Buteo buteo -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- ACCIPITRIFORMES -- ACCIPITRIDAE
Common names: Eurasian Buzzard; Common Buzzard
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as
Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary;
Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav
Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian
Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine;
United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Iceland
Population
The European population is estimated at 814,000-1,390,000 pairs, which equates to 1,630,000-2,770,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 528,000-768,000 pairs, which equates to
1,060,000-1,540,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be
decreasing by less than 25% in 30.3 years (three generations). For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
Populations in Scandinavia and most of the former Soviet Union are migratory, wintering in Africa and
southern Asia. Those elsewhere are resident (Orta et al. 2015). Migrants move south between August and

November and make the return journey between February and May. Birds tend to occur singly or in pairs,
sometimes forming small family groups at roosts. However, they can migrate in groups, and as birds avoid
sea crossings (and even freshwater bodies) as far as possible, they form huge concentrations at peninsulas and
narrow straits (Brown et al. 1982, Snow and Perrins 1998, Ferguson-Lees and Christie 2001). Migration is
strictly diurnal, and also often follows mountain ranges and ridges (Brown et al. 1982). It inhabits a wide
variety of habitats but requires at least some tree cover for nesting and roosting; ideal habitat appears to be
forest edge, or mosaics of forest and open areas. It is versatile depending on the prey animals available, with
small mammals usually predominating, but in some areas invertebrates making up the majority. The nest is
built on a fork or branch of a large tree, usually near to forest edge. It is a bulky platform of sticks and twigs,
lined with greenery near trunk 3–25 m above ground, or on cliff ledge. Clutches are normally two to four eggs
(Orta et al. 2015).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
Shrubland - Temperate
Shrubland - Temperate
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Altitude
0-2500 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
passage

Threats
In the U.K., it suffered a significant reduction in available prey in the 1950s when a myxomatosis epidemic
killed off c.99% of the rabbit population. The most important historical threat though has been from
persecution, including through poisoned bait traps, with pesticides and habitat loss also causing some declines
(Orta et al. 2015). It is highly vulnerable to the impacts of potential wind energy developments (Strix 2012).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Biological resource
use

Threat (level 2)
Hunting & trapping
terrestrial animals
(persecution/
control)

Timing
Ongoing

Energy production
& mining

Renewable energy

Species mortality
Timing
Ongoing

Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases

Myxomatosis

Species mortality; Species disturbance
Timing
Scope
Past, Likely to
Minority (<50%)
Return

Herbicides and
pesticides

Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Scope
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)

Pollution

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Whole (>90%)
Negligible declines
Stresses

Impact
Medium Impact

Scope
Minority (<50%)

Severity
Negligible declines
Stresses

Impact
Low Impact

Severity
Rapid Declines

Impact
Past Impact

Stresses
Severity
Negligible declines
Stresses

Impact
Low Impact

Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CITES Appendix II. CMS Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Although this species is not threatened, populations should be monitored for declines. Suitable habitat should
be protected and trees preserved for breeding (Orta et al. 2015). Artificial perches or planted bushes in
meadows can increase habitat quality.
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