Emberiza buchanani -- Blyth, 1844
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- EMBERIZIDAE
Common names: Grey-necked Bunting;
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
The bird is considered vagrant in the EU27 and is assessed as Not Applicable (NA) in this region.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Azerbaijan; Georgia; Russian Federation; Turkey
Population
The European population is estimated at 6,200-18,600 pairs, which equates to 12,400-37,200 mature
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary
PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
During the breeding season this species utilises dry, rocky mountainous terrain and upland plateaux with
some grassy and weedy vegetation, at an altitude of 900–1,400 m, occasionally up to 2,400 m Asl (Madge
2011, Hagemeijer & Blair 1997). The species's breeding season starts in April. The nest is built by the female
and is well hidden under vegetation or a sheltering boulder, on the ground. Usually three to six eggs are laid
between April and late May. Little is known about the rest of the breeding process. In July and August the
species flocks in small groups prior to migration which commences in August. Wintering areas are situated
outside of Europe, mainly in India (Hagemeijer & Blair 1997, Madge 2011). The species forages on seeds and
shoots of dry-country plants. During the breeding season the chicks are fed small invertebrates, in particular
weevils, other beetles, bugs, ants, grasshoppers and snails (Madge 2011).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land

Importance
suitable

Occurrence
breeding

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Altitude
900-2400 m

Importance
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding

Threats
The population is suspected to be stable, no substantial threats have been reported (BirdLife International
2015) besides overgrazing of sparse vegetation by domestic animals that may lead to habitat degradation
(Madge 2011).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Small-holder
Timing
grazing, ranching or Unknown
farming

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Unknown
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Impact
Unknown

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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