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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
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In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; Georgia; Germany; 
Latvia; Lithuania; Poland; Russian Federation; Slovakia; Sweden; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Belgium; Faroe Islands (to DK); France; Greece; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Netherlands; Norway; Romania; 
Spain; United Kingdom

Population
The European population is estimated at 14,400,000-19,700,000 pairs, which equates to 
28,900,000-39,400,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 16,600-86,000 pairs, 
which equates to 33,200-172,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary 
PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be 
increasing. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in lowland and montane mixed birch (Betula) and conifer forests, also in broadleaf woods 
of beech (Fagus), maple (Acer) and lime (Tilia) interspersed with birch and pine (Pinus). It is also found in 
parks, gardens, riverine thickets and swamp-woodland with willows (Salix) and poplars (Populus). The 
breeding season is from May to mid-August (Clement 2006). The nest is a large, domed structure with a side 
entrance and is made from grasses, plant fibres, moss, rootlets and leaves and is lined with finer material such 
as hair, fur, down and feathers. It is sited on the ground in tall vegetation or low scrub, under stones, windfall 
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or tree roots and sometimes in a crevice in a bank, old wall or tree stump. Clutches are three to seven eggs 
(Snow and Perrins 1998). The diet is mostly small invertebrates but also takes fruits of elder (Sambucus) and 
some seeds. The species is migratory (Clement 2006).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable breeding
Forest - Boreal major breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Shrubland - Boreal suitable breeding
Shrubland - Temperate suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Altitude max. 4500 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
There are not thought to be any current significant threats to this species.
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for 
this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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