Emberiza pusilla -- Pallas, 1776
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- EMBERIZIDAE
Common names: Little Bunting;
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Finland; Italy; Norway; Russian Federation; Sweden
Vagrant:
Austria; Belgium; Bulgaria; Cyprus; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; France; Germany; Greece;
Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Latvia; Malta; Montenegro; Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Serbia;
Slovenia; Spain; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Population
The European population is estimated at 3,010,000-5,540,000 pairs, which equates to 6,030,000-11,100,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 13,100-40,400 pairs, which equates to
26,100-80,900 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in the northern taiga and tundra zone. It prefers moist, shrubby terrain and forests with
dwarf birch and willow (Hagemeijer & Blair 1997, Copete 2011). The breeding season of this northern,
migratory species is relatively late and starts in June. Some pairs are still nesting in August when autumn
migration to the Asian wintering grounds has already started. The nest is built by the female, on the ground
hidden under grassy vegetation. The clutch, usually four to six eggs are incubated by both sexes and hatch
after 11–12 days. The chicks are raised by both parents and are fully fledged after 14–17 days (Copete 2011).

The species feeds both on seeds and a variety of small invertebrate prey. Outside the breeding season it feeds
predominantly on seeds (Copete 2011).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Forest - Boreal
Grassland - Tundra
Shrubland - Boreal
Altitude

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
BirdLife (2015) reports habitat shifting and alteration as a consequence of climate change as a future pressure
for this species.
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Climate change &
severe weather

Threat (level 2)
Habitat shifting &
alteration

Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Future
Whole (>90%)
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Impact
Unknown

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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