Motacilla citreola -- Pallas, 1776
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- MOTACILLIDAE
Common names: Citrine Wagtail; Bergeronnette citrine
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC°°)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
The species extends into the EU27 only in small numbers in Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Finland and
Slovakia. The population size within the EU27 meets the threshold for Vulnerable, but given the increasing
population within the region and the large, increasing neighbouring population there is significant potential
for rescue from outside the region and the final category is downlisted to Least Concern (LC°°) in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Estonia; Finland; Germany; Latvia; Lithuania; Poland; Russian
Federation; Slovakia; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Belgium; Bulgaria; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; France; Greece; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of;
Italy; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Romania; Serbia; Spain; Sweden; United Kingdom
Population
The European population is estimated at 162,000-373,000 pairs, which equates to 323,000-746,000 mature
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 250-500 pairs, which equates to 490-1,000 mature
individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species occupies marshes, the edges of lakes, willow (Salix) thickets and wet rough grassland in tundra,
also areas of willow bushes on mountain meadows and sometimes in fields near villages. It breeds from April
to June with breeding beginning later in the north. The nest is a cup of moss and plant leaves and stems, lined
with hair, wool and feathers and sited on the ground in grassy vegetation. Typically it lays three to six eggs.
The diet includes a wide variety of invertebrates, often aquatic, and their larvae. The species is migratory,
wintering in the Indian subcontinent (Tyler and Kirwan 2015).

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
Grassland - Tundra
Shrubland - Temperate
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Altitude
max. 4600 m
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Threats
There are currently no known significant threats to this species.
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)

Threat (level 2)

Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Further research focusing on the status and threats to the European populations would help inform future
conservation measures.
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