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European regional assessment: Vulnerable (VU)
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This shrike is undergoing rapid population declines in Spain, which holds the majority of the European 
population within an extremely large global range. It is therefore classified as Vulnerable (A2abc+3bc+4abc) 
in both Europe and the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; 
Croatia; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; 
Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; 
Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; 
Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Cyprus; Faroe Islands (to DK); Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Malta

Population
The European population is estimated at 438,000-822,000 pairs, which equates to 876,000-1,640,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 426,000-795,000 pairs, which equates to 
852,000-1,590,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by 30-49% in 12 years (three 
generations). For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
The species breeds in subarctic and temperate climates in open country with trees, bushes, fence posts and 
powerlines. Northern populations also use clearings in taiga or in the transition zone from taiga to tundra and 
forest edge. It is sometimes found on marshland and peat bogs. Sparse and low vegetation is an important 
habitat characteristic for this species (Yosef et al. 2008). The beginning of egg-laying varies with latitude 
(Lefranc and Worfolk 1997) but is generally from March to June in Europe. The nest is built by both sexes 
and is a well-made structure with a loose foundation of twigs, grass, rootlets, string, lined with rootlets, 
feathers and hair. It is generally placed high above ground in a fork or on a lateral branch of a tree, often pine 
(Pinus) or poplar (Populus) or sometimes in dense shrub. Clutches in Europe are usually six or seven eggs 
(Yosef et al. 2008). It feeds principally on small vertebrates such as small rodents, particularly voles, but also 
small birds, lizards, amphibians and large insects (Lefranc and Worfolk 1997). European populations migrate 
south to below 60° N but many of those breeding in south-west Europe appear largely sedentary (Yosef et al. 
2008).
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Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Forest - Boreal suitable breeding
Forest - Boreal suitable non-breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable non-breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable non-breeding
Shrubland - Temperate suitable breeding
Shrubland - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Freshwater Springs and Oases suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Freshwater Springs and Oases suitable non-breeding
Altitude max. 2800 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Habitat for this species has been destroyed and degraded by agricultural intensification. The removal of 
hedges and trees has reduced the number of available hunting perches and nest sites and reduced food 
availability. Wide scale use of herbicides and pesticides has also reduced the prey availability. However the 
cessation of agricultural activity can also have negative impacts, such as the removal of sheep-grazing may 
lead to the invasion of scrub, resulting in unsuitable habitat for the species. Destruction of peatbogs with 
scattered pines is thought to explain declines around Moscow. It may also be adversely affected by bad 
weather and harsh winters. It is also threatened by the development of industry and road building and 
disturbance from humans, cars and dogs can increase predation by corvids (Tucker and Heath 1994).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
farming

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Indirect ecosystem effects

Climate change & 
severe weather

Temperature 
extremes

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Likely to 
Return

Majority (50-90%) Unknown Past Impact

Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Work & other 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality; Species disturbance

Natural system 
modifications

Other ecosystem 
modifications

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Pollution Herbicides and 
pesticides

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Commercial & 
industrial areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Transportation & 
service corridors

Roads & railroads Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. The species is protected in most countries and is frequently listed on national 
red lists; in some listed as 'highly endangered' and in more countries as 'vulnerable' or 'endangered' (Yosef et 
al. 2008). A national species action plan has been published in Luxembourg (Biver et al. 2009).

Conservation Actions Proposed
Reducing intensive agricultural management would probably be the most effective conservation measure for 
this species (Yosef et al. 2008). Broad habitat conservation measures are required including, the maintenance 
of low-intensity farming practices, a reduction in the use of agro-chemicals, protection of areas of moorland, 
heathland, fallow lands and peatbogs, prevention of afforestation of fallow lands or low-quality pastures, 
restoration of standard orchards and the limiting of access to certain areas to minimise disturbance at nests 
(Tucker and Heath 1994).
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