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This species breeds in central Asia, extending into Europe only in extremely small numbers in Armenia. The 
population size within the region meets the threshold for classification as Critically Endangered under the 
small population criterion, with an unknown population trend but no evidence of a decline. The species could 
therefore be listed as Critically Endangered but given the large, apparently stable neighbouring population 
there is significant potential for rescue from outside the region and the final category is downlisted by one 
category to Endangered (EN° D).

The species does not occur within the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Azerbaijan
Vagrant:
Turkey

Population
The European population is estimated at 20-30 pairs, which equates to 40-60 mature individuals. The species 
does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
During the breeding season this species inhabits gently angled to steep arid rocky and stony slopes and screes 
with scattered boulders, stony mountain ridges and ravines, and dry fallow fields in remote valleys and 
sometimes on level boulder fields. It is commonly found near small or large perennial streams and favours 
sparse dwarf montane shrubs. It breeds from April to June in the Caucasus (Collar 2005). The nest is a loosely 
constructed, shallow cup of dry grass and coarser plant fibres, lined with finer fibres stripped from plant stems 
and sometimes placed on a thick base of debris. It is set in a hole in rocks, among stones, or in the wall of a 
build and occasionally in the burrow of a Bee-eater (Snow and Perrins 1998). The diet is mainly invertebrates, 
principally ants and beetles but also takes some plant matter (Collar 2005). The species is migratory, 
wintering in eastern Africa and south-west Asia (Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable breeding
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Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) major breeding
Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical High Altitude suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular Rivers/Streams/Creeks suitable breeding
Altitude 1200-860 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The size of the European population renders it susceptible to the risks affecting small populations; however it 
is adjacent to a much larger non-European population.
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Other options Other threat Timing Scope Severity Impact

Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown
Stresses

Other

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are thought to be needed for this species
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