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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Finland 0-5 <1 2001-2012 medium 0 0 2001-2012 medium - 0-90 1981-2012 medium  
Norway 20-25 11 2013 good + 11-39 2001-2013 good - 22-41 1980-2013 good  
Russia 100-250 79 2000-2010 good - 5-20 2000-2010 medium - 20-50 1980-2012 good  
Sweden 15-25 10 2008-2012 good 0 0 2001-2012 good + 50-150 1980-2012 good restocked population with captive bred birds
EU27 15-30 10   Stable         
Europe 140-310 100   Decreasing         
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Table 2. Reported national wintering population sizes and trends in Europe1. Note that some countries within the species' wintering range did not report any data, and 
that only minimum totals are presented, to avoid double-counting of birds moving between countries.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend4 Long-term population trend4 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (individuals)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality Direction5 Magnitude (%)6 Year(s) Quality

Armenia Present <1 2003-2013  ?    ?    
Azerbaijan 2,000-6,000 90 2014 medium -  2000-2014  - 50-75 1980-2014 medium
Bulgaria 1-20 <1 2000-2012 medium F 10-20 2000-2012 medium F 10-20 1980-2012 medium
Georgia Present <1 2012  ?    ?    
Germany 10-20 <1 2000-2005 medium 0 0 1997-2009 medium 0 0 1980-2005 medium
Greece 35-75 1 2007-2013 good 0 0 2000-2013 good 0 0 1980-2013 good
Moldova 30-90 1 2001-2012 medium F 0 2001-2012 good F 0 1980-2012  
Netherlands 23-114 1 2006-2010 good F 0 2000-2011 good + 1199-13383 1981-2011 good
Romania 20-30 1 2007-2012 poor - 20-60 2001-2012 poor ?    
Serbia 0-10 <1 2008-2012 medium ?    -  1980-2012  
Slovakia 0-15 <1 2002 poor 0 0 2000-2012 poor 0 0 1980-2012 poor
Turkey 1-140 <1 2002-2012 poor ?    ?    
Ukraine 30-1,080 5 2000 medium F 30-70 2001-2012 medium F 20-80 1980-2012 medium
EU27 90-270 4   Decreasing        
Europe 2,200-7,600 100   Decreasing        
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
5 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
6 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude

å Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Figure 3. Reported wintering population sizes and short-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.

Figure 4. Reported wintering population sizes and long-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.
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Sources

Armenia

Azerbaijan
Winter population size: AOS data base
Winter short-term trend: AOS data base
Winter long-term trend: AOS data base

Bulgaria
Winter population size: AEWA Lesser White-fronted Goose International Working Group - National Report 2011-2012/Bulgaria BSPB Bird Database Simeonov, P & 
S.Dereliev. 2001. Lesser White-fronted Goose (Ansere erythropus) In; Red Data Book of Bulgaria (V. Golemanski Ed.). Http://eecodb.bas.bg/rdb/bg/vol2/Anerythr.html LWFG 
web portal (http://www.piskulka.net/Recent%20observations.php) Kostadinova, I & M. Gramatikov. 2007. Important Bird Areas in Bulgaria and Natura 2000. BSPB. 
Conservation Series Book 11. Sofia, 640pp. Georgiev, D., Stoikov, S., Marinov, M. & Stoyanova, S. 1994. Lesser White-fronted Goose (Anser erythropus). Neophron 1/94:11. 
Zuomer, P. 1987. Anser erythropus in the Bulgarian part of Dobrudzha. Orn. Inf. Bulletin, 21-22:37-39. Norwegian ornithological society Report No 5/1997/Bulgaria
Winter short-term trend: BSPB Bird Database Norvegian ornithological society Report No 5/1997/Bulgaria
Winter long-term trend: AEWA Lesser White-fronted Goose International Working Group - National Report 2011-2012/Bulgaria BSPB Ornithological Database / 
www.bspb.org Simeonov, P & S.Dereliev. 2001. Lesser White-fronted Goose (Ansere erythropus) In; Red Data Book of Bulgaria (V. Golemanski Ed.). Http://eecodb.bas.bg/
rdb/bg/vol2/Anerythr.html LWFG web portal (http://www.piskulka.net/Recent%20observations.php) Kostadinova, I & M. Gramatikov. 2007. Important Bird Areas in Bulgaria 
and Natura 2000. BSPB. Conservation Series Book 11. Sofia, 640pp. Georgiev, D., Stoikov, S., Marinov, M. & Stoyanova, S. 1994. Lesser White-fronted Goose (Anser 
erythropus). Neophron 1/94:11. Zuomer, P. 1987. Anser erythropus in the Bulgarian part of Dobrudzha. Orn. Inf. Bulletin, 21-22:37-39. Norwegian ornithological society 
Report No 5/1997/Bulgaria

