Evaluacija IBA područja u FBiH”, Sarajevo., Gašić, B., 2010: First breeding record of the Syrian 
Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus in Bosnia i Herzegovina with a reference to its present status.Acrocephalus, 31(144):47-53.
Breeding short-term trend: unpublish data
Breeding long-term trend: unpublish data

Bulgaria
Breeding population size: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007. Atlas of breeding birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10. Sofia, 
BSPB. Common birds monitoring scheme in Bulgaria BSPB Bird Database SPA mapping of breeding birds 2012
Breeding short-term trend: Common birds monitoring scheme http://bspb.org/monitoring/bg/product-view/4/37.html (Population trend estimate covers the period 2005-2012) 
Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007. Atlas of breeding birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10. Sofia, BSPB. BSPB Bird Database SPA 
mapping of breeding birds 2012
Breeding long-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007. Atlas of breeding birds in Bulgaria. Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10. Sofia, 
BSPB. BSPB Bird Database

Croatia
Breeding population size: Zavod za ornitologiju (Sanja Barišić, Davor Ćiković, Jelena Kralj, Goran Sušić,Vesna Tutiš), Dragan Radović, Ivan Budinski, Robert Crnković, 
Antun Delić, Dubravko Dender, Vlatka Dumbović, Ivan Darko Grlica, Bariša Ilić, Luka Jurinović, Davor Krnjeta, Krešimir Leskovar, Duje Lisičić, Ivica Lolić, Gordan Lukač. 
Kristijan Mandić, Krešimir Mikulić, Tibor Mikuska, Gvido Piasevoli, Andrej Radalj, Zlatko Ružanović, Vlatka Šćetarić, Mirko Šetina, Adrian Tomik (2013): Procjene brojnosti za 
SPA područja. Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb; Zavod za ornitologiju HAZU (2011): Istraživanje brojnosti i rasprostranjenosti zlatovrane (Coracias garrulus) na 
području Ravnih kotara – 1.godina. Izvješće za Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb; Zavod za ornitologiju HAZU (2012): Istraživanje brojnosti i rasprostranjenosti 
zlatovrane (Coracias garrulus) na području Ravnih kotara – 2.godina. Izvješće za Državni zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb
Breeding short-term trend: BiE III Work group, Croatia
Breeding long-term trend: BiE III Work group, Croatia

Czech Republic
Breeding population size: STASTNY K., BEJCEK V. & HUDEC K. 2006: Atlas hnizdniho rozsireni ptaku v Ceske republice. Aventinum Praha.
Breeding short-term trend: HORA J., HORAL D. & KUCERA Z. inpress: Monitoring druhu prilohy I směrnice o ptacich a ptacich oblasti v letech 2008-2010. AOPK CR
Breeding long-term trend: STASTNY K., BEJCEK V. & HUDEC K. 2006: Atlas hnizdniho rozsireni ptaku v Ceske republice. Aventinum Praha.

Georgia
Breeding population size: Anonynomous. 1982.    [The Red Data Book of the Georgian SSR]. Tbilisi. “Sabchota Saqarthvelo” Publishing House: 
255 pp. (in Georgian).

Greece
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004. Birds in Europe - Population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK, BirdLife International (BirdLife 
Conservation Series No 12).
Breeding short-term trend: Hellenic Common Birds Monitoring Scheme database, Hellenic Ornithological Society
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Hungary
Breeding population size: National common bird monitoring scheme (MMM) database. Szép, T., Nagy, K., Nagy, Zs. & Halmos, G. (2012): Population trends of common 
breeding and wintering birds in Hungary, decline of long-distance migrant and farmland birds during 1999-2012. Ornis Hungarica 2012. 20(2): 13-63.
Breeding short-term trend: Consultation with national experts.

Kosovo
Breeding population size: NGO "Finch" (2014)

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Breeding population size: Velevski, M., B. Hallmann, B. Grubač, T. Lisičanec, E. Stoynov, E. Lisičanec, V. Avukatov, L. Božiič, and B. Stumberger. 2010. Important Bird 
Areas in Macedonia: Sites of Global and European Importance. Acrocephalus 31:181–282.

Moldova
Breeding population size: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding short-term trend: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p.
Breeding long-term trend: The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Republic of Moldova. 2010. 100p. 1.Аверин Ю. В., Ганя И.М., Успенский Г. Птицы Молдавии, том 2, 
Кишинев,1971, 2p 2.Burfield I., Bommel van F., Birds in Europe. Population estimates, trends and conservation status. BirdLife International. Oxford, 2004. 374p.

Montenegro
Breeding population size: Puzovic, S., Simic, D., Saveljić, D., Gergelj, J., Tucakov,M.,Stojnic,N., Hulo, I., Ham, I., Vizi,O., Sciban,M., Ruzic,M., Vucanovic,M., Jovanovic, T. 
(2004): Birds of Serbia and Montenegro – Size of nesting populations. I trends: 1990-2002. Ciconia 12,

Poland
Breeding population size: Michalczuk J., Michalczuk M. 2006. Reaction to playback and density estimation of the Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus in agricultural 
areas of south-eastern Poland. Acta orn. 41: 33–39; Michalczuk J. Michalczuk M., Cymbała R. 2011. Przydatność różnych metod do monitoringu liczebności dzięcioła 
białoszyjego Dendrocopos syriacus. Ornis Polonica 52: 280–287.
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife International 2004. Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International. BirdLife 
International Series No. 12.
Breeding long-term trend: Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. 1994. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International

