Prunella ocularis -- (Radde, 1884)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- PRUNELLIDAE
Common names: Radde's Accentor;
European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status
LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)
Assessment Information
Year published:
Date assessed:
Assessor(s):
Reviewer(s):
Compiler(s):

2015
2015-03-31
BirdLife International
Symes, A.
Ashpole, J., Burfield, I., Ieronymidou, C., Pople, R., Wheatley, H. & Wright, L.

Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
The bird is not recorded from the EU27 region.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Azerbaijan; Georgia; Turkey
Population
The European population is estimated at 11,100-33,200 pairs, which equates to 22,100-66,500 mature
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary
PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species breeds in rocky pastureland with scattered barberry (Berberis) bushes, in Turkey. In
Transcaucasia, it breeds on rocky mountain slopes with scrubby juniper (Juniperus), cedar (Cedrus) and other
vegetation and in the winter, it is also found in shrubby areas adjacent to mountain streams. Its breeding
habits are not well documented. Nests have been found between June and August and they are a cup of twigs,
leaves and stems, lined with hair, wool, grass and moss, placed low down in low bush. Clutches are three to
four eggs. The diet includes insects and seeds. The species is most likely resident with altitudinal movement
and some short-distance migration (Hatchwell 2005).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
Grassland - Temperate
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
1000-3000 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident

Threats
The main threat to this species is thought to be due to habitat degradation in lower-lying non-breeding areas
(Hatchwell 2005) from intensive pastoral farming and the associated increases in burning and cutting of
bushes, which serve as the only secure nesting places for the species. Intensive cattle-grazing also increases
the risk of nest predation by weasels (Mustela nivalis) and corvids such as Magpies (Pica pica) (Tucker and
Heath 1994).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases
Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases
Natural system
modifications

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
Timing
grazing, ranching or Ongoing
farming

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Majority (50-90%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Black-billed Magpie
Timing
Scope
Severity
(Pica pica)
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Species mortality
Least Weasel
Timing
Scope
Severity
(Mustela nivalis)
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Species mortality
Increase in fire
Timing
Scope
Severity
frequency/intensity Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Species mortality

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Patches of suitable breeding habitat (in particular scattered clumps of Juniperus or Berberis bushes) in lowintensity traditionally managed montane pastures. The species should be monitored and research into potential
threats undertaken (Tucker and Heath 1994).
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