Finland
Breeding population size: Metsähallitus, monitoring data
Breeding short-term trend: Metsähallitus, monitoring data
Breeding long-term trend: Metsähallitus and WWF, monitoring data Valkama, Jari, Vepsäläinen, Ville & Lehikoinen, Aleksi 2011: Suomen III Lintuatlas. – 
Luonnontieteellinen keskusmuseo ja ympäristöministeriö.  (viitattu [15.11.2013]) ISBN 978-952-10-6918-5.

Georgia
Winter population size: BirdLife International 2004

Germany: restocked population with captive bred birds
Winter population size: Wahl, J., J. Bellebaum, J. Blew, S. Garthe, K. Günther & T. Heinicke (in Vorb.): Rastende Wasservögel in Deutschland 2000-2005: 
Bestandsschätzungen und Schwellenwerte für Rastgebiete nationaler Bedeutung. Vogelwelt.
Winter short-term trend: Dachverband Deutscher Avifaunisten e.V.
Winter long-term trend: Hüppop, O., H.-G. Bauer, H. Haupt, T. Ryslavy, P. Südbeck & J. Wahl (2013): Rote Liste wandernder Vogelarten Deutschlands, Fassung Januar 
2013. Ber. Vogelschutz Vol. 49/50.

Greece
Winter population size: Panagiotopoulou, M., 2013. Status report on the Lesser White-fronted Goose in Greece. LIFE 10 NAT/GR/000638, Hellenic Ornithological Society, 
unpublished report.
Winter short-term trend: Panagiotopoulou, M., 2013. Status report on the Lesser White-fronted Goose in Greece. LIFE 10 NAT/GR/000638, Hellenic Ornithological Society, 
unpublished report.
Winter long-term trend: Panagiotopoulou, M., 2013. Status report on the Lesser White-fronted Goose in Greece. LIFE 10 NAT/GR/000638, Hellenic Ornithological Society, 
unpublished report.

Moldova
Winter population size: Мунтяну Андрей, Зубков Николай, Журминский Сергей,2008, Migration of the water-wading of birds from the republic of Moldova, nr. 1(304), p.
15-36
Winter short-term trend: Muntenu A., Zubcov N., Jurminski S., Migration of the water-wading of birds from the republic of Moldova, Journal of Academy of Sciences of 
Moldova. Life Sciences. 2008. nr. 1(304), p.15-36

Netherlands: restocked population with captive bred birds
Winter population size: Hornman et al 2012
Winter short-term trend: NEM (Sovon, RWS, CBS), Hornman et al 2013
Winter long-term trend: NEM (Sovon, RWS, CBS), Hornman et al 2013

