Serinus pusillus -- (Pallas, 1811)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- FRINGILLIDAE
Common names: Fire-fronted Serin; Red-fronted Serin
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
The bird is considered vagrant (Cyprus) in the EU27 and is assessed as Not Applicable (NA) for this region.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Azerbaijan; Georgia; Russian Federation; Turkey
Vagrant:
Cyprus; Greece
Population
The European population is estimated at 280,000-845,000 pairs, which equates to 560,000-1,690,000 mature
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary
PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species breeds in montane and submontane forests of birch (Betula), pine (Pinus), juniper (Juniperus),
spruce (Picea), willows (Salix) and larch (Larix), usually at or towards edge of forest, and rarely in dense
areas. It also uses areas of dwarf junipers and scattered barberry (Berberis) scrub on open hillsides and above
the tree-line, rhododendrons (Rhododendron), scree slopes, alpine and subalpine meadows, ravines and the
upper edges of steep valleys. Outide the breeding season it is found in similar habitats as well as orchards and
gardens at edges of human settlements, scattered trees on hillsides with low scrub, river valleys, rocky wadis
and edges of cultivation. It breeds from April to August and usually lays three to five eggs. The nest is a neat,
compact cup of dry grasses, strips of bark, plant fibres and down, moss, lichen, feathers and cobwebs, placed
low down in bush or higher on branch or in fork, or against trunk, or on rock crevice, cliff ledge or in a hole
in scree (Clement 2010). It feeds mainly on seeds, fruits and other plant material and sometimes takes small
insects. The species is resident and an altitudinal migrant (Snow and Perrins 1998).

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Forest - Temperate
Grassland - Temperate
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
600-3300 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
major
suitable
major
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident

Threats
There are not thought to be any current significant threats to this species.
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)

Threat (level 2)

Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known specific conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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