Petronia xanthocollis -- (Burton, 1838)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- PASSERIDAE
Common names: Chestnut-shouldered Petronia; Chestnut-shouldered Sparrow; Yellow-throated Sparrow
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
Although this species may have a small range, it is not believed to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable
under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
The bird is not known to occur in the EU27 region.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Turkey
Population
The European population is estimated at 500-2,000 pairs, which equates to 1,000-4,000 mature individuals.
The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary
PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species is found in open country and low hills with trees and river bottoms with trees, as well as
cultivated areas with scattered trees or hedgerows, villages and inhabited areas with gardens (Summers-Smith
2009). The time of breeding in Europe is not recorded but breeds from late April to late July in Iraq (Snow
and Perrins 1998). The nest ranges from being a small pad of hair, feathers and grass to being an untidy mass
of dry grass, wool and hair, lined with feathers, that fills the cavity in which it is placed. It is usually sited in a
covered site, including a crevice in tree or a hole in a wall or building and also in the old nest of other species.
Clutches are generally three to four eggs. It feeds on plant matter, mainly seeds, including those of cultivated
cereals, as well as small berries and nectar. In the breeding season it also takes insects (Summers-Smith
2009). The species is migratory in the western Palearctic (Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Forest - Temperate

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry
Altitude
max. 1500 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident

Threats
The size of the European population could render it susceptible to the risks affecting small populations;
however it is adjacent to a much larger non-European population (Birdlife International 2004).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)

Threat (level 2)

Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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