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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Vulnerable (VU)
EU27 regional assessment: Vulnerable (VU)
In Europe this species has a small, declining population and is therefore classified as Vulnerable (C1). Within
the EU27 the population is very small but stable, and it also qualifies as Vulnerable (D1).
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Cyprus; Greece; Turkey
Vagrant:
Denmark; Norway
Population
The European population is estimated at 3,200-5,700 pairs, which equates to 6,400-11,400 mature
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 110-210 pairs, which equates to 210-410 mature
individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing by at least 10% in 10.8 years (three generations).
In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary
PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds on dry rocky slopes and uplands with shrubby vegetation and sometimes conifers.
Migrating birds are regularly recorded in lowland agricultural land and semi-deserts (Albayrak et al. 2003).
Not much is known of the breeding habits of this species. Eggs have been reported in western Turkey in late
April and in eastern Turkey in late May, where recently fledged young have been noted as late as mid-August.
The nest is probably built by the female only and is a foundation of grass seed-heads, stalks and thistle leaves,
lined with hair and rootlets, placed on the ground against a rock or concealed by a tuft of vegetation. Clutch
size is four to six eggs (Madge 2011). There is little information on the species's diet but it appears to be
principally small invertebrates in the breeding season and seeds outside the breeding season (Tucker and
Heath 1994, Madge 2011). The species is migratory, with all breeding areas vacated from late August
onwards. The two races differ somewhat in their migration routes and winter ranges, although a certain
amount of intermingling takes place at passage stopovers. E. c. cineracea winters in Sudan, Eritrea and
southern Saudi Arabia while E. c. semenowi is thought to winter in south-west Arabia (Madge 2011).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)

Importance
suitable
suitable

Occurrence
breeding
breeding

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Altitude
max. 2200 m

Importance
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding

Threats
Changes in grazing pressure by sheep and goats could affect the population size. High grazing pressure could
result in the trampling of nests, whereas too little grazing could reduce the area of open feeding sites
(Albayrak et al. 2003). Remaining habitat in western Turkey is being developed rapidly for tourism (Tucker
and Heath 1994). Suitable habitats in south-east Turkey have been flooded by dam construction, resulting
both in direct habitat loss and the relocation of displaced villagers to new, currently unpopulated areas
(Albayrak et al. 2003).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Small-holder
Timing
grazing, ranching or Ongoing
farming

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Impact
Medium Impact

Natural system
modifications

Dams (size
unknown)

Impact
Low Impact

Residential &
commercial
development

Tourism &
recreation areas

Impact
Low Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
EU Birds Directive Annex I. Bern Convention Appendix II. The species is legally protected under Greek and
Turkish law (Albayrak et al. 2003). One of the breeding sites on Lesbos is partially protected as a Natural
Monument and Wildlife Refuge (Albayrak et al. 2003). An International Action Plan was published in 2003
(Albayrak et al. 2003). The species's potential winter distribution has been modelled using GIS-based
techniques (Walther et al. 2004).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Develop a species action plan. Develop a monitoring programme to assess population trends. Develop a
research programme to determine habitat distribution, migration routes and wintering areas. Promote national
and international policies and legislation which favour long-term conservation of the species and its habitat.
Assess threats to the species and develop appropriate responses.
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