Oenanthe xanthoprymna -- (Hemprich & Ehrenberg, 1833)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- MUSCICAPIDAE
Common names: Kurdish Wheatear; Kurdistan Wheatear
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
Although this species may have a restricted range, it is not believed to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable
under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
The bird is not recorded from the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Turkey
Population
The European population is estimated at 600-2,000 pairs, which equates to 1,200-4,000 mature individuals.
The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary
PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
During the breeding season this species is found on dry rocky mountain slopes and in valley bottoms where
patches of dwarf shrubs and herbs (e.g., Ferula) are interspersed with bare rocks, scattered boulders or stunted
trees. In eastern Turkey, nests with young have been recorded in mid-June and early August. The nest is
unreported but is presumably similar in type and placement to that of Oenanthe chrysopygia. The diet
includes ants, beetles, termites, caterpillars and many other insect species and occasionally small lizards,
seeds and fruit. The species is migratory, wintering in Africa (Collar and de Juana 2005).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
0-1500 m

Importance
major
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
There are not thought to be any current significant threats to this species.

Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)

Threat (level 2)

Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are thought to be needed for this species
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