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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Near Threatened (NT)
EU27 regional assessment: Near Threatened (NT)
This warbler is undergoing rapid population declines in Spain, which holds c.69% of the European and EU27
populations, but apparent increases in the second largest population, in Portugal, mean that overall declines
have been moderately rapid. It is therefore classified as Near Threatened in both Europe and the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Andorra; France; Italy; Malta; Portugal; Spain; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Belgium; Croatia; Czech Republic; Germany; Greece; Ireland, Rep. of; Montenegro; Netherlands; Serbia;
Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey
Population
The European population is estimated at 646,000-1,480,000 pairs, which equates to 1,290,000-2,970,000
mature individuals. The entire population is found in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing at a rate approaching 30% in 12.3
years (three generations). For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
It favours dense, homogeneous scrub, garrigue and low maquis c. 0.5–1.5 m in height and dominated by
species such as Ulex, Erica, Rosmarinus, Genista, Cistus and Quercus coccifera. It is primarily a lowland
species in the north of its range but occurs to 1,800–2,000 m in the Pyrenees. It breeds mostly from midMarch to August with time of egg-laying getting later further north. It usually has two broods, however in
England it sometimes has up to three (rarely four) and is apparently single-brooded in Sardinia and parts of
southern France. Male builds flimsy “cock nests”, one of which sometimes completed by female for breeding,
but generally breeding nest constructed by both sexes. The nest is a deep cup of grass, vegetable down and
cobwebs, lined with finer rootlets and hair, placed c. 0·25–0·5 m above ground in low dense scrub or bush.
Clutches are three to six eggs, normally four or five. It feeds mostly on arthropods, which are the sole food
fed to nestlings. Fruits taken in late summer and winter include those of genera Rubus, Daphne, Myrtus,
Rhamnus, Myoporum, Pistacia, Vaccinium, Phyllirea and Phytolacca. It is largely sedentary but undertakes
some short-distance dispersive movements and some European birds spend the non-breeding season in northwest Africa (Aymí and Gargallo 2006).

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Marine Intertidal - Salt Marshes (Emergent Grasses)
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
0-2000 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
major
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
non-breeding
resident
resident

Threats
Reasons for the recent Spanish decline are still unclear. It is vulnerable to severe winters, particularly in the
northern part of its range (Aymí and Gargallo 2006). Cold spells in December 2001 and the winter of
2004-2005 caused high mortality in Spain (J. J. R. Encalado in litt. 2007), while the U.K. population was
reduced to 11 pairs after the severe winter of 1962-1963 (Aymí and Gargallo 2006). Increasing densities of
cattle on the Spanish dehesa are causing severe habitat degradation through overgrazing (J. J. R. Encalado in
litt. 2007), which may be affecting the species. Afforestation has decreased the amount of suitable habitat in
parts of France and Iberia (Shirihai et al. 2001). Changes in the pattern and frequency of wildfires may be a
threat, although the species often colonises early successional habitat created by such fires (Aymí and
Gargallo 2006). Post-fire forest management can negatively affect the species through the removal of burnt
trees as the species has been shown to favour a moderate coverage of logging remnants after fires (Herrando
et al. 2009).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
Timing
grazing, ranching or Ongoing
farming

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Rapid Declines
Stresses
Species mortality
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Impact
Low Impact

Agriculture &
aquaculture

Agro-industry
plantations

Impact
Low Impact

Climate change &
severe weather

Temperature
extremes

Natural system
modifications

Fire & fire
suppression (trend
unknown/
unrecorded)

Impact
High Impact

Impact
Unknown

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. CMS Appendix II. Population trends are
monitored in parts of the species's range and it occurs in a number of protected areas.
Conservation Actions Proposed
In fire-prone, abandoned Mediterranean landscapes, conservation plans must integrate fire management
programmes in order to preserve sparsely forested and early-succession habitats for this species (Regos et al.
2015). Other actions include carrying out specific research on drivers of declines, particularly the link with
habitats. Also the research of trends elsewhere within its range is needed, particularly in France. Programmes
which subsidise farming practices which promote healthy populations of the species should be developed.
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