Plectrophenax nivalis -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- EMBERIZIDAE
Common names: Snow Bunting;
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Austria; Belarus; Belgium; Bulgaria; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Greenland (to DK);
Estonia; Finland; France; Germany; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania; Netherlands;
Norway; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO); Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Slovakia;
Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Bosnia and Herzegovina; Croatia; Greece; Luxembourg; Malta; Montenegro; Serbia; Canary Is. (to ES);
Turkey
Population
The European population is estimated at 1,230,000-2,310,000 pairs, which equates to 2,470,000-4,630,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 14,000-43,100 pairs, which equates to
28,000-86,200 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species is found in treeless, uncultivated barren rocky terrain, usually near snow. It also uses sea cliffs
and commonly nests near or even in human settlements. Outside the breeding season it occupies open fields,
shingle beaches, saltmarshes, sand dunes, and stubble fields. In Greenland pair formation occurs by late May.
It breeds from mid-May to July in Iceland and begins breeding in late May in Scotland. It is monogamous and
the nest is a thick cup of dry grass and moss, lined with finer grasses, fur and feathers. It is sited in a variety

of places, often in a crevice or crag in some rocks, but will also use artificial sites such as buildings and
nestboxes. Clutches are two to eight eggs. The diet is primarily seeds but in the breeding season it will take
small invertebrates. The species is migratory (Rising 2011).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Grassland - Tundra
Grassland - Tundra
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Sand Dunes
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Sea Cliffs and Rocky Offshore Islands
Marine Intertidal - Salt Marshes (Emergent Grasses)
Marine Intertidal - Shingle and/or Pebble Shoreline and/or Beaches
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Altitude
max. 2300 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
major
major
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
non-breeding
breeding
breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding

Threats
Declines in Europe of birds wintering in coastal areas of the southern North Sea since are attributed to huge
embankment projects and intensified grazing, which have destroyed saltmarshes (the preferred foraging
habitat of the species) (Rising 2011). The species is also likely threatened by future climate change (Virkkala
et al. 2008).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
Timing
grazing, ranching or Past, Likely to
farming
Return

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Future
Whole (>90%)
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Scope
Severity
Past, Likely to
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Return
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Impact
Past Impact

Climate change &
severe weather

Habitat shifting &
alteration

Impact
Unknown

Natural system
modifications

Other ecosystem
modifications

Impact
Past Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. Since 1990 grazing around the southern North Sea has been greatly reduced
and no further embankment projects are planned, which has allowed this species to begin to recover (Rising
2011).
Conservation Actions Proposed
To minimise the impacts of climate change large areas of continuous habitats should be preserved and
protected in a connected reserve network (Virkkala et al. 2008).
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