Loxia leucoptera -- Gmelin, 1789
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- FRINGILLIDAE
Common names: White-winged Crossbill; Two-barred Crossbill
European Red List Assessment
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be fluctuating, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27, although this species may have a restricted range, it is not believed to approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three
generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the
species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; Latvia; Lithuania; Norway; Russian Federation; Slovakia;
Sweden
Vagrant:
Austria; Belarus; Belgium; Bulgaria; Faroe Islands (to DK); Greenland (to DK); France; Germany; Hungary;
Ireland, Rep. of; Montenegro; Netherlands; Poland; Romania; Serbia; Slovenia; Spain; Switzerland; Ukraine;
United Kingdom
Population
The European population is estimated at 1,500,000-4,260,000 pairs, which equates to 3,000,000-8,510,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 2,200-56,000 pairs, which equates to
4,400-112,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be fluctuating. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be
stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species occupies dense conifer forests and plantations, mainly larch and larch-pine (Larix-Pinus) forests.
It is found predominantly with Siberian pine (Pinus sibirica) in central Siberia and also uses fir (Abies) and
spruce (Picea), and occasionally resorts to deciduous trees in absence of preferred conifers. In eastern Russia
it is mostly found in larches and mainly in Spruce and in north-west Russia and Scandinavia mostly in spruce
(Clement 2010). The breeding season is from February to mid-May in years of a good seed crop of pine and
spruce, but in poor crop years it is delayed to from June to August (Snow and Perrins 1998). The nest is

constructed mostly of conifer twigs, plant stalks, grass stems, lichens, moss, plant fibres and down, animal
hair or fur and feathers. It is set 2–20 m above ground against the trunk of a conifer, typically spruce. On
occasion it is placed at the end of a branch. Clutches are three to four eggs. The diet consists mainly of conifer
seeds, buds, berries and shoots, chiefly of larch and spruce but it also takes a range of invertebrates and larvae
(Clement 2010). The species is resident and dispersive but also eruptive in years of poor seed crops (Snow
and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Forest - Boreal
Forest - Temperate
Altitude

Importance
major
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident

Threats
There are not thought to be any current significant threats to this species.
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)

Threat (level 2)

Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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