Norway
Breeding population size: Ingar J. Øien, BirdLife Norway pers.comm.
Breeding short-term trend: Annual monitoring of spring-staging Lesser White-fronted Geese at the Valdak Marshes, Finnmark.
Breeding long-term trend: Norderhaug, M. & Norderhaug, A. 1982. Anser erythropus i Fennoscandia. Aquila 89: 93-101.
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Romania
Winter population size: International Waterbird Census-SOR/BirdLife Romania Database. Expert contact: emil.todorov@sor.ro Papp, T and Fântânâ, C. (eds) (2008) Ariile 
de Importanţă Avifaunistică din România [Important Bird Areas in Romania]. Tîrgu-Mureş: Societatea Ornitologică Română, Bucureşti & Asociatia pentru Protecţia Pasarilor si 
a Naturii 'Grupul Milvus'. [In Romanian with English summary] BirdLife International (2013) Species factsheet: Anser erythropus. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 
13/12/2013. Recommended citation for factsheets for more than one species: BirdLife International (2013) IUCN Red List for birds. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 
13/12/2013.
Winter short-term trend: International Waterbird Census-SOR/BirdLife Romania Database. Expert contact: emil.todorov@sor.ro

Russia
Breeding population size: Morozov V.V., Syroechkovskiy E.E. 2008. Lesser White-fronted Goose on the boundary of millennia. – Casarka. Bulletin of the Goose, Swan and 
Duck Study Group of North Eurasia, 8: 233-276. Morozov V.V. 2006. Lesser White-fronted Goose. - Red Data Book of Nenetsky Autonomous District. Narian-Mar: 302-304 (in 
Russian). Morozov V.V. 2012. Monitoring of local populations of rare bird species in the east of Bolshezemelskaya Tundra and Polar Ural. – Buturlinsky Sbornik. Proceedings 
of IV International Buturlin’s Readings. Ulynovsk: 188–200 (in Russian).
Breeding short-term trend: Morozov V.V. 2006. Lesser White-fronted Goose. - Red Data Book of Nenetsky Autonomous District. Narian-Mar: 302-304 (in Russian). Morozov 
V.V. 2012. Monitoring of local populations of rare bird species in the east of Bolshezemelskaya Tundra and Polar Ural. – Buturlinsky Sbornik. Proceedings of IV International 
Buturlin’s Readings. Ulynovsk: 188–200 (in Russian).
Breeding long-term trend: Vinogradov V.G., Morozov V.V. 2001. Lesser White-fronted Goose. - Pavlov D.S., Flint V.E. (eds.). Red Data Book of Russian Federation. 
Moscow: 399-401 (in Russian). Morozov V.V., Syroechkovskiy E.E. 2008. Lesser White-fronted Goose on the boundary of millennia. – Casarka. Bulletin of the Goose, Swan 
and Duck Study Group of North Eurasia, 8: 233-276. Morozov V.V. 2006. Lesser White-fronted Goose. - Red Data Book of Nenetsky Autonomous District. Narian-Mar: 
302-304 (in Russian). Morozov V.V. 2012. Monitoring of local populations of rare bird species in the east of Bolshezemelskaya Tundra and Polar Ural. – Buturlinsky Sbornik. 
Proceedings of IV International Buturlin’s Readings. Ulynovsk: 188–200 (in Russian).

Serbia
Winter population size: Šćiban M, Đapić D, Sekereš O, Đorđević I, Ružić M, Stanković D, Radišić D, Gergelj J, Janković M, Radaković M, Rudić B, Agošton A, Dajović M. & 
Simić D. (2011): Rezultati Međunarodnog cenzusa ptica vodenih staništa u Srbiji 2012. godine. Ciconia 20: 120–1
Winter short-term trend: Šćiban M, Đapić D, Sekereš O, Đorđević I, Ružić M, Stanković D, Radišić D, Gergelj J, Janković M, Radaković M, Rudić B, Agošton A, Dajović M. 
& Simić D. (2011): Rezultati Međunarodnog cenzusa ptica vodenih staništa u Srbiji 2012. godine. Ciconia 20: 120–1
Winter long-term trend: BPSSS (2014) Unpublished data

Slovakia
Winter population size: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002.
Winter short-term trend: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002.
Winter long-term trend: Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002.

