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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Azerbaijan; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Georgia; Greece; 
Hungary; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Romania; Russian 
Federation; Serbia; Slovenia; Turkey; Ukraine

Population
The European population is estimated at 3,260,000-6,560,000 pairs, which equates to 6,510,000-13,100,000 
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 96,800-186,000 pairs, which equates to 
204,000-381,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species prefers trees and tall bushes in variety of habitats: dense gardens, parks, riverine forest, often of 
poplars (Populus), also dense tall bushes or trees at lakesides, orchards and plantations, including young pine 
trees (Pinus). It is also found in maquis of oak (Quercus), roses (Rosa), low pines, brooms (Cytisus) and 
similar. Breeding occurs from May to June and clutches are three to five eggs. The nest is a strong cup of 
plant stems and soft twigs, lined with plant down fur and placed in fork of branch, commonly of tamarisk 
(Svensson 2006). The diet comprises mainly of invertebrates but also some fruit in the late summer. In 
Europe the species is migratory and winters mainly in the dry areas of Africa north of the equator (Snow and 
Perrins 1998).
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Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation major breeding
Shrubland - Temperate suitable breeding
Altitude max. 2400 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Widespread destruction of its habitat threatens this species in some areas. The clearance and burning of 
bushes, groves and hedges, and the drainage of of land for agricultural expansion has intensified. Pesticide 
use may also adversely affect populations. Factors in the wintering quarters including droughts and pesticide 
use may be responsible for the annual fluctuations of populations in Greece (Tucker and Heath 1994).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Climate change & 
severe weather

Droughts Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Causing/Could 

cause fluctuations
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Natural system 
modifications

Abstraction of 
surface water 
(agricultural use)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Pollution Herbicides and 
pesticides

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for 
this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Traditional, low-intensity farming should be maintained and the retention of a high groundwater-table along 
river valleys and around lakes along with the conservation of moist scrub habitats in plains is essential.  A 
programme of census and monitoring studies should be undertaken for this species (Tucker and Heath 1994).
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