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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
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At both European and EU27 scales this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the 
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three 
generations, or with a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be 
decreasing, the decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under 
the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations).

For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Austria; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech 
Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; 
Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; 
Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. 
(to ES); Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Norway

Population
The European population is estimated at 20,900,000-31,500,000 pairs, which equates to 
41,900,000-63,000,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 
20,000,000-28,500,000 pairs, which equates to 40,000,000-57,000,000 mature individuals. For details of 
national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 11.4 years 
(three generations). For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species occurs in lowland to lower montane mosaics of wooded hills with conifers and open country, 
maquis slopes with pine (Pinus) woods, small stands of cedars (Cedrus), junipers (Juniperus), cypress, 
European silver fir (Abies alba) and thuja (Thuja). It is also widespread in olive (Olea) and citrus groves, 
open agricultural areas, tall hedges and windbreaks, orchards, vineyards, plantations, suburban parks, avenues 
and gardens, ravines and gorges with trees and shrubs. The breeding season runs from February to early 
August. The nest is sited above ground among the outermost branches in the crown or on a branch against 
trunk of a bush or tree. It is a small and compact platform of small twigs, plant stems and down, bark strips, 
roots, grasses, moss, animal hair and feathers. Clutches are three to four eggs. It feeds mainly on seeds, buds, 
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shoots, flowers and small invertebrates (Clement 2010). The species is sedentary to migratory; most birds 
vacate the northern part of its range, although in some years small numbers remain (Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas suitable non-breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable non-breeding
Altitude max. 2120 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
There are not thought to be any current significant threats to this species.
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known specific conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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