Anthus campestris -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- MOTACILLIDAE
Common names: Tawny Pipit; Pipit rousseline
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia;
Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy;
Latvia; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova;
Montenegro; Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia;
Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Liechtenstein; Norway
Population
The European population is estimated at 909,000-1,720,000 pairs, which equates to 1,820,000-3,440,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 539,000-967,000 pairs, which equates to
1,080,000-1,930,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species is found in open dry habitats, from sand dunes, sandy heaths, dry grassland and clear-felled areas
to artificial habitats such as gravel pits, favouring areas with dwarf shrubs and low-growing trees for
songposts. The breeding season is from mid-April to mid-August; although it is later in northern Europe,
beginning in mid-June in Sweden.

It is monogamous and the nest is a cup of grass stems, leaves and roots, lined with finer plant material and
hair and built in a scrape or a hollow on the ground or in a tuft of grass. Usually four to five eggs are laid. The
diet is mainly insects, although other invertebrates and seeds are also taken, as well as rarely small vertebrates
(Tyler and Christie 2012). The species is essentially migratory (Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Grassland - Temperate
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Sand Dunes
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
max. 2600 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
In western and central Europe the species is threatened by habitat loss as a result of afforestation of open
habitats, scrub encroachment, intensification of agriculture (Tyler and Christie 2012) and eutrophication of
cultivated land (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997). In addition the use of pesticides may also be a threat through the
reduction of food availability (Tucker and Heath 1994). Climate change may also have an impact on this
species (Tyler and Christie 2004).
Threats & Impacts
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Impact and Stresses
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Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
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Stresses
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Ongoing
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Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
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Stresses
Ecosystem conversion
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Future
Whole (>90%)
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
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Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
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Indirect ecosystem effects
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Ongoing
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Impact
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Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. In Sweden, a national species action plan was
published in 2001 (Löfgren and Elfström 2001).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Low-intensity grazing practices should be maintained in order to restrict the development of dense vegetation
cover which is unsuitable for this species. In addition the abandonment of marginal crops in flat areas and the
conversion of these sites to sheep grazing could benefit this species. Conversion of such areas to forestry
plantation should be avoided. Research should be undertaken on the causes of declines in areas where habitat
loss is not a significant threat (Tucker and Heath 1994).
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