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In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be 
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline 
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be 
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline 
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; 
Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; 
Lithuania; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; 
Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; 
Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Luxembourg; Portugal

Population
The European population is estimated at 232,000-437,000 pairs, which equates to 464,000-875,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 104,000-155,000 pairs, which equates to 
209,000-309,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species is found in extensive reedbeds (Phragmites) and is associated with dense non-woody vegetation 
in and beside fresh and brackish water, or immediately adjoining marshes and swamps. It also uses the 
tussocky edges of reedbeds, stands of reeds and bulrushes (Typha) in marshes and shores of lakes and rivers. 
In the western Palearctic it breeds from late March to early September. Both sexes build the nest which is a 
deep cup-shaped structure of dead reed blades and other marsh-plant leaves, lined with flowering reed-heads 
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and often also feathers and occasionally mammal hair. It is nearly always roofed by sheltering vegetation and 
is sited amongst close-growing and typically more or less vertical stems of reeds, sedges and other marsh 
vegetation. Clutches are most commonly four to eight eggs. The diet is mostly invertebrates and their larvae 
in the summer and vegetable matter in the late autumn and winter. Populations in Europe are mainly fairly 
sedentary, but are subject to eruptive post-breeding and wintering movements (Robson 2007).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands major breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands major non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Saline, Brackish or Alkaline Lakes suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Saline, Brackish or Alkaline Lakes suitable non-breeding
Altitude max. 3050 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Populations have always been subject to regular annual population fluctuations. However in some areas such 
as Turkey, the breeding population is thought to be decreasing owing to the drainage of marshland habitat 
(Robson 2007). Declines have also been reported in the Netherlands as a result of habitat loss (Hagemeijer 
and Blair 1997), which may also occur due to reedcutting (Burton and Burton 2002). The species is also noted 
for its sensitivity to severe cold winters (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997) and it has been exploited by the cage-
bird trade in the past (Burton and Burton 2002).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Biological resource 
use

Gathering 
terrestrial plants 
(unintentional 
effects - species is 
not the target)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(intentional use - 
species is the target)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Unlikely to 
Return

Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 
Declines

Past Impact

Stresses
Reduced reproductive success

Climate change & 
severe weather

Temperature 
extremes

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Likely to 
Return

Minority (<50%) Causing/Could 
cause fluctuations

Past Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Natural system 
modifications

Abstraction of 
surface water 
(unknown use)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
This species will use nestboxes, particularly when nest sites are in short supply (Wilson 2005). The 
maintenance of reedbeds large enough to sustain populations of this species is necessary and new reedbeds 
should be created (Bibby and Lunn 1982).



Bibliography
Bibby, C. J. and Lunn, J. 1982. Conservation of reed beds and their avifauna in England and Wales. 
Biological Conservation, 23(3): 167-186.
Burton, M. and Burton, R. 2002. The International Wildlife Encyclopedia. Third Edition. Marshall Cavendish 
Corporation, New York.
Hagemeijer, W.J.M. and Blair, M.J. 1997. The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution 
and Abundance. T & A D Poyser, London.
Robson, C. 2007. Bearded Parrotbill (Panurus biarmicus). In: del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A., Sargatal, J., Christie, 
D.A. and de Juana, E. (eds.) 2014. Handbook of the Birds of the World Alive. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. 
(retrieved from http://www.hbw.com/node/59699 on 28 March 2015).
Wilson, J. 2005. Nest box provision to provide additional nesting sites for bearded tits Panurus biarmicus at 
Leighton Moss RSPB Reserve, Lancashire, England. Conservation Evidence, 2, 30-32.

Map (see overleaf)




