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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be fluctuating, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be fluctuating, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Belarus; Belgium; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; Germany; Latvia; Lithuania; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; 
Portugal; Russian Federation; Sweden; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Austria; Croatia; France; Iceland; Italy; Luxembourg; Montenegro; Romania; Serbia; Slovenia

Population
The European population is estimated at 424,000-1,560,000 pairs, which equates to 848,000-3,120,000 
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 54,100-212,000 pairs, which equates to 
108,000-424,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be fluctuating. For details of national estimates, 
see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This is a species of lowland pine forests and woodlands. It is found predominantly in tall, mature and open 
woodlands of Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) and occasionally in mixed conifer forests with larch (Larix), spruce 
(Picea) and rowan (Sorbus). It also occurs in coastal shelter-belts and introduced conifer plantations, usually 
of large-coned species. On passage and in wintering areas may occur more widely in mixed conifer and 
deciduous woodlands. The breeding season runs from December to late June and it generally lays three to 
four eggs. The nest is constructed mostly of dry conifer twigs, bark strips, pine needles, grass, leaves, moss, 
lichens, plant fibres and down, animal hair or fur, and sometimes also some feathers. It is normally placed 
close to the trunk, on a branch or in a fork up to 20 m above ground in a conifer at the woodland edge. It feeds 
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mostly on seeds, buds and shoots, commonly of pines (particularly Scots pine) and spruce (Clement 2010). 
The species is resident and dispersive and also occasionally eruptive (Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Forest - Boreal major resident
Forest - Temperate suitable resident
Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The population is thought to have declined near the end of the 20th century as a result of the commercial 
removal of mature pine trees, which affected amount and distribution of conifer seed (Clement 2010).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
plantations

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Biological resource 
use

Logging & wood 
harvesting 
(unintentional 
effects: (large scale) 
[harvest])

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
This species would likely benefit from the maintenance of low-intensity forestry management practices, 
including the preservation of mature trees.
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