Romania
Breeding population size: Romanian Common Bird Monitoring Database

Russia
Breeding population size: Belik V.P. 2005. Cadastre of breeding avifauna of South Russia. Strepet 3, no. 1-2: 5-37 (in Russian). Butjev V.T., Fridman V.S. 2005. Syrian 
Woodpecker. In: Priklonsky S.G., Ivanchev V.P., Zubakin V.A. (eds.). Birds of Russia and adjacent regions. Strigiformes, Caprimulgiformes, Apodiformes, Coraciiformes, 
Upupiformes, Piciformes. Moscow, KMK: 360-371 (in Russian). Numerov A.D. 1996. Class Birds Aves. – Natural resources of Voronezh Region. Vertebrate Animals. 
Cadaster. Voronezh, Biomik: 48-159 (in Russian). Sarychev V.S. (ed.) 2009. Vertebrates of Lipetsk Region. Voronezh: 494 p. (in Russian). Sarychev V.S., unpublished. 
vssar@yandex.ru
Breeding short-term trend: Sarychev V.S., unpublished. vssar@yandex.ru Ivanchev V.P., Nazarov I.P. 2003. About some avifaunistic findings in 2002 in Oksky State 
Reserve. – Proc. of Oksky State Biosphere Reserve, 22. Ryazan: 675-678 (in Russian). Arkhipov V.Yu., Hedberg T. 2004. Record of Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos 
syriacus in Polenovo (Tula Region). - Russian Ornithological Magazine, express-issue, 13 (268): 701-702 (in Russian). Kovalyov K. 2007. First record of Syrian Woodpecker 
in Moscow. – In: Koerkamp H.G., Kalyakin M., Voltsit O. (eds.). Moskovka. News of the program Birds of Moscow and Moscow Region, No. 6: 5 (in Russian).
Breeding long-term trend: Belik V.P. et al. 2003. Recent population trends of breeding birds in the Southern Russia. - Strepet 1: 10-30 (in Russian). Sarychev V.S., 
unpublished. vssar@yandex.ru

Serbia
Breeding population size: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding short-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data
Breeding long-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data

Slovakia
Breeding population size: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002. Krištín, A.
Breeding short-term trend: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002.
Breeding long-term trend: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002.

Slovenia
Breeding population size: http://www.ptice.si/atlas/index.php?r=site/page&view=about BirdLife International (2004): Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and 
conservation status. BirdLife Conservation Series No. 12. BirdLife International, Cambridge, UK. Geister, I. (1995): Ornitološki atlas Slovenije. DZS, Ljubljana. Bačani, S. 
(1998): Potrjena gnezditev sirijskega detla Dendrocopos syriacus v Sloveniji. Acrocephalus 19 (89): 95
Breeding short-term trend: http://www.ptice.si/atlas/index.php?r=site/page&view=about BirdLife International (2004): Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and 
conservation status. BirdLife Conservation Series No. 12. BirdLife International, Cambridge, UK. Geister, I. (1995): Ornitološki atlas Slovenije. DZS, Ljubljana. Bačani, S. 
(1998): Potrjena gnezditev sirijskega detla Dendrocopos syriacus v Sloveniji. Acrocephalus 19 (89): 95
Breeding long-term trend: http://www.ptice.si/atlas/index.php?r=site/page&view=about BirdLife International (2004): Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and 
conservation status. BirdLife Conservation Series No. 12. BirdLife International, Cambridge, UK. Geister, I. (1995): Ornitološki atlas Slovenije. DZS, Ljubljana. Bačani, S. 
(1998): Potrjena gnezditev sirijskega detla Dendrocopos syriacus v Sloveniji. Acrocephalus 19 (89): 95
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Turkey
Breeding population size: Cemil Gezgin personal communication.Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, 
Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife Conservation series no: 12) www.kusbank.org
Breeding short-term trend: Doğa Derneği, Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) Key Biodiversity Areas of Turkey (Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa 
Alanları) Doğa Derneği, Ankara, KILIÇ, T., EKEN, G. 2004, Türkiye'nin Önemli Kuş Alanları Güncellemesi, Doğa Derneği. Ankara.
Breeding long-term trend: Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation series no: 12)

Ukraine
Breeding population size: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724.
Breeding short-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Birds in Europe: Population 
Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 374 р. 4. Горбань І. Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського 
університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158. 5. Бокотей А.А., Дзюбенко Н.В., Горбань І.М. та інші. Гніздова орнітофауна басейну Верхнього Дністра. 
– Львів: ЛНУ, 2010. – 400 с.
Breeding long-term trend: 1. Tucker G.M., Heath M.F. Birds in Europe: their conservation status. - Cambridge. U.K. Bird Life Conservation Series №. 3. 1994. 600 p. 2. 
Hagemaijer W.J.M., Blair M.J. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. Poyser. - London. 1997. 903 p. 3. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. 
Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 4. Горбань І. Оцінка 
чисельності гніздових птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Випуск 34. 2003. с. 147 – 158.



THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™ BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL (2015) EUROPEAN RED LIST OF BIRDS

Bibliography

Winkler, H., Christie, D.A. and de Juana, E. 2014. Syrian Woodpecker (Dendrocopos syriacus). In: del
Hoyo, J., Elliott, A., Sargatal, J., Christie, D.A. and de Juana, E. (eds.). 2014. Handbook of the Birds of
the World Alive. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. (retrieved from http://www.hbw.com/node/56226 on 2
March 2015).


