Sylvia borin -- (Boddaert, 1783)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- SYLVIIDAE
Common names: Garden Warbler; Fauvette des jardins
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as
Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia;
Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg;
Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland;
Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden;
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Iceland; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO)
Population
The European population is estimated at 16,700,000-26,900,000 pairs, which equates to
33,300,000-53,800,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 5,340,000-8,790,000
pairs, which equates to 10,700,000-17,600,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing
by less than 25% in 12 years (three generations). For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
During the breeding season it inhabits dense bushes, woodland fringes and riparian forest with abundant
undergrowth. It favours shady zones with herbaceous vegetation and broadleaf scrub and also often bushes

close to reedbeds. In the Alps it occurs in stands of green alder (Alnus viridis) and birch (Betula) and various
willows (Salix). In central Europe it prefers the presence of hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and blackthorn (
Prunus spinosa), and in Finland is associated with raspberry (Rubus idaeus). In Britain it is abundant in areas
of sessile oak (Quercus petraea).
Breeding occurs from April to July. The nest is a cup constructed from plant material such as grass, leaves
and roots and lined with fine grass and hairs. It is usually placed low down, hidden in tree or bush or among
tall plants. Clutches are four or five eggs. The diet is mostly insects throughout the year, especially during the
breeding season, when some fruits and plant material are also taken. Through the rest of the year it is mostly
frugivorous. The species is a long-distance migrant (Aymí and Gargallo 2006).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Forest - Boreal
Forest - Temperate
Shrubland - Boreal
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
max. 2300 m

Importance
suitable
major
suitable
suitable
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
The spread of exotic Reynoutria spp. has been shown to reduce numbers of this species where it occurs
(Hajzlerová and Reif 2014).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases

Threat (level 2)
Unspecified
Reynoutria spp.

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Ongoing

Impact
Low Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for
this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
In areas where it is a problem, management actions should be developed that counter-act the invasion of
Reynoutria spp. (Hajzlerová and Reif 2014).
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