Emberiza cia -- Linnaeus, 1766
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- EMBERIZIDAE
Common names: Rock Bunting; Bruant fou; European Rock Bunting
European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status
LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus;
France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Liechtenstein; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav
Republic of; Montenegro; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain;
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Belgium; Czech Republic; Denmark; Luxembourg; Malta; Poland; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden; United
Kingdom
Population
The European population is estimated at 1,930,000-4,230,000 pairs, which equates to 3,860,000-8,460,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 1,580,000-2,890,000 pairs, which equates to
3,150,000-5,770,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species utilises semi-arid, sparsely vegetated areas at lower and middle altitudes. It prefers sunny hill
sides with rocky outcrops and scattered bushes or trees. Locally it also occurs in quarries, vineyards and other
terrains with an alternation of bare soil or rocks and sparsely vegetated areas (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997,
Copete 2011). The species is considered resident over most of its range. The breeding season starts in March

and ends in August, although occasionally it finishes in mid-September. The nest is built by the female. It is
placed on the ground, protected by vegetation or at the base of a rock. The clutch, usually three to five eggs, is
incubated by the female. The chicks hatch after 13–15 days. They are fed by both parents. They leave the nest
after 9–13 days and become independent three weeks later (Copete 2011). The species feeds mostly on a wide
variety small invertebrate prey during the breeding season. Outside the breeding season the diet consists
mainly of seeds of herbs or other plants (Copete 2011).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Forest - Temperate
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude

Importance
suitable
suitable
major
major
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident

Threats
Habitat loss as a consequence of agricultural intensification, urbanisation and reforestation led to a decline in
the past between 1970–1990 (Copete 2011).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
plantations

Timing
Past, Unlikely to
Return

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Unknown

Impact
Past Impact

Stresses
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Shifting agriculture

Residential &
commercial
development

Housing & urban
areas

Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Past, Unlikely to
Majority (50-90%)
Unknown
Return
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Past, Unlikely to
Minority (<50%)
Unknown
Return
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Impact
Past Impact

Impact
Past Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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