Sweden: restocked population with captive bred birds
Breeding population size: Ottosson, U., Ottvall, R., Elmberg, J., Green, M., Gustafsson, R., Haas, F., Holmqvist, N., Lindström, Å., Nilsson, L., Svensson, M., Svensson, S. 
& Tjernberg, M. 2012. Fåglarna i Sverige - antal och förekomst. Sveriges Ornitologiska Förening, Halmstad.
Breeding short-term trend: Swedish Bird Survey (Svensk Fågeltaxering), Lund University.
Breeding long-term trend: Swedish Bird Survey (Svensk Fågeltaxering), Lund University.

Turkey
Winter population size: Kurt, B., Ozbağdatlı, N., Bozkurt, A.K., Arslangundoğdu, Z. ve Gursoy, A. 2002. Turkiye Sulakalanları Kıs Ortası Sukusu Sayımı, Doğal Hayatı 
Koruma Derneği, İstanbul, Turkiye. Çağlayan, E., Kılıç, D.T., Per, E. ve Gem, E. 2005. Turkiye Kıs Ortası Sukusu Sayımları 2005. Doğa Derneği, Ankara, Turkey Suseven, B., 
Onmus, O. ve İsfendiyaroğlu, S. 2006. Kıs Ortası Sukusu Sayımı (KOSK) Raporu, Doğa Derneği, Ankara Onmus, O. 2007. Turkiye Kıs Ortası Sukusu Sayımları 2007, Doğa 
Derneği, Ankara Akarsu, F. ve Balkız, Ö. 2010. Türkiye Kış Ortası Sukuşu Sayımları 2008-2009-2010, Doğa Derneği, Ankara Erciyas Yavuz, K., Kartal E.2011.Türkiye Kış 
Ortası Sukuşu Sayımları,2011, Ornitoloji Araştırma Merkezi, Samsun Erciyas Yavuz, K., Isfendiyaroglu S. 2013. 2012 Türkiye Kış Ortası Sukuşu Sayımları, Doğa Derneği, 
Ankara Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife Conservation series 
no: 12) www.kusbank.org

