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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
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In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the 
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population 
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as 
Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; 
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; 
Germany; Greece; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; 
Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; 
Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden; 
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)

Population
The European population is estimated at 134,000,000-196,000,000 pairs, which equates to 
269,000,000-392,000,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 
109,000,000-148,000,000 pairs, which equates to 218,000,000-297,000,000 mature individuals. For details of 
national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 18 years (three generations). 
In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary 
PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species is often associated with man, living around buildings from isolated farms to urban centres and 
showing a preference for suburbs. In the south of its range it is more frequently found in open country, and 
has been recorded as breeding in small isolated colonies away from humans. It breeds from February to 

http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22718174_passer_domesticus.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22718174_passer_domesticus.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22718174_passer_domesticus.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22718174_passer_domesticus.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22718174_passer_domesticus.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22718174_passer_domesticus.pdf


September, although timing varies with latitude. It breeds in loose colonies and nests are constructed mainly 
of plant stems, lined with feathers or other soft material. Its preferred site is a hole in a building, cliff or tree. 
Clutches are two to five eggs. The diet is mainly vegetable material, particularly seeds of grasses, cultivated 
cereals and low herbs, but also buds, berries and wide range of household scraps. It does take some animal 
matter (c. 10% of the diet in summer months). The species is mostly resident (Summers-Smith et al. 2013).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Aquatic - Irrigated Land (includes irrigation channels) suitable resident
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable resident
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable resident
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations suitable resident
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable resident
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas major resident
Forest - Temperate suitable resident
Grassland - Temperate suitable resident
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable resident
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable resident
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable resident
Shrubland - Temperate suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable resident
Altitude max. 2300 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Declines in western Europe have been attributed to a decrease in availability of suitable invertebrate food 
necessary for rearing young as well as possible reduced fitness of those young that fledge successfully 
(Summers-Smith et al. 2013). This may be as a result of changes in agricultural practices such as the 
increased use of pesticides and herbicides and the autumn sowing of cereals which have lead to decreases in 
food for this species (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
farming

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Pollution Herbicides and 
pesticides

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
The species was Red-listed in the U.K. in 2002 and listed as Near-threatened in Germany as a result of 
declines (Summers-Smith et al. 2013).

Conservation Actions Proposed
The conservation and habitat enhancement of even the smallest parks and gardens may be key in addressing 
the decline of this species in many cities (Summers-Smith et al. 2013).
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