Sylvia atricapilla -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- SYLVIIDAE
Common names: Blackcap; Eurasian Blackcap; Fauvette à tête noire
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
At both European and EU27 scales this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three
generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and
hence the species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30%
decline over ten years or three generations).
For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia;
Germany; Greece; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg;
Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland;
Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden;
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Greenland (to DK); Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO)
Population
The European population is estimated at 40,500,000-64,500,000 pairs, which equates to
81,000,000-129,000,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at
26,800,000-46,300,000 pairs, which equates to 53,700,000-92,600,000 mature individuals. For details of
national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in almost any kind of forested area. It prefers broadleaf deciduous forest and mixed
woodland, either mature or more open and with denser understorey. In addition it occupies riparian forest,
parks and gardens with trees, fruit-tree plantations, orchards, and evergreen woodland. In the winter , it uses
more with bushy areas rich in berries and other fruits, such as maquis and garrigue, olive groves and urban
gardens.
Breeding mainly occurs from mid-April to August and it lays two to seven eggs. The nest is a finely

structured cup with rather thin walls and bottom, made of grasses and herbs and some twigs and rootlets and
lined with finer grass, hair and roots. It is normally built low in broadleaf deciduous vegetation, especially in
dense foliage of a shrub or bush or the branches of a small tree but also in tall herbaceous vegetation. The diet
consists chiefly of insects in the breeding season and mainly fruit the rest of the year. On Atlantic and
Mediterranean islands the species is sedentary, in the Mediterranean Basin and in parts of western Europe it is
partially migratory and it is a long-distance migrant in northern and eastern parts of its range (Aymí et al.
2013).
Habitats & Altitude
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Threats
In England, browsing deer (Cervidae) in young woodland can adversely alter habitat quality for understoreydependent species such as this warbler (Holt et al. 2013). The species is trapped in some parts of its range.
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
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Hunting & trapping
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(CERVIDAE)
Ongoing

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Unknown
Stresses

Impact
Unknown

Scope
Minority (<50%)

Impact
Low Impact

Severity
Negligible declines
Stresses

Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for
this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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