Buteo rufinus -- (Cretzschmar, 1827)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- ACCIPITRIFORMES -- ACCIPITRIDAE
Common names: Long-legged Buzzard;
European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status
LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)
Assessment Information
Year published:
Date assessed:
Assessor(s):
Reviewer(s):
Compiler(s):

2015
2015-03-31
BirdLife International
Symes, A.
Ashpole, J., Burfield, I., Ieronymidou, C., Pople, R., Wheatley, H. & Wright, L.

Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Poland;
Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Belarus; Belgium; Denmark; Finland; France; Malta; Netherlands; Norway; Portugal; Sweden; Switzerland
Population
The European population is estimated at 11,800-19,200 pairs, which equates to 23,700-38,400 mature
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 1,300-2,000 pairs, which equates to 2,600-4,100
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species inhabits uncultivated and dry scrubby areas near to suitable nest sites on crags, gorges and
mountains up to 1,600 m. Nests are built mainly on cliffs but it does sometimes use trees in rural regions
(Hagemeijer and Blair 1997) and electricity pylons (Tucker and Heath 1994). Both adults build a nest of twigs
and sticks lined with green leaves, wool or other materials. Nests can be re-used and it will also use the old
nests of other birds. Clutch size is normally two to four eggs (Orta 1994). It feeds preferentially on small
mammals such as susliks (Citellus) but its diet is diverse, including lizards, snakes, small birds and large
insects (Tucker and Heath 1994). In Europe, it is uncertain if it is completely or partially migratory in the

north of its range but it is sedentary in the south. Those that do migrate move south to North Africa and
southern Asia, leaving their breeding grounds in August and September and returning in March and April
(Orta 1994). It is generally observed singly, in pairs or in small family groups, but is more gregarious on
migration when larger flocks can form (Ferguson-Lees and Christie 2001).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Forest - Temperate
Grassland - Temperate
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls)
Altitude
0-1600 m
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Threats
It is very highly vulnerable to the impacts of potential wind energy developments (Strix 2012). The species is
also threatened by habitat destruction though agricultural intensification which may also reduce prey species.
Electrocution has also caused fatalities (Mebs and Schmidt 2006).
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Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. CITES Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are
no known conservation measures currently in place for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Environmental impact assessments should be made for new windfarm developments and powerlines should
be made more visible. Ensure the preservation of its steppe habitat and populations of prey species.
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