Carduelis spinus -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- FRINGILLIDAE
Common names: Eurasian Siskin; European Siskin; Siskin
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be fluctuating, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as
Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia;
Germany; Greece; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg;
Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal;
Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine;
United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 13,600,000-21,100,000 pairs, which equates to
27,200,000-42,100,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 3,490,000-5,460,000
pairs, which equates to 6,980,000-10,900,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be fluctuating. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be
decreasing by less than 25% in 12.3 years (three generations). For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in boreal and temperate lowland, submontane and montane conifer forests, mainly spruce (
Picea), and in fairly open mixed deciduous and conifer forests, including fir (Abies) and pine (Pinus). It also
frequents a wide variety of other trees, including larch (Larix), alder (Alnus) and birch (Betula), together with

non-native conifers in plantations, parks and gardens. It is found in similar habitats outside the breeding
season as well as on heaths, commons, orchards, weedy thickets, parks and gardens. The breeding season
begins late February or March and runs until August and the timing is dependent on the cone crop. The nest is
a small ball of conifer twigs, bark strips, plant fibres, roots and down, heather, grass, moss, lichens, animal
hair, feathers and cobwebs and is placed against the trunk or in the outer branches of a tall tree, up to 20 m
above ground. It lays three to five eggs (Clement 2010). It feeds principally on seeds, particularly of conifers,
alder, birch and herbs and in the breeding season it also takes invertebrates. Northern populations are mostly
migratory while some southern populations are resident (Snow and Perrins 1998).
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Threats
In some areas the species fluctuates significantly due to irregular resource availability (Clement 2010).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)

Threat (level 2)

Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known specific conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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