Calcarius lapponicus -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- EMBERIZIDAE
Common names: Lapland Longspur; Lapland Bunting
European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status
LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)
Assessment Information
Year published:
Date assessed:
Assessor(s):
Reviewer(s):
Compiler(s):

2015
2015-03-31
BirdLife International
Symes, A.
Ashpole, J., Burfield, I., Ieronymidou, C., Pople, R., Wheatley, H. & Wright, L.

Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Near Threatened (NT)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or
fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe
fragmentation). The population size is extremely large, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline
estimated to be >10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). The
population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be decreasing sufficiently rapidly to
approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
In the EU27 the species has undergone moderately rapid declines and is therefore classified as Near
Threatened (A2abc+3bc+4abc).
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Austria; Belarus; Belgium; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Greenland (to DK); Finland; France; Germany;
Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Romania; Russian
Federation; Slovakia; Spain; Sweden; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic; Malta; Montenegro; Svalbard and Jan Mayen
(to NO); Portugal; Serbia; Switzerland; Turkey
Population
The European population is estimated at 5,340,000-12,700,000 pairs, which equates to
10,700,000-25,300,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 138,000-529,000
pairs, which equates to 276,000-1,060,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is Unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing
at a rate approaching 30% in 10 years. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in tundra at the edge of the tree-line, where it is found in sedges (Carex) and grasses (
Poaceae) interspersed with heather and small trees such as Lapland rhododendron (Rhododendron lapponicum
), tamarack (Larix laricina), spruce (Picea) and willow (Salix). In Greenland, it is more often found inland
than on the coast and prefers wet swampy land in a low carpet of heath, with crowberry (Empetrum) and

dwarf birch (Betula glandulosa). On migration and in winter it is found in open areas and farmland (Rising
and Christie 2013). Egg-laying generally occurs between the end of May and mid-July but is timed so that the
young leave the nest during the peak abundance of adult flies (Snow and Perrins 1998). The nest is a cup of
dry grass, leaves and moss, lined with hair and feathers, placed on the ground, usually near a clump of
vegetation or occasionally under a tipped rock, and generally concealed in vegetation. Clutches are normally
four to six eggs. In the breeding season it feeds principally on invertebrates and mainly on seeds in the winter
(Rising and Christie 2013). The species is migratory with European birds wintering mainly in south European
Russia and Ukraine and those from Greenland in North America and north-west Europe (Snow and Perrins
1998).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Grassland - Tundra
Grassland - Tundra
Marine Intertidal - Salt Marshes (Emergent Grasses)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Altitude
max. 1300 m

Importance
suitable
major
major
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding

Threats
As this species feeds in agricultural lands, some mortality may result from the ingestion of pesticides (Rising
and Christie 2013). In addition the species may be threatened by future climate change (Virkkala et al. 2008).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Climate change &
severe weather

Threat (level 2)
Habitat shifting &
alteration

Pollution

Herbicides and
pesticides

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Future
Whole (>90%)
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Species mortality
Timing

Impact
Unknown

Impact
Low Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex II and III. There are currently no known
conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
To reduce the impact of climate change, large areas of continuous habitats should be conserved and protected
in a connected network of protected areas (Virkkala et al. 2008). Research should investigate the potential
impact of pesticide use.
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