Passer hispaniolensis -- (Temminck, 1820)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- PASSERIDAE
Common names: Spanish Sparrow; Moineau espagnol
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as
Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as
Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Azerbaijan; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Greece; Italy; Macedonia, the
former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia;
Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Turkey; Gibraltar (to UK)
Origin Uncertain:
Liechtenstein; Switzerland
Vagrant:
Belgium; France; Norway; Slovenia; United Kingdom
Population
The European population is estimated at 6,110,000-13,200,000 pairs, which equates to
12,200,000-26,300,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 4,400,000-9,370,000
pairs, which equates to 8,810,000-18,700,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 17.4 years
(three generations). For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species is found mainly in moist, humid areas near water with trees and shrubs and is normally

associated with cultivation, extending in places into more arid steppe and semi-desert and penetrating urban
areas where Passer domesticus is lacking. Breeding occurs mainly from April to August in the west of its
range and it breeds colonially. The nest is a loosely woven, roughly spherical structure 15–30 cm in diameter
and made of grass and other plant stems, lined with finer grasses and feathers. It is firmly attached to branches
of a tree, in the lower part of large nest of bird of prey, crow (Corvidae) or heron (Ardeidae), or on a pylon. It
is rarely in a hole in a wall or building. Clutches are two to six eggs. It feeds mostly on vegetable matter,
especially seeds of grasses, cultivated crops and low herbs, but it also takes invertebrates throughout year.
The species is variously resident, nomadic and migratory (Summers-Smith 2009).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Forest - Temperate
Grassland - Temperate
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident

Threats
On Madeira, the species has declined almost to extinction as a result of the wide-spread use of pesticides
(Summers-Smith 2009).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
farming

Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Impact
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Very Rapid Declines Medium Impact
Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Locally, this species would benefit from the ban on the indiscriminate use of pesticides.
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