Passer montanus -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- PASSERIDAE
Common names: Eurasian Tree Sparrow; EurasianTree Sparrow; Moineau friquet; Tree Sparrow
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as
Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia;
Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg;
Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland;
Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden;
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Iceland; Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 24,000,000-38,200,000 pairs, which equates to
47,900,000-76,400,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 9,890,000-17,400,000
pairs, which equates to 19,800,000-34,900,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing
by less than 25% in 17.1 years (three generations). For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
In the west of its range this species is found mainly in cultivated areas with hedgerow trees, orchards, gardens
and farmyards and less commonly in light woodland. In the east it is found increasingly not only in built-up

areas, but also in open arid country. In the north of its range the breeding season begins from April or May. It
breeds in loose colonies. The nest is constructed of dried grass and rootlets, lined with feathers and animal fur
and is domed (even when in a hole), with as entrance on the side. It is mostly sited in a hole in a tree, earth
bank, cliff or artificial structure, sometimes in the base of a large nest of heron (Ardeidae), crow (Corvidae) or
bird of prey. Occasionally it is a free-standing nest in a tree, but then usually hidden in thick conifer or
creepers. Clutches are two to seven eggs. The diet is mainly seeds and it prefers smaller seeds of low herbs
and grasses, including cultivated cereals but it also takes a significant proportion of animal food (SummersSmith 2009). In Europe the species is largely sedentary (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Forest - Temperate
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
max. 1500 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident

Threats
Declines in this species may be a result of changes in agricultural practices such as the increased use of
pesticides and herbicides and the autumn sowing of cereals which have lead to decreases in food for this
species (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
farming

Pollution

Herbicides and
pesticides

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Ongoing

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
In 1996 the species was placed on the U.K. Red List of Species of National Conservation Concern (SummersSmith 2009).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Management should create invertebrate-rich habitats, such as small-scale wetlands, and aim to increase
heterogeneity in landuse type in order to to provide the range of invertebrates at the required abundance for
this species (Field et al. 2004).
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