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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable
under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does not approach
the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Introduced:
Albania; Andorra; Austria; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic;
Denmark; Finland; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein;
Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands;
Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden;
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Native:
Armenia; Azerbaijan; Georgia
Population
The European population is estimated at 4,140,000-5,370,000 pairs, which equates to 8,290,000-10,700,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 3,940,000-5,040,000 pairs, which equates to
7,870,000-10,100,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
In its natural range, this species shows a considerable variation in its habitat. If it found chiefly in the
overgrown edges of rivers, hilly areas close to cultivation and flat land which is under cultivation. In
Azerbaijan, egg-laying occurs in April and May. The nest is a shallow depression in the ground, which is
lined with plant material from the vicinity of the nest, or unlined. Clutches are nine to fourteen eggs. In its
natural range, the species feeds on plant matter such as fruits, seeds, leaves, buds and a small amount of

animal matter, for example insects. Where it is introduced it is an opportunistic omnivore, feeding on a
diverse range of food, preferring large, energy rich items such as cultivated grains, mast and fruits. Mass
migrations may occur in its native range but in its introduced range it is sedentary (McGowan et al. 2013).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Forest - Temperate
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident

Threats
In its introduced range it is very common and wild populations are often augmented by large numbers of
captive bred birds for shooting. However in Azerbaijan race talischensis has been brought to the brink of
extinction due to habitat loss and uncontrolled hunting (McGowan et al. 2013) and there is no reliable
information on its current status (Braasch et al. 2011).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Biological resource
use

Threat (level 2)
Hunting & trapping
terrestrial animals
(persecution/
control)

Timing
Ongoing

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Rapid Declines
Stresses

Impact
Medium Impact

Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
EU Birds Directive Annex II and III. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Research and monitoring is needed to determine the status of race talischensis and inform future conservation
measures.
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