Ukraine
Winter population size: 1. Русев И.Т., Гержик И.П., Васильков И.А., Павлов А.В., Потапов О.В., Корзюков А.И. Результаты учетов зимующих птиц в Северо-
Западном Причерноморье (11-26 января 1995 года) // Казарка. – Бюллетень рабочей группы по гусям Восточной Европы и Северной Азии. – Москва. – 1996. - С.
285 - 291 2. Андрющенко Ю.А., Горлов П.И., Кинда В.В., Касьянов В.И. Результаты учетов зимующих птиц Северо-Западного Приазовья в январе 1997 года // 
Экосистемы дикой природы: охрана, природопользование, моніторинг.- Фонд “Природное наследие”: Одесса, 1997.- С.1-3. 3. Русев И.Т., Жмуд М.Е., Корзюков А.И., 
Гержик И.П., Сацык С.Ф., Потапов О.В. Результаты рождественского учета зимующих птиц в Северо-Западном Причерноморье в 1997 г. // Сб. “Экосистемы дикой 
природы”, 1997, - вып.6, - С.19-50. 4. Русев И.Т., Корзюков А.И., Сацык С.Ф. Мониторинг зимующих птиц в Северо-Западном Причерноморье в 1999 г. Сб.Зимние 
учеты птиц на Азово-Черноморском побережье Украины, Алушта-Киев, 1999, выпуск 2, С.46-60. 5. Madsen , J., Cracknell, G. & Fox A.D. (eds). 1999. Goose 
populations of the Western Palearctic. A review of status and distribution/ Wetland International.Publ. No48., Wetland International , Wageningen, The Netherlands, National 
Environmental Research Institute, Ronde, Denmark. 344 p. 6. Heath M.F., Evans M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. 
BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. European birds populations; Estimates and trends Compiled by M. Heath, C. Borggreve, N. 7. Peet, W. 
Hagemeijer/ BirdLife International/EBCC. 2000. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife Conservation Series N10, 160 p. 8. Directory of Azov – Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. 
Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, Wetland International, 235 p. 9. Birds in Europe: Population Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 
374 р. 10. Горбань І. Розміри популяцій зимуючих птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Вип. 35. 2004. С.23-39. 11. T.Jones, K.Martin, 
B.Barov, S.Nagy (при участии И.Русева). International Single Species Action Plan for the Conservation of the Lesser-White fronted Goose (Anser erytropus) . AEWA 
Technical Series N36, October, 2008. – 67 p. 12. Expert evaluation: Gorban I., Rusev I., Petrovich Z.
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Ukraine
Winter short-term trend: 1. Русев И.Т., Корзюков А.И., Форманюк О.А., Панченко П.С. Зимовки водоплавающих и водно-болотных птиц в Северо-Западном 
Причерноморье в 2000-2001 гг. // Мониторинг зимующих птиц в Азово-Черноморском регионе Украины. – Одесса-Киев. – 2002. – С.54-74. 2. Русев И.Т., Корзюков 
А.И., Форманюк О.А., Панченко П.С., Гержик И.П. Результаты мониторинга зимующих птиц в прибрежной зоне Одесской области в период 2002-2003 гг.// 
Материалы научно-практической конференции Азово-Черноморского орнитологического союза. – Николаев. – 2003. – С.78-81. 3. Андрющенко Ю.А., Попенко В.М., 
Черничко И.И., Арсиевич Н.Г., Олейник Д.С. Результаты среднезимних учетов птиц на Сиваше в 2001 году // Бранта: Сборник трудов Азово-Черноморской 
орнитологической станции.- Вып.6.- Мелитополь: Бранта, 2003.- С.173-178. 4. Directory of Azov – Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, 
Wetland International, 235 p. 5. Русев И.Т., Корзюков А.И., Гержик И.П. Влияние аномальной зимы 2002-2003 гг на видовой состав и численность зимующих птиц в 
прибрежной зоне Одесской области // Вісник Одеського університету. – 2004. – Том 9.-Віп.1- Біологія. - С.193-202. 6. Directory of Ukraine’s Wetlands / Ed. By G. 
Marushevsky& I. Zaruk. – Kyiv, 2006, Wetland International Black Sea Programme. - 312 с. 7. T.Jones, K.Martin, B.Barov, S.Nagy (при участии И.Русева). International 
Single Species Action Plan for the Conservation of the Lesser-White fronted Goose (Anser erytropus) . AEWA Technical Series N36, October, 2008. – 67 p. 8. Expert 
evaluation: Gorban I., Rusev I.
Winter long-term trend: 1. Madsen , J., Cracknell, G. & Fox A.D. (eds). 1999. Goose populations of the Western Palearctic. A review of status and distribution/ Wetland 
International.Publ. No48., Wetland International , Wageningen, The Netherlands, National Environmental Research Institute, Ronde, Denmark. 344 p. 2. Heath M.F., Evans 
M.I. Important birds areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. // Southern Europe. BirdLife International. - Cambridge. Vol.2., 2000. P. 691-724. 3. Directory of Azov – 
Black Sea Coastal Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky – Kyiv, 2003, Wetland International, 235 p. 4. Birds in Europe: Population Estimates, Trends and Conservation Status. 
BirdLife Conservation Series 12; 2004. 374 р. 5. Горбань І. Розміри популяцій зимуючих птахів України. Вісник Львівського університету. Серія біологічна. Вип. 35. 
2004. С.23-39. 6. Directory of Ukraine’s Wetlands / Ed. By G. Marushevsky& I. Zaruk. – Kyiv, 2006, Wetland International Black Sea Programme. - 312 с. 7. T.Jones, 
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