Emberiza leucocephalos -- Gmelin, 1771
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- EMBERIZIDAE
Common names: Pine Bunting;
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Vulnerable (VU°)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
This species has a large global range which only barely extends into northeasternmost Europe. The population
size within the region is very small and the population trend is unknown, but there is no evidence of a decline.
The species therefore meets the thresholds for classification as Endangered, but given the large, apparently
stable neighbouring population there is significant potential for rescue from outside the region and the final
category is downlisted to Vulnerable (VU° D).
The bird is considered vagrant in the EU27 and is assessed as Not Applicable (NA) for this region.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Russian Federation
Vagrant:
Austria; Belgium; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Finland; France; Germany; Greece;
Hungary; Italy; Malta; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Serbia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden;
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 50-120 pairs, which equates to 100-240 mature individuals. The
species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species prefers forest edges, thinned out coniferous or mixed forests, forest-fragments and forest
clearings as result of logging or fire (Hagemeijer & Blair 1997, Copete 2011). The small wintering grounds
are mainly situated outside Europe, except for small wintering populations in France and Italy. In Toscana, in
Italy it favours flat or gently undulating coastal dunes with herbs and shrubs and nearby groves of pines and
in the Camargue, France it winters in old sand dunes with shrub and tree cover that occur as islands in
cultivated fields (Occhioato 2003). The species is migratory; leaving the breeding grounds in August and
September and returning in late-March and April. The species breeds between late-April and the end of July,
with most birds starting breeding in May. The nest is built by the female in vegetation on the ground. The
clutch, usually four or five eggs, is incubated by the female and chicks hatch after 13 days. Nestlings are fed
by both parents and they are fully fledged after 10–13 days (Copete 2011). During the breeding season the
species mainly feeds on small invertebrates, such as grasshoppers, bugs, beetles, caterpillars, flies, spiders and
snails. Outside the breeding season it mainly forages on seeds of cereals, grasses and herbs (Copete 2011).

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Forest - Boreal
Forest - Temperate
Forest - Temperate
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Sand Dunes
Altitude

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding

Threats
Generally there is no evidence for substantial threats (BirdLife 2015). The species interbreeds with Emberiza
citrinella in the contact zone of both species in the most western part of its range. According to Panov et al.
(2003) the hybridisation process will intensify in the contact zone of both species, as they are very similar in
behaviour and habitat choice. The long-term impact of this process is unclear (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997,
Copete 2011, BirdLife 2015).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases

Threat (level 2)
Yellowhammer
Timing
(Emberiza citrinella) Ongoing

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Unknown
Stresses

Impact
Unknown

Hybridisation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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